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Participants seemed to bond quickly over 24 hours'
hadn't ever done anything like that," DeJesus said. "The
time: When the retreat ended, numerous hugs were
goal was to get them to step out of the parish group into
exchanged. They hit it off right from the beginning. I was
something bigger — to get to know kids from other
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The retreat brought together not only many parishes,
but also teens of diverse ethnic backgrounds — black,
white and Hispanic. This never seemed to pose a
problem, Katie Shanley observed.
"Not at all. It's awesome," said Katie, 15, from Holy
Family Parish.
Although DeJesus said she encouraged teens to bring
their friends, there were apparently many new
friendships formed as well. "You meet people from all
over the place. I even learned how to do Hispanic
dances," said Nathalie Pierre-Philippe, 17, from Immaculate Conception. "Everyone was here for a common
reason. It was definitely worth it; this kind of retreat will
bring people closer together."
Alexandra Pattison, 14, from Holy Family, said she
would attend another retreat for city teens if it were
offered. "I met mostly new people, making new friends,
and the activities were fun. I think ifs a good idea; I think
they should keep it up and do it more," she said.
And that's exactly what DeJesus intends.
"Now that I have some names and they have this
experience, I'm hoping to build a youth committeejto
plan youth rallies and retreats," she said. DeJesus added
that her current focus is on Catholics, but she hopes to
eventually expand it to include non-Catholic city teens.
Benji Hernandez of Holy Redeemer/St Francis Xavier laughs as Melissa Santiago, also of Holy
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Redeemer/St Francis Xavier, falls from her chair while their group rehearses a skit at their retreat, held
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at the Urban Center at Holy Apostles Church in Rochester.

