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Opposition mounts to human embryo cloning 
By Jerry Filteau 
Catholic News Service 

WASHINGTON - Cardinal Theodore 
E. McCarrick of Washington warned Nov. 
26 that the reported successful cloning of 
early-stage human embryos "has danger
ous impHcations" of playing God and de
valuing human life. 

Scientists of Advanced Cell Technolo
gy, a privately held biotechnology firm 
based in Worcester, Mass., reported Nov. 
25 that after more than 70 attempts they 
recently produced cloned human embry
onic cells, two of which divided to four 
cells or more. It was the first public an
nouncement of human embryonic 
cloning in the world. 

They said they also induced partheno
genesis in not-fully-mature human eggs, 
getting several to divide for up to five 
days, reaching the blastocyst stage. 

The company's officials say they o p 
pose reproductive human cloning — 
aimed at producing a baby — and they 
sought to obtain human embryonic stem 
cells solely for experiments aimed at even
tually turning such cells to therapeutic us
es. 

Cardinal McCarrick called the report 
"deeply disturbing" and warned of the 
"arrogance" of reducing "human beings 
to mere 'spare parts.'" 

"While we must encourage the scien
tific community to continue cutting-edge 
research, it must occur within ethical 
boundaries that respect all human life 
and the role of God as the creator of that 
life," the cardinal said. 

"The arrogance that leads someone to 
believe he can take on the role of God and 
reduce humans to mere 'spare parts' is an 
arrogance which has dangerous implica
tions' that we cannot fully anticipate. ... 
Even ostensibly good intentions, such as 
curing disease, may have bad effects, such 
as the devaluation of human life and all 
that this implies," he said. 

President Bush also condemned the 
company's actions Nov. 26. 

"The use of embryos to clone is 
wrong," he said in response to a reporter's 
question at a White House event. "We 
should not as a society grow life to destroy 
i t And that's exactly what's taking place." 
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Father Daniel J . Becker, a t right holding banner, joins William Cotter, left, and 
others in a demonstration outside Advanced Cell Technology in Worcester, 
Mass. Two days of demonstrations by pro-life groups in early August protested 
the lab's stem-cell research. 

Bush added that "to grow an embryo 
in order to extract a stem cell, in order for 
that embryo to die, is bad public policy. 
Not only that, it's morally wrong in my 
opinion." 

The National Right to Life Committee 
said the new report highlights a need for 
federal legislation banning all human 
cloning. 

"This corporation is creating human 
embryos for the sole purpose of killing 
them and harvesting their cells," NRLC 
Legislative Director Douglas Johnson said 
Nov. 25. "Unless Congress acts quickly, 
this corporation and others will be open
ing human embryo farms." 

In July the House of Representatives ap
proved a bill that would ban all cloning of 
human beings, including human em
bryos. The Senate is currently scheduled 
to vote on such a bill next February or 
March. 

House Majority Leader Dick Armey, R-
Texas, called the first human embryo 
cloning "a four-alarm wake-up call" to the 
Senate to act on the House bill. 

"Let's be clear. We are in a race to pre

vent amoral, scientifically suspect tinker
ing with the miracle and sanctity of life," 
he said in a statement released Nov. 26. 

Also calling for quick Senate action to 
ban all such cloning were the Family Re
search Council, Focus on the Family, the 
Christian Legal Society and the Christian 
Coalition of America. 

Advanced Cell Technology first re
ported its work in the online version of 
Scientific American, a lay science journal. 

An embryo is cloned by removing the 
nucleus from an egg and transferring die 
nucleus of a stem cell into it. The egg's 
own nucleus has only half the chromo
somes of human body cells and normally 
receives the other half from fertilization 
by a sperm. The-nucleus of a somatic stem 
cell - a body cell capable of dividing and 
producing other body cells — has a full 
complement of chromosomes. 

The company's scientists said they had 
no success with transfers of adult fibrob
lasts, stem cells taken from human skin, 
into enucleated human eggs. But they ob
tained two dividing embryos when they 
injected such eggs with cumulus cells — 

egg-nurturing cells from the ovary which 
often remain attached to the egg during 
ovulation. 

"Of the eight eggs we injected with cu
mulus cells, two divided to form early em
bryos of four cells — and one progressed 
to at least six,cells — before growth 
stopped," they reported. 

Mature eggs and sperm, or germ cells, 
have only half the chromosomes of body 
cells. But the scientists said they used im
mature eggs, before the chromosomal 
halving, to induce parthenogenesis, or re
production without fertilization. 

Of 22 human eggs chemically prodded 
to begin dividing and reproducing, they 
said, "after five days of growing in culture 
dishes, six eggs had developed into what 
appeared to be blastocysts, but none 
clearly contained the so-called inner cell 
mass that yields stem cells." 

Accompanying the Scientific American 
report on the Advanced Cell Technology 
research was a sidebar by Ronald M. 
Green, director of the Ethics Institute at 
Dartmouth College and chairman of the 
company's ethics advisory board, dis
cussing the ethical considerations behind 
the work. It said most advisory board 
members "did not agree" with the view 
"that the organism produced in human 
therapeutic cloning experiments is the 
equivalent of any ordinary human em
bryo and merits the same degree of re
spect and protection." 

The sidebar acknowledged that "those 
who believe that human life begins at con
ception — and who also regard activated 
eggs as morally equivalent to human em
bryos — cannot ethically approve thera
peutic cloning research. For them, such 
research is equivalent to killing a living 
child in order to harvest its organs for die 
benefit of others." 

Green said most of the board, however, 
rejected the equivalence to an embryo ar
gument 

"We pointed out that, unlike an em
bryo, a cloned organism is not the result 
of fertilization of an egg by a sperm. It is 
a new type of biological entity never be
fore seen in nature," he wrote. 

"Although it possesses some potential 
for developing into a fjull human being, 
this capacity is very limited," he added. 
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Announcements 

ADOPTIONS The Catholic 
Courier does not publish adop
tion advertising. To Obtain a list 
of agencies that serve birth 
mothers and adoptive parents, 
call 716-328-4340. Agencies 
wishing to be included on this 
list may send information to the 
Catholic Courier. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: to 
deliver MEALS ON WHEELS at_ 
lunchtime. All areas. Very" 
rewarding. Can you rjelp? 
716/787-8326. 

Wanted To Buy 

ACCESSORIES WANTED. I 
pay cash for Jewelry, linens, 
cookie jars, antiques, teapots, 
glass, crocks. Call 716/703-
7412. 

Independent 
Living 

Classifieds 
gittha 

Job donul 
place a 

Classified ad 
call Joyce 

85.3284340 

Discover an elegant new option 
In Retirement Living. Call to 
schedule a private showing 

Penfield 388-7663 
Greece 865-0680 

rochesterindependentliving.com 

Ceil ing Repair 

TEXTURED/SWIRLED CEIL
INGS: 9' x 12' ceiling only $59! 
Water damaged, stained, poor
ly textured/swirled ceilings 
repaired, re-textured, re-paint
ed, or made fiat again. Any size 
drywall/plaster wall repairs. No 
job too small. 716/392-5076. 

Moving & H a u l i n f * 

H o m e 
Improvement 

Help Wanted 

K-D Moving & 
Storage, Inc. 
Experience in office, ^_ 
household moving and 
deliveries. 

Big orSmatt, We do them All! 

479*610/473-4357 
23 Arlington St. Rochester NY 14607 

NYDOT#9657 

HOME REPAIR 
SERVICES 

• interiors/exteriors 
• specializing in roofing 

a n d siding 
• 25 years experience 
• fully insured 

392-3248 

Painting & Wallcovering 

B U R G - M A S T E R PAINT-
ING/PAPERHANplNG, tex
tured ceilings, walls, ceilings 
repaired, rugs shampooed. 
Insured, powerwashing. Dan 
Burgmaster, 716/663-0827. ' 

AL MEYVIS, JR.: Interior paint
ing. Basement walls 
repaired/painted. Wet base
ments insulated cellar win
dows. Gutters repaired 
/cleaned. All types home 
repairs. Small jobs welcome. 
Certified. 392-4435, 323-2876, 

H U M A N S ^ C A T H 0 L | C F A M | L Y C E N T E R 

CHILDREN & FAMILY SERVICES 
Settlor SocWWon^-rTposilwi in Foster care to provide c o w ^ ^ 
to permanency goal. MSW req. 
Sanica Coordinator - FT position to provide the ooordtoation of monitoring of eany 
intervention services to famies. BSW req. BSngual preferred. 
Adoption Social Worker - FT position to provide olrect pre and post adopSve ser
vices toMviiluals ami couplesaBeldng to adopt 
Emergency Service Provider - FT position to provide assesememaMWervention 
services fordient needs. BSW req. bingual preferred. 
Social Worker -Pa dam position in Early Intervention Program (^required. 
Papartwint Accountant- PTrjoe«oritoocinpte,cfjn^ar«Jre(!ore*oita 
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MUSIC 
TEACHER 
Monroe County 

Catholic Schools 

Classroom vocal, 
theory, music history. 

Opening K-8 or K-6 grades. 
Can be full-time 

(three schools) or part-time 
(one or two schools). 

Contact: Sr. Elaine Englert, 
SSJ at Englertddor.org 

or 565-328-3210 Ext 252 

Plaster Restoration 
| Wallpapering Painting 

Free Estimates 

716-482-3243 • 716-703-8245 

Terry & Nina McCullough 
A Couple That Care 

SAVE 1/3 on Catholic Courier classified ads! 15 WORDS FOR $10 

, 

Ntme;_ 
Address 

City 

Three consecutive weeks minimum • 50e per additional word • Expires 12/31/01. 
F l in the above boxes with your ad; Enclose with check or r«»ney order and mail to: 

Catholic Courier CJassitMs, 1190 Buffalo Rd„ Rochester, 14624 
Number of weeks ad should run .Enclosed isiny check for $ ^_ 

• Phont: 

.Stale W 

rochesterindependentliving.com
Englertddor.org

