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Teacher left a pi

Ellen Hughes, 28, remembered that
her first few days teachmg at The Work-
ing Boys’ Center in Ecuador were a -
little different than teachingsixth grade
at Martha Brown Middle School in
Fairport. "

“What was wonderful was that kids
were S0 affec;uonate she said-of her
first-grade students in Ecuador. “They
would run.up'and hug. you, : and then
they would-ask your name.” :

However, the children-were ai$o a bit
more chailengmg to discipline than the
kids she:was used to teaching in the
United States, said Hughes, a
parishioner-at St. Mary's Church,
Rochester. As the offspring of parents
who often had never been formally
schooled themselves, the Ecuadoran

. kids had never teen taught how to

behave in a classroom by their parents.

“They were lrterally runfing around
the classroom,” she femembared of her
first day with the children. “I'd literally
get one-in-their seat, and five more
would-get up.”

Hughes speaks with great affection_
of her-former students who were the
beneficiaries of The Working Boys’
Center. The-center was founded in
1964 in Quito, Ecuador’s capital;-by Je-
suit Father John Halligan of the Bronx.
The program works with families of
impoverished Ecuadorans, and has ed-
ucated more than 5,000 such families.

Hughes served at the center from
September 1999 to July:2000. She has
oecasionally spoken about her
exganemes and drew 100 people toa
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Nov. 4 talk at St. Paul's Pansh

“Webster. "

Hughes, a member of her parish’s

_ sacial justice: committee, and a chair

member-as well, said stie has been
interested in volunteering in the Third
World since she was a child. As a

teacherat Martha.Brown — where her
father, Robert Hughes, also teaches — .

she met a colleague a few years back
who had been to The Working Boys’

- Center and who told her about its need -

for teacher volunteers.

“My faith-is kind of what brought me
there. | feel that | had such a blessed
life, and | felt that this might be a way to
give back.”

In Quito, the families she worked with
often came from single-room homes
with no running water and one light
fixture to illuminate them, she said. She
added that four to. six family members
sleeping in one’bed was not -
urnicommon. Rather than attending -
school, many. poor. Ecuadoran children
spent their days in the streets, she said.

“Mom and dad didn't sit down with
them and read stories before they went
to bed because Mom and Dad can't
read,” she said. -

At the center, Hughes, who is fluent
in Spanish, lived in a dormitory with oth-
ervolunteers, and taught children and

“adults a variety of subjects, including .

special education, health and English.
Her yearin Quito-was funded by St.
Mary’s. Parish and.some private donors,
and she received frée room and board
in exchange for her work.

Hughes said she worked more than
12 hours daily, and often did additiona!
work on behalf of the.center on
weekends.

“It was really exhausting,” she said. “1 .

worked harder there than I've ever, -
worked here, -and | think | work pretty
hard-here.” .

. However, the rewar_dsvwere,. .
enarmous, she-said, noting that seven
times-she was asked to be a godmother
to children of the center’s families. One

- family gave her a small plaque of Mary,

which she said- was an extremely
meaningful gift because Christ's mother
was an important figure in the life of the
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Photos eouneey Ellen Hughes

A public market in Quito, Ecuador (above), Three students Ellen Hughes taught
in Ecuador, (below) Miguel and Mano iza Bombon, and their mother, Rosa.

family. She
added that she.
revisited Quito
this summer for
a month, and

someday to

again, or possi-
bly work in
another poor
country.
However, for |
now, she

said, she
wants to take
the lessons she leamed about teaching
children in Ecuador and share them
with her Fairport students.

““'m much more laid back,” she said
of educating children since she’s
returned from Ecuador. “The social
Studies orscience test, that doesn't
matter so much. It's about loving the
kids and helping them grow and making
them the best people they can be.”
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EDITORS’ NOTE: For information on
The Working Boys' Center, write Family
Unity Intemational Inc., 12750 Stephen
Place, Elm Grove, WI 53122, or .

Ellen Hughes

' “"Working Boys’ Center, ¢/o Dr. Theresa

Halligan, 101 Arthur St., Ridgefield

" Park, NJ 07660.

'CHRIST THE KING

Sunday, 25 November 2001

FESTIVE EUCHARIST
" at 11:30 AM

(Schubert: Mass in G - Peeters: Festiva Entrata)

" EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
- from 12:30 PM to 5:00 PM

VESPERS & SOLEMN BENEDICTION
at 5:00 PM
Tallis: Magnificat. Byrd: Ave Verum

SAINTANNECHURCH |

1600 Mt. Hope Avenue ° Rochester, New York

Brink Bush organist
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Danicl Brondel choirmaster
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][]I [ FROM 50 70|
1000 PEOPLE
SINCE 1955
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3 DISTINCTIVE DINING ROOMS
SPACIOUS PRIVATE ® COCKTAIL LOUNGES
uets - Weddings
Retirement Parties - Dinner Dances
Sales Promotion Dinners - Clam Bakes - Buffets

R&R O’Connor’s

1420 Scotisville Rd. » Rochester

Phone: 235-6978

Fresh Made
WREATHS

Decorated
w/waterproof velvet s 99
bow, pine copes, red berries

and assorted Christras picks -

Cemetery Wreaths
22"-24". wide,

custom decorated
on 30” stand. ‘12“
Compare to $19.99

'STOCK UP SALE

sToCK sgos
Wild Bird Food
with sunflower : 50 Ib. bag
POINSETTIAS Special

All sizes and colors
up to 30 blooms
per plant.

3/°1
$3.99 ea. 6” pot

Attention! churches, businesses, and
orgamzatmns Ask for aur special price!

VANPUTTE
GARDENS

136 NORTH AVE., GREECE .

585-225-7770

Monday-Sunday 9-5 www.ilanputte.com
Gift Certificates Available
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http://www.-vanputte.com

