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Blessings of Thanksgiving week
God is good.
That's a safe lead senterke for
Thanksgiving week, don't you think? I
begin in that fashion because of the holiday and because the theme of gratitude
has been with me all day. Thought and
prayer on that theme began as I drove to
Savannah on this Sunday morning for the
125th anniversary of St. Patrick's Parish.
As I traveled east on Route 31, nature
spoke to me in the brightness of the sky
and in the quiet mid-November beauty of
the countryside. It was peaceful and quiet.
I enjoyed the tranquility of the morning,
the more so after a week of meetings in
Baltimore and Washington since I was last
in touch with you.
, Though the pace changed,, the peace of
the morning suffered no interruption
when I arrived at St. Patrick's. T h e parishioners were most gracious in their welcome and hospitality at the Eucharistic
Liturgy and at the sumptuous meal which
followed in the parish hall.
My experience with them left me with
the strong impression that they are very
proud of their parish. They have an obvious and healthy sense of responsibility to
one another. They also convey awareness
that they are a part of our diocesan
church. They were very much engaged in
our Synod. They participate generously in
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our Pastoral Planning for the New
Millennium, especially with St. John's in
Clyde. A pleasurable moment for m e "
came when Father Jim Hewes, pastor of
St. John's and St. Patrick's, thanked and
congratulated both communities for
exceeding dieir goals for this year's
Thanks Giving Appeal.
As I drove home, I thanked God for the
gifts of life and faith — not in the abstract
but as embodied in the daily activities of
those with whom I had just shared such
good bread. And, remembering them, I
thanked God that every day of my life I
meet individuals like them. I mean people
who love their faith, who know the Lord
in prayer, in acts of service and in love
shared with others. They are people who
are aware of their imperfections and those
of others. And yet, touched by grace, they
are aware of and grateful for God's faith-

ful love in Christ. They are willing to reconcile, bind up wounds and move ahead
in charity.
I thank Father Jim and all at St.
Patrick's for connecting m e with our
mothers-and fathers in faith today. I thank
them for the witness of their own faith
and for their abundant and warm hospitality. I thank them for making m e so much
aware of the wonderful goodness of the
people of our diocese. You renew my hope
and deepen my confidence in Christ's
promise to be with us always, even until
the end of the world.
God willing, I'll be heading for my-sister's home following a 9:30 a.m. Thanksgiving Day liturgy at Sacred Heart
Cathedral. I look forward to that because
it gathers so many of the family with all
the joy that such gatherings can bring.
I hope that you, too, will have die
opportunity to spend time with loved ones
during this holiday weekend. But, whatever the case, I hope that you have a
moment to think about life, to thank God
for that precious gift and for all that you
would name as blessings of your life.
Please accept my affectionate good
wishes and the promise of my prayers that
God will bless you and your loved ones on
Thanksgiving Day.
Peace to all.
*
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-Fred and Margaret Spangler

" We've made so many
wonderful friends^
T

he French call it joie de vivre, or love of life.
That ability to approach life joyfully and
fully appreciate all that each day has to offer.
Every day, residents of Chapel Oaks, Rochester's
newest and finest rental retirement community,
are finding the joy of retirement living. Once
you've experienced life at Chapel Oaks, you may
find yourself falling in love with the true joy of
living all over^igain.
f j a l l in love with the tradition of St. Ann's of
JL Greater Rochester, Inc., who for 125 years
has provided senior adults with a truly fulfilling
retirement lifestyle. The location of being
perfecdy situated on 14 beautiful, secluded acres
of die St. Ann's campus and just minutes away
from Rochester's finest shopping, entertainment
and cultural activities. The independence to
continue an active life style without routine
maintenance and tiresome daily, chores. The value
of a rental concept with no entrance fee, which
makes Chapel Oaks Rochester's most affordable
retirement living options. The convenience of
exceptional services and amenities, and the

spacious- one- and two-bedroom apartment homes.
Or, fall in love wiui the security and peace of mind
that comes from having priority access to a full
continuum of health care services right on the
St. Ann's campus.
J Retirement is your time to seize the day and
JL %, life to its fullest; to experience your
"joie de vivre." Please call ( 7 1 $ ) 3 4 2 - 3 0 5 2
for more information about Chapel Oaks
or to arrange your personal tour. Once
you see all that we have to offer, you may
j u s t find yourself falling i n love with the
true joy of living all over again!
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