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How a group
of Catholics

split from the
wider church

unbaptized.

Corpus Christi Parish
after 22 years, citing
the priest’s repeated
violations of church
teaching on lay liturgi-
cal roles, same-sex
unions and sharing
Eucharist with the

More than 3,000
Corpus Christi
parishioners approve
a document titled “A
Statement of Faith” in
support of Father
Calian and parish
policies that violate
church teaching.

Father Callan
celebrates his last
liturgy at Corpus; he is

Diocese of Rochester
appoints a transition
leadership team to
oversee Corpus.

temporarily
reassigned to Our
Lady of Lourdes
Church, Elmira.

Bishop Matthew H.

Clark removes Father

Jim Callan as

administrator of

Questions.

Continued from page 1

munion with the Catholic Church. To be in
full communion, a church must accept the
Roman Catholic faith, Roman Catholic
sacraments and Roman Catholic gover-
nance. In essence, the Catholic Church
views Spiritus Christi as it does any other
Protestant church.

What about people who are regularly at-
tending a Catholic church and services at
Spiritus Christi?

Catholics who decide to formally register
as members of Spiritus Christi have effec-
tively declared that they have left the
Catholic Church, Fathers Hart and Con-
don said.

s the Old Catholic Church, to which Mary
Ramerman is being ordained, a Catholic
church?_

No, the Old Catholic Church is not in com-
munion with the Catholic Church, and is
therefore not Catholic, despite its name.
(The Courter will publish a story on the Old
Catholic Church in its Nov. 15 issue.)

May Catholics attend the ordination of
Mary Ramerman?

Although the diocese views the ordination

as an affair of another church, and, there-
fore, none of its concern, Father Hart did
point out that Ramerman’s ordination is
unlike that of any other Protestant minister
because it involves a church that was
formed in schism with the Catholic
Church.

“One cannot honor this terrible, disrup-
tive breach by attending the ceremony as
if nothing had gone on, as if this is some-
one from the community that never had
any relationship with us,” Father Hart said.

Clerics, religious and anyone “in a teach-
ing position in the church” should not at-
tend the ceremony, he added, nor should
they participate in sacraments at Spiritus
Christi. To do so would risk scandalizing
the Catholic faithful and give the false im-
pression that Spiritus Christi is a Catholic
parish.

“The attendance itself signals'to all who
see it that it was all right, that the breach
was OK, that the schism was good and pos-
itive,” Father Hart said. “That would not
be the truth.” .
How does the Catholic Church view sacra-
ments administered by Spiritus Christi?

This is a complicated quesuon, because it
depends on the sacrament adminis-

tered and the rite by which it is adminis-
tered, the priests said.

The Catholic Church does recognize cer-
tain sacraments of certain non-Catholic
churches — such as baptism — depending
on how they are administered. But Fathers
Hart and Condon noted that the Catholic
Church would have to review on a case-by-
case basis the sacraments that had been re-
ceived by any Spiritus Christi member who
wished to enter or re-enter the Catholic
Church. Father Hart added that Catholics
should not seek the sacraments at a non-
Catholic church such as Spiritus Christi.

Avre there any plans to formally excommuni-
cate any members of Spiritus, including such
members of its pastoral staff as Fathers
James B. Callan and Enrique Cadena?

There are no plans to formally excommu-
nicate any Catholics who left the church to
join Spiritus Christi. Such a formal ex-
communication is called ferendae sententi-
ae, or declared excommunication, and can
only be made by a person in authority,
such as a diocesan bishop, following an in-
vestigation and formal procedure. To de-
clare Spiritus Christi members excommu-
nicated at this point would be “a little
redundant,” Father Hart said, because they
have already excommunicated themselves.

Father Condon added that the Catholic
Church is never anxious to formally ex-
communicate anyone, always hoping that
people will reconcile with the church. Ex-
communication means a person loses the

ability to receive and celebrate the sacra-
ments in the church.

If, as is the case with members of Spiritus
Christi, a person incurs automatic excom-
munication — latae sententiae — as a result
of his or her actions, that person may be
reconciled to the church through the sacra-
ment of reconciliation. Declared excom-
munication, on the other hand, can only
be remitted by the church leader who
made the formal declaration.

What counsel is offered to Catholics who
wish to remain loyal to the Catholic Church,
but who may sympathize with some or all of
the positions espoused by Spiritus?

There is nothing wrong with having a
“spiritual desire” that may conflict with
certain church teachings, Father Hart said.
But one cannot be in the Catholic Church
and at the same time not make an “honest
and sustained” effort to accept all its teach-
ings, for example, its teaching against
women's ordination. He noted that St.
Therese of Lisieux felt called to the priest-
hood but nonetheless remained loyal to
the church despite its teaching that she
could not be ordained.

Father Condon added that the church of-
fers “a security and authenticity of the
faith” that one risks losing when he or she
chooses to leave the Catholic Church for
another church.

Announcements

Wanted to Buy

Business Opportunity

ADOPTIONS The Catholic
Courier does not publish
adoption advertising. To obtain a
list of agencies that serve birth
mothers and adoptive parents,
call 716-328-4340. Agencies
wishing to be included on this list
may send information to the
Catholic Courier.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: to
deliver MEALS ON WHEELS
at lunchtime. All areas. Very
rewarding. Can you help?
716/787-8326.

Situation Wanted

TUTORING elementary, middle
school. Reading Specialist.
Certified. References available.
716/352-4047 after 3pm.
Spencerport area.

ACCESSORIES WANTED.
| pay cash for Jewelry, linens,
cookie jars, antiques, teapots,
glass, crocks. Call 716/703-
7412,

ARE YOU TIRED, str d,

Gutter Cleaning

Home Improvement

& Repair

and need extra money? Call
1-866-468-2629 Pin 8150.

Ceiling Repair

|  PROPERTY.

Independent
Living

O

Discover an elegant new
option in Retirement
Living. Call to schedule a
private showing
716-388-7663
rochesterindependentiiving.com

TEXTURED/SWIRLED
CEILINGS: 9' x 12’ ceiling only
$59! Water damaged, stained,
poorly textured/swirled ceilings
repaired, re-textured, re-
painted, or made flat again. Any
size  drywall/plaster  wall
repairs. No job too small.
716/392-5076.

BATHFITTER
Tub Liners & Bath Wall | °

place a classified ad

« interiors/exteriors
« speciallzing in roofing

392-3248

2 F.xpencnce in office,
Installed over existing wormn llouschold moving and
or damaged tubs in two  deliveries.
GUTTER CLEANING hours. One piece seamless "éz’g“i‘o%;"ﬁ;#'
& REPAIR custom made & installed. 23 Aﬂmgm,, St. Rochester NY 14607

New Heavy.D Aluminum Ca" NOW! 716'225'3410 NYDOT'%!ﬂ

& Galvanized Gutters -
Bernard K. Bayer & Son Painting & Wallcovering
est. 1952 (716) 381-0812 AL MEYVIS, JR.: Interior

painting. Basement , walls
repaired/paintad. Wet base-

HOME REPAIR ments/insulated cellar win-
SERVICES ows. Guters repaired/cleanod

jobs welcome. Certified.
392-4435, 323-2876.

fcmdsldlng BURG-MASTER
- » 25 years experience PAINTING/PAPERHANGING, -
" fully Insured textured ceilings, walls, coilings
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