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Celebrating an old parish and a new abbot 
I write to you this Monday afternoon from 

a quiet place in the motherhouse of our 
Sisters of St. Joseph. I find myself between 
commitments on the east side of Rochester, 
and the sisters graciously allowed me to spend 
some time here in the interval. 

This has always been a peaceful place for 
me, but I appreciate being here today in a spe
cial way. I think that's because my life has 
been quite full lately and these quiet moments 
help me to appreciate what's been happening, 
to learn and grow through it all. 

For example, I think about being with the 
people of Blessed Sacrament, Rochester, yes
terday as they celebrated their 100th anniver
sary. Because I write about such celebrations 
so often, you know that I find them deeply 
life-giving and encouraging. I find that the 
pride and joy people take in their faith is 
deeply encouraging. I love the way communi
ties celebrate and give thanks for their moth
ers and fathers in faith. Their generous 
embrace of sisters and brothers in need, their 
sense of communion with the larger church, 
and their hopes for the future constantly 
nourish my spirit. 

The way in.which Blessed Sacrament Parish 
embodied all of these realities and values in 
their celebration yesterday is a story far richer 
than I can tell here. But exemplary of the 
ways "they did so are the following: 

1) Their affectionate tribute to their found
ing pastor, Msgr. Thomas Connors, and the 
place of honor given to his family reconnected 
us all to those to whom we owe our faith — 
family, teachers, pastors, faithful friends. 
Some of you may be unaware that Msgr. 
Connors was pastor of Blessed Sacrament for 
62 years! 

along 
the way 

2) The parish's strong commitment to shar
ing food and clothing with others for the love 
of Christ was part of my awareness as I cele
brated with them. The folks don't talk about 
it very much, but day in and day out they 
stand with sisters and brothers in need in gen
erous and loving ways. 

3) The celebration was a reunion for many 
who belong to others parishes now but 
returned to Blessed Sacrament to celebrate 
their roots, to express their gratitude for the 
contribution the community made to them at 
another time in their lives. They reminded me 
strongly of our interrelationships, die larger 
communion of faith to which we all belong. 

The liturgy was a wonderful one. I had a 
sense of people standing on spiritual tiptoe as 
we prayed together. They were alive, confi
dent together in their love for our faith. I 
sensed in them a desire to bring to tomorrow 
their very best in our common effort to love 
God and neighbor in the Spirit of Christ and 
to do tiiat in word and in work. 

Let me mention another memorable event 
— a first in my life. It was a Eucharist Liturgy 
at the Abbey of the Genesee at which we 
blessed their recently elected abbot, Dom 

John Denburger, OCSO. You read about Dom 
John in the October 4 issue of the Catholic 
Courier, and I know that you embrace him and 
the Trappist community in your prayers. Daily 
they offer us that gift. 

The church was fully present at that cere
mony this morning, even though our numbers 
were relatively small. I mean this: Celebrating 
there were the people of God - faithful laity 
bouh married and single, women and men 
religious - some from contemplative commu
nities, come from active apostolic ones, dea
cons, diocesan and religious priests and a 
bishop of the church. 

There were people from Asia and Africa, 
Europe and North America. There were some 
very young people, quite a few of us seasoned 
people and people representing all age groups 
in between. 

That quiet place of prayer held us all today. 
The event reminded me that we are all called 
to a life of prayer. This celebration also re
newed in me the awareness that the dyna
mism, joys and sorrows, aspirations, struggles 
and celebrations of our local church are all 
present and alive in die prayer of our brother 
and the monastery every day of die year. For 
all of us, I thank them for that daily gift. 

A closing note: I shall be out of town from 
Nov. 8-15. I'll be in Baltimore first to present 
a workshop at a convention sponsored by the 
National Pastoral Life Institute. Next I shall 
be in Washington for the regular November 
meeting of the United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops. I'll keep you updated on 
both events. In the meantime, please continue 
your prayers for healing and reconciliation in 
our community. 

Peace to all. 

What's inside the 2002 
Diocesan Directory? 

a telephone listing of every parish, priest and pastoral-staff member 
including numerous changes and new hires. 

a guide to all diocesan offices and personnel. 

newly updated Mass schedules for every parish plus times for the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

a listing of religious communities and spirituality centers. 

a directory of Catholic organizations operating in the Diocese of 
Rochester. 
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Directory Pages with Binders 

1-3 sets $18.50 each 

4 or more sets $15.50 each 

Directory Pages Only 

1-3 sets $12.00 each 

4S sets $10.00 each 

7 or more sets . . . .$9.00 each 

Tax and shipping included. To qualify for tax-exempt prices, organiza
tions MUST include tax-exempt number on order form below. 

Diocesan Directory c / o Cathol ic Cour ie r P O Box 24379, Rochester , NY 14624 

I enclose $ for P^g6 ^ t s without binders 

I enclose S for , page sets with binders 

Name , 

Tax exempt number (if applicable) . 

Address . 

City_ _State„ ~Zip_ 
Payment must accompany order. Make checks payable to CathoGc Courier Directory ORfiay by MasterCard or Van. 

Account #_ '. Exp. Date 

Signature , 

i . . . . . . . . . . . — . . j 

44 'Love one another 
as I have loved youfrl 

(John 15:12) 

Thanks Giving Appeal 
2001-2002 

Roman Catholic Diocese of Rochester 
Your love and generosity to the TGA helps the diocese 

continue to be a caring and supportive Church to many by 
funding numerous programs and grants. Know that every gift ' 

is important and please be generous as you... 

Give thanks to God 
To make a gift or for more information, contact your parish, 
the TGA Office at 328-3228 ext. 276, write TGA, Diocese of 
Rochester, 1150 Buffalo Road, Rochester, NY 14624, or visit our 
web page @ www.dor.org/stewardshipanddevelopment.html 

http://www.dor.org/stewardshipanddevelopment.html

