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BY JOE SARNICOLA

After being led out of slavery in Egypt
and traveling across the desert of Sin, the
Israelites camped at Rephidim, accord-
ing to the commandments of the Lord.
There was not enough water at the camp-
site for everyone to drink. The people
were angry and they complained to
Moses. Moses brought their petition to
the Lord. The Lord told Moses to strike a
rock and enough water would flow from
it to quench the thirst of every person.
The place became known as Massah and
Meribah, from the Hebrew words for
testing and quarreling.

Then the camp was attacked by the
Amalekites, a warring tribe from south-
ern Palestine. First thirst, now attacking
armies. Moses called for Joshua. “Pick
out certain’ men,” Moses said, “and
tomorrow go out and engage Amalek in
battle. I will be standing on top of the hill
with the staff of God in my hand.”

The next morning, Joshua followed the
orders Moses had given him. He rose
early and chose his best soldiers. They
gathered their weapons and followed
Joshua to the spot Moses had told them
about. When Joshua could see that
Moses was at the top of the hill, he
attacked the Amalekites.

As Moses watched, he kept his arms
raised in the air. As long as he could hold
his arms up, Joshua and his soldiers
would win the battle. When Moses tired,
and had to lower his arms to rest, the
Amalekites drove back Joshua’s army.

Aaron, Moses’ brother, and Hur were
with Moses. They saw what was hap-
pening. They knew that they had to find
a solution so that Moses would be able to
hold his arms up long enough for Joshua
and his men to defeat the Amalekites.

Aaron and Hur found a large rock
nearby. They dislodged it and rolled it
over near Moses. Moses sat down on it.
At least now he would not be tired from
standing. But his arms were tired, and he
could not hold them up any longer. And
the Amalekites again pushed back
Joshua and his men. Aaron grabbed one
of his brother’s arms and Hur grabbed
the other. They lifted them up over
Moses’” head.

Aaron and Hur held Moses’ arms until
the sun went down. Joshua completely

defeated the Amalekite army. And the
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Lord told Moses, “Write this down in a
document as something to be remem-
bered, and recite it in the ears of Joshua. I
will completely blot out the memory of
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Q&A

1. What trials did the Israelites face in

Amalek from under the heavens.” Rephidim?
READ MORE ABOUT IT: 2. How was Moses able to hold his arms
Exodus 17 up all day?

Kids’ Club

You can win a $50 savings bond by writing an essay (100 or
fewer words) answering this question: Which saint has been
an inspiration to you or your family, and why?

Send your essay — including name, home address, tele-
phone number, school and grade — to Catholic Courier, PO. Box
24379, Rochester, NY 14624. Deadline for entries is Oct. 18, 2001. The winner will
be notified by phone and receive the savings bond by mail. In addition, the win-
ner’s essay will be published in an upcoming issue of Kids’ Chronicle.

The winner to the last essay question was Chris Martin, a fifth-grader at St.
Michael School, Newark. In response to “How can we show God we are trustwor-
thy with the blessings given us?” Chris wrote, “I can show God that I amn trust-
worthy with His blessings by thanking Him everyday for his generosity. I can use
God’s gifts. God has given me the gift of a good school. I will study hard and try
my best in classes in order to be faithful to God. I can help peopie who are in need.
[ will give part of my allowance to the Mission Can. [ can be kind to everyone even
if they aren’t polite to me. I can be respectful to everyone. I will try my hardest to
live my life, like Jesus did.
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Puzzle

Moses and Aaron were brothers.
Can you match these other
sets of brothers from the Bible?
Answers on page 12.

1. Cain ___ a. Andrew (Matthew 4)
2. Jacob __ b. Esau (Genesis 25)
3. Judah __ . Abel (Genesis 4)
4 Peter __ d. Simeon (Judges 1)
5. James __ “e. John (Mark 1)
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