PAGE 10 THURSDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2001

e

FEATURE

- Stiller clan delivers silly, light comedy

By Gerri Pare
(.athohc News Service

NEW YORK — The world of male mod-
eling is comic fodder for Ben Stiller in the
title role of his dopey comedy, “Zoolan-
der” (Paramount). Stiller co-wrote the
script and served as a producer besides
directing the film. Stiller's wifc, actress
Christine Tavlor, plays his love interest, re-
porter Matilda, and his father, Jerry
Stiller, co-stars as crass model agency
owner Maurv Ballstein. In addition, his
mom, Anne Meara, and his sister, Amy,
have cameos. so Stiller truly has turned
hi~ project into a family — as in his family
-- film.

As clueless Derek Zoolander, Stiller’s
vain, self-absorbed model loses his three-
vears-running status as “Male Model of
the Year” to a younger but equally dense
rival, Hansel (Owen Wilson).

Down and out, Zoolander falls prey to
venal designer Mugato (Will Ferrell) to be

- the signature model for his new homeless-
chic "Derelicte” line. But rehearsals in-
volve Zoolander being brainwashed by
Mugato’s minions to assassinate the In-
donesian prime minister at the fashion
show lest he pass legislation outlawing
child slave labor that would reduce prof-
its in the fashion industry. Zoolander’s
agent, Maury, is also in on the plot.

Trying to unravel all this is rookie re-
porter Matilda, whom Zoolander falls for
after he and Hansel become buddies and

A&E special dissects capital case errors

By Anne Navarro
Catholic News Service

NEW YORK - “Investigative Reports
Special Edition: Death Penalty on Trial” is
a dry two-hour special discussing the fail-
ures of the death penalty. It will be shown
Tuesday, Oct. 16, 3-11 p.m. on the A&E ca-
‘ble channel.

If this “Investigative Reports” trial were
held in a real court, the judge would have
to declare a mistrial because the case is so
skewed against the defendant. The pro-
gram opens dramatically with a sound
recording of an actual execution that took
place in Georgia. From this melodramatic
start, the program keeps its sensationalis-
tic viewpoint by coming down hard against
the death penalty.

Its negativity does not stem from any
moral or ethical standpoint with regard to
the concept of the death penalty per se,
but from what the producers state as mis-
takes made during the judicial process of

treat her to spiked tea and an ambiguous
“love” fest that suggests a drug-induced
orgy. This scene is the movie’s one objec-
tionable aspect because it treats implied
promiscuity and getting high in a benign
comic vein. Otherwise, the comedy is
mostly goofy, sometimes funny, mildly
satirical and never mean-spirited.

As a director, Stiller’s pacing of the ac-
tion waxes and wanes and, where stunt
doubles are used, the editing is choppy.
But the movie captures the shallowness

a criminal defendant’s case. The obvious
concern is that innocent people may be put
to death.

But the program delights in being able
to point fingers at the failures of the judi-
cial system without allowing any defense
of it. It certainly is not concerned with the
question of whether it is morally right to
have the death penalty at all.

By combining dramatizations, inter-
views with defense attorneys, prosecutors
and sometimes the defendants themselves,
the program lists the areas in which the
system has broken down. These include in-
competent defense attorneys, overzealous
prosecutors willing to hide evidence of in-
nocence, biased judges, juror misconduct
and improper police activity that makes
the suspect fit the crime.

“Death Penalty On Trial” does bring up
some interesting facts, though. All Euro-

nations and half the countries of the
world have abolished the death penalty.
Among those who use it (China, Iraq, Iran

Paramount Pictures/CNS

Ben Stiller stars as Derek in a scene from the new film “Zoolander.” The U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops classification is A-lll —adults. -

of the fashion industry where the plight
of the homeless inspires a fashion trend.

Due to an implied orgy with brief recre-
ational drug use, fleeting, stylized vio-
lence, sporadic profanity and some crude
references, the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops classification is A-IIT -
adults.

The Motion Picture Association of
America rating is PG-13 — parents are
strongly cautioned. Some material may be
inappropriate for children under 13.

and Saudi Arabla) the United States is the
only country with a democratic govern-
ment. And through DNA and the work of
legal advocates, more than 90 people have
been exonerated and freed from death
TOW.

The program easily could have been cut
back to create a tighter and more com-
pelling package. The special is somewhat
laborious and marked by redundancies.
And, at the present time when the country
has pulled together in support of our gov-
ernment, a program that so openly and
harshly criticizes the federal government,
no matter the accuracy of the information,
may not be well received.

Parents may wish to watch “Death Penal-
ty On Trial” with their adolescents to dis-
cuss the morality of the subject, which the
program does not address.
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Navarro is on._the staff of the U.S. Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops' Office for Film and
Broadcasting.

Announcements

ADOPTIONS The Catholic
Courier does not publish
adoption advertising. To obtain

~ a list of agencies that serve

bith mothers and adoptive
parents, call 716-328-4340.
Agencies wishing to be
included on this list may send
information to the Catholic
Courier.

Household Sale

NEXT TO NEW SALE
CLOTHING, JEWELRY, BOOKS,
HOUSEWARES, ETC
OCT. 11th - 13th
9 am - 7 pm Thursday, Oct 11
9 am - 4 pm Fnday Oct. 12
9 am - noon Saturday Oct. 13
OUR LADY OF LOURDES HALL
165 Rhinechff off Monroe
$5 PER BAG
ALL DAY SATURDAY

Antiques Independent Living Ceiling Repair
| TEXTURED/SWIRLED
30th Annual Show & Sale CEILINGS: 9' x 12 ceiling only
COBBLESTONE CUPBOARD $59! Water damaged, stained,
ban 015 30 7 D |t o i
Asﬁgzawﬁh&sxﬁigig: g:e Discover an elegant new pa‘i’med, or made flat again. Any
2 floors of Eagle Vale Country *  option in Retirement size  drywall/plaster  wall
Club. Gift for holiday decorating| | Living. Call to schedulea |  [opairs, No_job too small
& giving! Free drawings private showing ’
for gift certficates. 716-388-7663
Eagle Vale Golf Course och ind dentliving.
4344 Nine M. PL RO, (A1 250) | memme———— Masony
Fairport NY MASONRY REPAIRS: Al
$1 admission donated to types. Brick and cement step
. n(':'OMPEE; , repairs. Basement walls, and
or further info 342-2359 garage foundation repairs. 40
Aduit Care years experience. Al Meyvis Sr.
ATTENTION  SENIORs: /1673231007

Dependable, honest. Help with
errands, shopping, laundry,
house cleaning, animals
walked, companionship. Call
Kathi 716/720-084.

Antiques & Gifts Sale
20-50% OFF
9034 Cratsley Hill Rd., Canadice
JUST OFF CO. RD 37, 3 MILES
SOUTH OF RT. 20 A, HONEQYE
Follow Canadice Farms Antiques signs
SAT - SUN - MON
Oct. 6-7-8, 10 am - 5 pm

Business Opportunity
ARE YOU TIRED, stressed,

and need extra money’) Call 1-

[ Call Joyce at 716.328.4340 1o piace a classifiedad " |

866-468-2629 Pin 8150 or
e-mail: regi_reliv@webtv.net.

Moving & Hauling

K-D Moving & s
Storage, Inc. [
Experience m office,
household moving and
dehvencs
or Small, We do them All!
3.6610/473-4357
23 Arlingion St. Rochester NY 14607
NYDOT#9657

Painting &
Wallcovering

AL MEYVIS, JR.:. Painting
interior/exterior. Basement

walls  repaired/painted/ wet
basements. Carpentry, power-
washing, decks, etc. All types
home repairs. Small jobs
welcome. (I do all my own
work. No sub-contractors.)
Certified. 392-4435, 323-2876.

CASWET REFACING
SINCE Y71 o~
* SAVE TIME @ @J'
- Usually 3 days o
* SAVE TROUBLE

* SAVE TI‘IOIISANDS
+ - Hal the

Counhr'l'oulndi-unm
Fully Insured * Labor & Material
Warranties + References
Save 15% pre holidays
Call 232-1750

Triple C Home Repair

& Rod’s Handyman Service
No Job too small « We do it all

« Carpentry * Smali remodeling jobs

* Repair or build wood decks and fences

* Repair or build porches, steps, handicap ramps

* Shingle or cedar shingle replacement

» Repair or replace windows and doors

* Light trim moldings & roof repairs

Reliable and reasonable rates

Call Rod for free estimate 766-4462
After 6 pm call 256-0736



rochesterindependentliving.com
mailto:regi_reliv@webtv.net

