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McQuaid priests mark milestones

By Rob Cullivan
Staff writer

The Society of Jesus has at least three
reasons to celebrate 2001, and they're all
at McQuaid Jesuit High School in
Rochester.

On Sept. 21, Father Philip Judge, SJ, the
school's principal, and Father Frederick G.
Betti, §], chairman of the school’s religious
studies department, made the solemn pro-

- fession of their final vows during Mc-

Quaid’s annual Mass of the Holy Spirit in-
volving the faculty and student body.

And on Aug. 14, Father Francis J. Mc-
Namara, SJ, McQuaid’s alumni director,
celebrated the 60th anniversary of his en-
trance into the order. Jesuits date their an-
niversaries from their novitiate year, not
their ordination year, which in Father Mc-
Namara’s case was 1954.

For Fathers Judge and Betti, the solemn
profession was the final stage a Jesuit and
the society take in recognizing the perma-
nent commitment each has made to the
other, Father Betti said. He took perpetu-
al vows of poverty, chastity and obedience
in 1981 to the men’s religious order, and
the solemn profession reaffirms those
vows, he said. Additionally, he said, the Je-
suits take special vows of obedience to the
pope, as well as to take special care for the
instruction of children.

He added that after the Mass, he and Fa-
ther Judge went to the school’s chapel
where they took five additional vows,
which call on them to make no efforts to

relax the Jesuits’ vows of poverty and to es-
chew any ambition for high office inside
or outside the church.
Appointments

Bishop Matthew H. Clark has an-
nounced these appointments:

¢ Father Richard J. Beligotti, to pastor,
St. Salome Parish, Rochester, effective
Sept. 20, from St. John the Evangelist
Parish, Humboldt St., Rochester, where
he was assigned for Father William
Spilly’s sabbatical.

¢ Father David L. Bonin, to pastor, St.
Margaret Mary Parish, Apalachin, effec-
tive Oct. 30, from pastor of St. Mary of
the Lake Parish, Watkins Glen, and St.
Benedict Parish, Odessa.

* Also, Bishop Clark has appointed Fa-
ther Berard Dudek, of the Order of Fri-
ars Minor Conventual, as pastor of St. Hy-
acinth Parish, Auburn, at the
recommendation of Father Michael
Kolodziej, OFM, minister provincial of
the Conventual Franciscan Friars of the
St. Anthony of Padua Province.
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Jesuit Fathers Philip Judge (left) and Frederick Betti of McQuaid Jesuit High
School took their final vows Sept. 21, and paused for a picture in the school’s
chapel. Behind them is a statue of St. Francis Xavier, the school’s patron saint.

Both priests have several graduate de-
grees between them, and have worked in
numerous administrative and educational
capacities for their order.

A native of Queens, Father Judge en-
tered the Society of Jesus in August 1980,
at St. Andrew’s Hall in Syracuse. He pro-
fessed his perpetual vows Aug. 16, 1982, at
Fordham University in Manhattan. From
1986-89, Father Judge taught English and
theology at McQuaid. On June 13, 1993,
Father Judge was ordained to the priest-
hood at Fordham, and then served in New
York City. He was named principal of Mc-
Quaid in the spring of 2000.

In addition to his work at McQuaid, Fa-
ther Judge also serves as sacramental min-
ister at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish,
Brighton, and at Nazareth College.

Father Betti was born in Buffalo, and
graduated from Canisius College in 1979
with a bachelor’s degree in religious stud-
ies. That same year, in August, he entered
the Jesuits from St. Andrew Hall, and pro-
fessed his perpetual vows on Aug. 14,
1981. On June 9, 1990, he was ordained a
priest at St. Joseph'’s Cathedral, Buffalo.
Since then, he has served at McQuaid. In
addition to his teaching duties, he oversees
the school’s service programs, and has
served as moderator of the freshman and
senior classes.

Father Betti has also assisted the cam-
pus ministry board at Our Lady of Mercy
High School, Brighton, with its retreats
and liturgies. Along with Father Judge, he
also serves at Our Lady of Lourdes.

Father Betti said he is glad he devoted

his life to the education of adolescents.

“I'd say that this is the most important
age at which we can help the formation of
a person,” he said.

Father Judge echoed those sentiments.

“There’s probably no four-year period
where a kid does more growing up than in
high school,” the principal said.

Meanwhile, Father McNamara is still
keeping busy at age 78. A native of Pough-
keepsie, he entered the Jesuits in 1941 in
Brookiyn. From 1956-59, he taught Eng-
lish, religion and Latin at McQuaid. In
1959, he went to Brooklyn Preparatory to
serve as a guidance counselor, a position
he also subsequently held at two other
schools. He returned to McQuaid in 1985
to become a guidance counselor to upper
grade students, a position he held until he
was appointed alumni director.

Father McNamara also serves as mod-
erator of an alumni mothers’ group as well
as moderator of the parents’ association.

" In addition to his work at McQuaid, Fa-
ther McNamara assists at the parishes of
Holy Ghost, Gates, and Our Mother of Sor-
rows, Greece. He also serves on the Dio-
cese of Rochester’s priests’ council.

The priest said he celebrated his 60th
anniversary as a Jesuit with a Mass July 8 —
his birthday — at the motherhouse for the
Sisters of Mercy in Brighton, where he al-
so often presides at liturgies.

He added that he likes to get out on the
nines in his spare time.

“I still play some golf, but the backswing
is shorter than it used to be,” he said with
a chuckle.

College choir soothes Manhattan with songs

A choir from Nazareth College,
Rochester, spent Sept. 20-21 in Manhattan
singing patriotic songs, hymns and spiri-
tuals to give comfort to a city still in shock
from the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks that may
have killed more than 6,500 people.

The tour was organized by Dr. Bryan
Hunter, coordinator of the music therapy
program at Nazareth. Hunter said he was
inspired to organize the trip after watch-
ing a TV news report that told of someone
performing or playing patriotic songs to
comfort people standing in a line in down-
town Manhattan at an armory. The people
were there to file missing persons reports
on relatives lost in the rubble of the col-
lapsed World Trade Center.

Hunter said 42 students, six faculty
members and one student parent made
the trip, funded by an arionymous donor.
The choir, created just for the trip, had two
one-hour rehearsals in the days before,
practicing such songs as “America the
Beautiful” and “Amazing Grace.”

On Sept. 20, the chonr performed at
three fire stations that had lost firefighters

in'thi€ tragedy, as well as at Union Square

in Manhattan where many New Yorkers
have been creating a makeshift memorial
site to the attack’s victims,

“They were very appreciative of the sup-

port,” Hunter said of the firefighters who.

listened to the choir’s performances. “It
was really, I think, a humane thing to do.”
On Sept. 21, the choir performed at a se-
curity checkpoint about five blocks from
the site of the attacks, and could see the
ruins of World Trade Center Building No.
7, he said. Later that day the choir per-
formed at a memorial service in Bellevue
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Hospital. The volunteers returned to
Rochester that night.

“They were very much moved by the
whole experience,” Hunter said of his vol-
unteers. “Some of them were crying at
times when we were singing.”

~Rob Cullivan
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