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Priest helps 
at Pentagon 
By l a n d a Busetti 
Catholic Ncvvs St m e t 

ARLINGTON \ i - i u h c r 
Stephen M e d i a n •> twong turn on 
his wa> to \r l ingt n N inon il C tmt 
terv the morning of Sept 11 took 
him du ectlv unfit r the t light path of 
a hijacked anlui t r in it s t ionds l u t r 
slammed into the Pentagon 

T h e KLintl i d n m d p u t s t 
parochial vu/u it St XnihoroPiiish 
m Palls ( hun.li w ts MliiHifin trali ir 
neai I h e J k n u g o n uound 1 ) -5")am 
when he n tictd LII U without w trn 
HiR t p l i n i ] is (d >0 Put rv i IIIL 

cars d ipp ing i hv.hr pole " ht fort 
plowing into the Pentagon 

ML took oils loi inoinnncr, the siek 
from his gl n c compai lint nt 
grabbed his stole ind book loi the 
tare of the sic k k ft his c u md i an 
to the front 1 m n oi tht Pent igon 

Right w i v he s ud about six to 
10 injured and b u i n t d Mttims wi IL 
brought out T iher McGraw told 
the lnjmcd th it Jesus v* is with them 
and lie inoi i iud one seriously 
burned n u n 'wiijj on his biek who 
told the priest he w is Catholic 

He prated with others who weie 
injured including i woman who 
asked the priest to tell her parents 
that the loved them 

After the fit si half houi there 
were n o mor injui ed to jninistt i lo 
so he and die ixher diaplains waned 
as the fire continued to burn inside 
the Pentagon 

Father McGiaw was joined by r a 
tfaer Francis deRota parochial \ usu
al Arlington s Our Lady of Lourdcs 
.fgptfe, who h i d parked h u car and 
" :d to the Pentagon By after 

[n, mihtar) officers invited Fa 
McGraw and deRoba to the 

>n s inner courtyard where 
mental health workers were assem 
biad and a mortuary was being set 
tin! There , the priests prayed the 

j r o n r y for die victims 
• "I realized this was where I was 
meant to bje This was where God 
wanted me," Father McGraw said 

Pakistani priest fears big backlash 
By Stephen Steele 
Catholic News Service 

FRIBOURG, Switzerland - Islamic fun
damentalists in Pakistan have threatened 
to attack Christian churches if their gov
ernment assists the United States in its 
search for Saudi terrorist Osama bin 
Laden, said the director of die Pakistani 
bishops' human rights office. 

Father Khalid Rashid Asi, die director, 
said fundamentalist groups have issued a 
warning to Pakistani President Muham
mad Rafiq Tarar that if he allows the 
United States to use Pakistani air space or 
allows U.S. ground troops to attack 
Afghanistan from Pakistan, t h e funda
mentalists will attack Christian churches 
and buildings. 

"The fundamentalists see us as being 
from America. They see America as be
ing a Christian country, so they believe 
that we receive all our funding and sup
port from the United States," Father Asi 
said. 

"For us, violence is our daily bread. 
Death is always around the corner," Fa-
dier Asi told Catholic News Service in Fri-
bourg, where he was attending the Union 
of International Catholic Press world con
gress. 

Bin Laden, based in Afghanistan, is be
lieved to be one of the masterminds be
hind Sept. 11 attacks on die World Trade 
Center and the Pentagon. Pakistan sealed 
its borders with Afghanistan and sent a 
delegation to warn the Afghan govern
ment of the danger of a possible U.S. at
tack. 

Father Asi said he was in his Faisalabad 
home when he heard die news of die at
tacks. H e said that at that moment he 
feared a backlash against Pakistan's Chris-
dans if die United States retaliated against 
a Muslim country. 

"Muslims have the concept that all 
Muslims are one community. All Muslims 
are brothers. They cannot attack anodier 
Muslim," Father Asi said. 

www.catholiccourier.com 

Pregnant? Need Help? 
Catholic Catholic Family Center's Pregnancy Hotline 

Family 
Center 

25 Franklin Street • Sibley Tower Building, 7th Floor 
Rochester, New York 14604-1007 •716-546-7220 

www.cfcrochester.org 

CALL 1-800-CARK-002 
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Reuters/CNS 

Passersby leave money with Afghan refugee children in a cart on a road near the 
Pakistani city of Peshawar Sept. 18. Pakistani officials were fearing a flood of 
refugees from Afghanistan amid worries of a U.S. retaliation against the country. 

"Fundamentalists believe that they are 
in a holy war with the West. l£ they (West
erners) fight Afghanistan, then they are 
fighting other Muslims. They won't allow 
America to invade Afghanistan from Pak
istan," he said of the fundamentalists. 

FaUier Asi said he was informed by tele
phone Sept. 17 by a worker in die human 
rights office of the threat against the 
Christian churches. He said Pakistani po
lice have been dispatched to guard Chris
tian buildings and places of worship. 

The priest said that in the days follow
ing the attacks, many Muslim groups ex
pressed solidarity with the United States. 

"But diere were fundamentalist groups 
that said it was good that something bad 
happened to a superpower. They said, 
'Maybe now the United States will under
stand what human rights means, '" Fadier 

Paint Problems Solved! 

Asi said. "There's a lot of anger in Pak
istan against the United States" over some 
aspects of its foreign policy concerning 
Islamic peoples. 

Father Asi said that threats against Pak
istan's Christians occur every time a Mus
lim country is in conflict with the United 
States. 
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Shaheen Problem Hot Line 

266-1525 
SUUteemfo 

476 State St. (Corner Jay) 

546-4450 
M/F9-5, Sat. 10-2 

Large Indoor Display 
www.marrionmonuments.com 
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We're Moving 
In early October, 2001 

Panorama Valley Office Park in Penflelld 
625 Panorama Trail, Bldg. 1, Suite 200 

Glen A. Mclntyre, D.D.S. 
Michael J. Garrity, D.D.S. • Anna Belous, D.D.S. 

Look forward to seeing your smile in our new location. 
" While our professional staff remains the same we have expanded to 
better serve your dental needs widi intraoral cameras, nitrous oxide, 

new equipment and much, much more! 
Come help uscelebrate with our special on bleaching to help 

get your smile ready for die holidays. 

Call for details! 381-9873 
Comprehensive Cosmetic 

And Preventive Family Dental Care 

'Family Dental Care 
Special In-House Trea tmen t Inc ludes : 
Cosmetic • Endodontics • Dentures • Partials 

Soft Tissue Management • Bleaching 
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