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Vatican warns advances may result in racism 
By John Thavis 
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY - The Vatican warned 
that globalization and technological ad­
vances are threatening to generate new 
forms of racism against society's weakest 
members, including immigrant popula­
tions, die poor and die unborn. 

It called on governments to be vigilant 
against the creation of a "sub-category of 
human beings," which it said would repre­
sent a "new and terrible form of slavery." 

The comments came in a new edition of 
the document, "The Church and Racism," 
by the Pontifical Council for Justice and 
Peace. First published in 1988, it was re­
vised ahead of the World Conference 
Against Racism, Racial Discrimination, 
Xenophobia and Related Intolerance, 
scheduled for Aug. 31-Sept 7 in Durban, 
South Africa. 

The document includes the original 
1988 text and a new 15-page introduction, 
prepared as a contribution to the U.N.-
sponsored racism conference, to which the 
Vatican was sending a delegation. A copy 
was obtained by Catholic News Service. 

The introduction clearly signaled the 
Vatican's determination to make migra­
tion, poverty and pro-life issues a key part 
of its agenda at die U.N. conference. It al­
so called for a major educational effort 
against racism and intolerance and gave 
qualified support for affirmative action 
programs. 

The document described a troubling ar­
ray of discriminatory practices that have 
emerged in various parts of die world, in­
cluding ethnic or nationalistic wars, "zero 
immigration" laws, new forms of exploita­
tion against immigrants or children, and 
racist messages on die Internet 

It linked these developments to die 
rapidly accelerating globalization, which 
has brought economic opportunities to 
some populations but created cultural dis­
integration in others. 

The document said rejection of foreign-
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Immigrants become U.S. citizens at a July 4 naturalization service in Arlington, 
Va. In a revised edition of a 1988 letter on racism, the Pontifical Council for 
Justice and Peace warned that globalization and technology threaten to gener­
ate new forms of racism against immigrant populations, the poor and the 
unborn. 

ers or those of other races often occurs 
when there is "fear of a loss of identity in a 
world becoming planetary too rapidly." 
Paradoxically, while the globe's peoples 
and cultures are intermingling more than 
ever, discrimination has not decreased and 
is perhaps worsening, it said. 

Discussing new forms of discrimination, 
it said that since 1988 two "great global di­
vides have grown deeper." 

"The first is die ever more tragic phe­
nomenon of poverty and social discrimi­
nation, and the other, more recent and less 
widely condemned, concerns the unborn 
child as die subject of experimentation and 
technological intervention," it said. 

As examples, it cited die use of embryos 
in artificial procreation, die creation of 
what is known as "superfluous embryos," 
and the use of embryos in so-called thera-

peutic cloning. 
"Here diere is a risk of a new form of 

racism, for die development of diese tech­
niques could lead to die creation of a 'sub­
category of human beings,' destined basi­
cally for die convenience of certain odiers. 
This would be a new and terrible form of 
slavery," it said. 

It warned that die temptation of eugen­
ics, die attempt to improve a race through 
control of hereditary factors, was poten­
tially strong today, especially if exploited by 
powerful commercial interests. 

The document said die Internet some­
times has become a conduit for racist and 
discriminatory messages, and it called on 
public authorities to protect the common 
good and "avoid letting serious prejudices 
enter society by means of communication." 

Before the Durban conference, some 

Arab countries drew the ire of Israel and 
die United States, saying diey wanted par­
ticipants to examine Zionism — which sup­
ports the state of Israel — as a form of 
racism. The Vatican document did not di-
recdy address diat, but denounced anti-
Semitism and said anti-Zionism sometimes 
serves as "a screen for anti-Semitism." 

In an interview Aug. 28 with the Vatican 
agency Fides t Archbishop Diarmuid Mar­
tin, die Holy See's permanent observer to 
U.N. offices in Geneva and head of die Vat­
ican delegation to Durban, said no one 
equates Zionism with racism anymore. But 
he said the conference might try to address 
die question of Palestinian suffering in oth-
er ways. 

The Vatican document indirectly 
touched upon anodier controversial topic 
of die racism conference, die question of fi­
nancial compensation to descendants of 
slaves. 

The document said that, from a legal 
point of view, all persons have a right to eq­
uitable reparation if personally and direct­
ly they have suffered material or moral in­
jury. Ideally, reparation should erase all the 
consequences of die injustice. When diat is 
not possible, some form of equivalent 
compensation should be made — but diat, 
die document acknowledged, is often dif­
ficult to calculate. 

The document said the principle of repa­
ration also has implications in relations be­
tween nations, for example, die "obligation 
of giving substantial help to developing 
countries." 

The Vatican expressed qualified support 
for affirmative action policies, which aim 
to advance the position of racial or edinic 
groups that have been discriminated 
against in die past — for example, in creat­
ing special employment, education or fi­
nancial opportunities. 

The Vatican said that, in die end, such 
policies are legitimate as long as diey are 
temporary and do not end up indefinitely 
maintaining different rights for different 
groups. 
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A n n o u n c e m e n t s 

ADOPTIONS The Catholic 
Courier does not publish 
adoption edvtxtMng. To obtain 
a M of agencies that serve 
birth mother* and adoptive 
parents, c a l 716-328-4340. 
Agencies wishing to be 
induoed on this 1st may send 
information to the Catholic 
Courier. 

Help Wanted 

HELP NEEDED: Responsible 
person needed to assist in 
home daycare 20 hours per 
week.288-8756. 

WE NEED YOU! The Catholic 
Courier wants to hear from you! 
Go to www.pulseresearch.com/ 
catholiccourier and complete 
an online reader survey. Your 
name will be entered in a 
drawing for $5,000 in cash 
prizes; $3,000 first, $1,000 2nd 
and $500 3rd and 4th prizes. 

PRINCIPAL 
NEEDED 

Pre-K-Grade6 (110 pupils) 

ST. JOSEPH'S 
WAYLAND, NEW YORK. 

Must be practicing Cathofc. 
Administrative Degree preferred. 

Send cover letter and 
resume to: Sr. Elaine Engtert 

1150 Bu(&*> Road 
Rochester. NY 14624 

716428-3210 
or e-maJ: Engteft@dor.org. 

Help Wanted 

PLANNED GIVING 
OFFICER 

The dkxeee is looking for an 
MMdua l who has a deep 

understanding of and 
commitment to Christian 

stewardship, who has a basic 
understanding of current 

Cathofc theology and who 
has a gjft for working with 

people. Technical training will 
be provided where necessary. 

Contact George Noel 
foraAJrtionalimormation: 

P.O. Box 610 
Crookston, MN 56716 
gncel@crookston.org There are ddariy people In our community 

ato are having dMfcufty during with the 
day-to-day tarts of personal cam, laundry, 
maal preparation and light cleaning. If you 
want to blip, *» can provide you the atito 
you mad to be the peraon who can make a 
big difference In the quaKy of their lives! 
Our Home Heath Aide Training Program 

wl prepare you help these clients meet the 
chalanpeotr^ face with olp^ty-enattng, 

ftetntoaalely teniatolnthoif hofneii 
hennaed? Ytw can be part of The Teamr 
Wa have a training schedule that wl meat 

yournesdil We can be reached 
MonrJay-FrirJay9iMarn-4«)pmat 

(716)546-2393 

HELP WANTED 
Rectory Housekeeper 

SACRED HEART ' 
CATHEDRAL 

5 hours a day, Monday-Friday. 
Cleaning, laundry & weekly 

' shopping- Working experience. 
F a r i n g ability and references 
necessary with ability to provide 

own transportation. For an 
application, please cal 254-3221. 

^COURIER CLASSIFIEDS 

PROPERTY 

Independent Living 

Discover an elegant new 
option in Retirement 

Living. Call to schedule a 
private showing 

716-388-7663 
rocn com 

Ceiling Repair 

T E X T U R E D / S W I R L E D 
CEILINGS: 9' x 12' ceiling only 
$59! Water damaged, stained, 
poorly textured/swirled ceilings 
repaired, re-textured, re­
painted, or made flat again. Any 
size drywall/plaster wall 
repairs. No job too small. 
716/392-5076. 

CALL 
JOYCE 

716.328*4340 

to place a 

classified ad 

SERVICES SERVICES 

Masonry 

MASONRY REPAIRS: All 
types. Brick and cement step 
repairs. Basement walls, and 
garage foundation repairs. 40 
years experience. Al Meyvis Sr. 
716-323-1007. 

Moving & Hauling 

Home Improvement 

K-D Moving & 
Storage, Inc. 
Experience in office, 
household moving and 
deliveries. 

Hie m Small We do thm All! 

473-6610/4734357 
23 Arlington Si. Rochester NY 14607 

NYDOT»9657 

Painting & Wallcovering 

AL MEYVIS, JR.: Painting 
interior/exterior. Basement 
walls repaired/painted/wet 
basements. Carpentry, power-
washing, decks, etc. All types 
home repairs. Small jobs 
welcome. (I do all my own 
work. No sub-contractors.) 
Certified. 392-4435, 323-2876. 

Ask yourself is your repairman too 
expensive, unreliable, unpredictable? 
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R o o f 
- G u t t e r 
• C h i m n e y 
• M a s o n r y 
• S i d i n g ; 
• D o o r s 
• W i n d o w s 
• C a r p e n t r y 

• Insu la t ion 
• Ventilation 
• Chimney Liners 
• Basement Walls 

Pa in ted /Repa i red 
1 Water Proofed 
• Gu t t e r s Cleaned 

»ERT EVACUATION^ FOrLYlNSURE! 
FREE ESTIMATES • GUARANTEED • SENIOR DISCOUNT 

Sincsi988 Johnathon A. Geer 
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ii4s 3 3 8 - 9 8 6 5 IK 
Zim •> For 24 Hour Emaraenelaa. Call 764-8204 I<a1am Si For 24 Hour Emergencies, Call 764-8204 

www.toptobtm.com 

SAVE 1/3 ON CATHOLIC COURIER CLASSIFIED ADS! \ 

15 WORDS FOR $10 
Three consecutive weeks minimum • 50£ per additional word • Expires 9/30/01 

I 
Fil in the above boxes with your ad. Enclose with check or money order and mail, to: I 

Catholic Courier Classifieds, 1150 Buffalo Rd., Rochester, 14624 I 
Number of weeks ad should run Enclosed is my check for $ J 

I 
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