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"All of my children are welfare babies," 
Husner acknowledged matter-of-factly. 

According to the state Rural Housing 
Coalition, one-third of all New Yorkers liv­
ing below the poverty line can be found in 
rural communities such as the Husners'. 
Much of this poverty falls within the Dio­
cese of Rochester, which has only one city 
with a population over 35,000 in its 12-
county area. Inadequate housing, scant 
employment opportunities, few trans­
portation options and limited access to 
social and health services are among the 
challenges these rural poor face. 

In Schuyler County, Conley said, her 
Montour Falls office offers programs and 
services to assist a large caseload of un­
wed mothers, domestic-violence victims 
and at-risk youths. She also estimates that 
one-quarter of the county's adult resi­
dents have not finished high school. 

"Because poorer families often do not 
instill in their children the value of edu­
cation, the academic track record is 
bleak," she said. 

The cumulative effect of these factors 
can be crippling, said Mercy Sister Lisette 
O'Brien, director of Tioga County Rural 
Ministry. 

"Some people can't get things together 
and that's a-real poverty. They don't know 
how to tackle their own problems," Sister 
O'Brien said. Many clients of the Owego-
based ecumenical outreach, she observed, 
are affected by a variety of "uns" — 
unchurched, uninsured, unmarried. 

Conley said the poverty seems to' be 
growing in her area. Following the imple­
mentation of welfare reform, she said, the 
caseload of people accessing her agency's 
food pantries increased from 7,956 in 
1997 to 18,937 in 2000. 

"The problem is so large, it's hard to 
get your arms around it," said Tim McMa-
hon, director of Catholic Charities of Liv­
ingston County. 

Yet for such a big problem, the rural 
poor often escape public notice. On the 
one hand, McMahon said poverty is no­
ticeable in such small villages as Mount 
Morris, where his Catholic Charities of­
fice is frequented by people seeking such 
basic products as soap, deodorant and de­
tergent. 

But the poverty mounts even further, 
Allyn Smith said, the farther one gets 
away from civilization. 

"The worst houses are hidden," re­

marked Smith, executive director of the 
Bishop Sheen Ecumenical Housing Foun­
dation in Rochester. 

Smith said that even though housing 
conditions may violate codes, die areas 
are often so deserted that few neighbors 
or passers-by are around to complain. 

"Many of our rural counties have con­
ditions equal to Third World countries. 
You'd never think there would be out­
houses or contaminated water, but there 
is," Smith said. 

Major challenges 
Bishop Sheen Housing, a joint effort of 

the Catholic and Episcopal dioceses of 
Rochester, provides services and advoca­
cy for low-income people in die Rochester 
Diocese and Allegany County. The 
agency's primary focus is in rural areas. 

According to Smith, rural poverty in 
this diocese appears to be on the rise for 
three reasons: People who grew up poor 
are now raising the next generation in 
poverty; those who weren't previously 
poor have recendy fallen into poverty; and 
urban poor have moved from die city. 

At the same time, good j o b opportuni­
ties on farms have dwindled significantly, 
said Kathleen Dubel, justice-and-peace co­
ordinator for Catholic Charities of the 
Southern Tier. N Q longer are Uiese "die 
good old days, when farms were vibrant," 
as she put it. 

"It's really shifted," Dubel said. "These 
days, the farms in our area are in such dis­
tress that they're not trying to hire." 

Housing options are limited as well. 
Smith said rental situations are scarce in 
rural areas, and that in many cases the 
choice is "either go homeless or live in a 
mobile home." 

But Smith does not recommend that 
people buy mobile homes, saying they de­
preciate rapidly and do not allow die own­
ers to build equity. Sharing diat opinion 
is Blair Sebastian, executive director for 
the state Rural Housing Commission, of 
which Bishop Sheen Housing is a mem­
ber agency. 

"Big banks are less and less interested 
in rural places," Sebastian remarked. 
Consequendy, he said, mobile homes are 
the most immediate answer — but their fi­
nance rates can be two to three times 
higher than for mortgages. 

"Every mobile h o m e dealer is more 
than happy to put you into one - 'Boy, 
doesn't this look nice, '" Sebastian said. 

Sebastian emphasized that he doesn't 
consider mobile homes to be a substan­
dard way of living. In fact, he noted that 

A home In Alpine off Route 224. 

safety laws passed in the late 1970s led 
these homes to be manufactured widi bet­
ter insulated windows and doors, as well 
as improved wiring to cut down die threat 
of fire. 

"Mobile homes are a viable option in 
lots of situations. The crux of my resig­
nation about them is that they're not a 
means to build wealdi," Sebastian said. 

But solid credit for a mortgage is tough 
to establish in areas where good wages are 
scarce. In fact, Conley said, 50 percent of 

Schuyler County's residents work outside 
the county. 

Since public transportadon is nonexis­
tent, residents must depend on their ve­
hicles to get to work. Yet most people liv­
ing in substandard conditions cannot 
afford good cars, said Sister of St. Joseph 
Rosemary Mackie, who works out of 
Bishop Sheen Housing's Canandaigua of­
fice. This, in turn, puts badly needed jobs 
in jeopardy. 

"If your junker doesn ' t start in the 

Announcements 
ADOPTIONS The Catholic 
Courier does not publish 
adoption advertising. To obtain 
a list of agencies that serve 
birth mothers and adoptive 
parents, call 716-328-4340. 
Agencies wishing to be 
included on this list may send 
information to the Catholic 
Couner. 

HOW ARE WE DOING? Please 
give us your opinion. Go to 
www.pulseresearch.com/cathol 
iccouner and give us your 
suggestions in our online 
reader survey. Your name will 
be entered in a drawing for a 
$3,000 cash first prize. 

Help Wanted 

HELP NEEDED: Responsible 
person needed to assist in 
home daycare 20 hours per 
week.288-8756. 

WE NEED YOU! The Catholic 
Courier wants to hear from you! 
Go to www.pulseresearch.com/ 
catholiccourier and complete 
an online reader survey. Your 
name will be entered in a 
drawing for $5,000 in cash 
prizes; $3,000 .first, $1,000 2nd 
and $500 3rd and 4th prizes. 

Help Wanted Help Wanted 

PLANNED GIVING 
OFFICER 

Diocese of Crookston, 
Minnesota 

The diocese is looking for an 
individual who has a deep 

understanding of and 
commitment to Christian 

stewardship, who has a basic 
understanding of current 

Catholic theology and who 
has a gift for working with 

people. Technical training will 
be provided where necessary. 

Contact George Noel 
for additional information: 

P.O. Box 610 
Crookston, MN 56716 
gnoel@crookston.org 

PRINCIPALS NEEDED 
Pre-K - Grade 5 

(90 children) - St. Patrick's 
Owego, New York (Diocese 
of Rochester, New York) -

Must be practicing Catholic. 
Administrative degree 
preferred. Send cover 
letter and resume to: 

Sr. Elaine Englert 
1150 Buffalo Road, 

Rochester, NY 14624 
716-328-3210 or e-mail: 

Englert@dor.org. 

Celling Repair 

T E X T U R E D / S W I R L E D 
CEILINGS: 9' x 12' ceiling only 
$59! Water damaged, stained, 
poorly textured/swirled ceilings 
repaired, re-textured, re­
painted, or made flat again. Any 
size drywall/plaster wall 
repairs. No job too small. 
716/392-5076. 

Home Improvement 

Instruction 

ART CLASSES: Ages 8-adult 
by K. Falvo, retired Greece art 
teacher, at 375 Round Pond 
Lane. 716/225-1862. 

J&U; yXz. Masonry 
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There are elderly people in our community 
who are having difficulty dealing with the 

day-today tasks of personal care, laundiy. 
meal preparation and light cleaning. If you 
want to help, we can provide you the skills 
you need to be the person who can make a 

big difference in the quality of their lives! 
Our Home Health Aide Training Program 

will prepare you help these clients meet the 
challenges they face with dignity - enabling 

them to safely remain m their homes. 
Interested'' You can be part of "The Team!" 
We have a training schedule that wit! meet 

your needs! We can be reached 
Monday-Friday 9:00 am - 4:00 pm at 

Rural/Metro Medical Services 
(716)546-2393 

716.328.4340 
topteceicSttsHMad 

MASONRY REPAIRS: All 
types. Brick and cement step 
repairs. Basement walls, and 
garage foundation repairs. 40 
years experience. Al Meyvis Sr. 
716-323-1007. 

Ask yourself is your repairman too 
expensive, unreliable, unpredictable? 
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• R o o f 
' G u t t e r 

C h i m n e y 
M a s o n r y 
S i d i n g ' 
D o o r s 
W i n d o w s 
C a r p e n t r y 

• Insulat ion 
• Ventilation 
1 Chimney Liners 
• Basement Walls 

• Water Proofed 
1 Gut ters Cleaned 

TOP-TO-BOTTOM 
EXPERT EVALUATION • FULLY INSURED 

FREE ESTIMATES • GUARANTEED • SENIOR DISCOUNT 
Shce1988 Johnathon A. Goer 
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fjsjj For 24 Hour EmtrgenciM, Call 764-8204 
www.toptobtm.com 

Moving & Hauling Painting & Wallcovering 

K-D Moving & 
Storage, Inc. 
Experience in office, 
household moving and 
deliveries. 

Big or Small, Wr So than All! 
473-6610/473-4357 

23 Arlington Si. Rochester NY 14607 
NVDOT(«n57 

AL MEYVIS, JR.: Painting 
interior/exterior. Basement 
walls repaired/painted/wet 
basements. Carpentry, power-
washing, decks, etc. All types 
home repairs. Small jobs 
welcome. (I do all my, own 
work. No sub-contractors.) 
Certified. 392-4435,323-2876. 

http://www.pulseresearch.com/cathol
http://www.pulseresearch.com/
mailto:gnoel@crookston.org
mailto:Englert@dor.org
http://www.toptobtm.com

