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Symposium examines marriage, family life issues 
ARLINGTON, Va. (CNS) - Participants 

in a national symposium on marriage and 
family life were encouraged to be well-in-
formed and upbeat in their work in a field 
dial is full of challenges. 

About 400 people involved in various 
t\pes of fainilv-i elated ministry met in Ar
lington Aug. 13-18 for a symposium mark
ing the 20th anni\ersarv of Familiaris Con-
\iirtw, an apostolic exhortation on the 
Lunik that has shaped programs such as 
pie-«.ana and annulment counseling and 
natural famih planning. 

The symposium was to-sponsored by 
the l'.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops' 
iet retariats dealing with pro-life issues and 
familv programs. 

Several speakers said marriage is getting 
an unwai ranted bad rap in today's society, 
and that the church needs to do something 
about it. 

"Mairiage (today) ain't what it used to 
he for oui patents and grandparents. It's 
gone through profound changes," said Bar
bara Dafoe Whitehead, co-director of the 
National Marriage Project at Rutgers Uni
versity. 

Whitehead, author of the 1997 book, 
The Divorce Culture, said a shift in die im
portance society puts on marriage is hav
ing a profound impact on today's children. 

She said, there are "mountains of data" 
showing how children benefit most from 
two-parent families. For example, com
pared to their peers in two-parent homes, 
children living in single-parent households 
are generally more likely to experience 
poverty, academic and emotional prob
lems and to experiment widi sex. 

Parents need to leam to strike a balance, 
she said, so they realize that the needs of 
children are not always equal to the needs 
of adults. 

Scott Stanley, co-director of die Center 
for Marital and Family Studies at the Uni-
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The duties of a family laid out in the 20-year-old apostolic exhortation Familiaris 
Consortio are to form a community of persons, to serve life, to participate in the 
development of society, and to share in the life and mission of the church. 

versity of Denver, discussed a societal 
change in the way people view marriage, 
particularly when those who marry now 
may have a 45 percent chance of divorcing. 

But those who look at the high divorce 
rate and say die solution is to not get mar
ried also fail to solve die problem, he said. 

"It's not that simple," he said. "People 
still have die God-given desire to be mated 
for life, regardless of die bargaining society 
makes." 

At the opening session of the sympo
sium, Dolores Leckey, a senior fellow at 
Woodstock Theological Center, looked 
back on what went into shaping the docu-

Pope's Armenian visit challenged 
VATICAN CITY (CNS) - The govern

ment of Azerbaijan has questioned Pope 
John Paul H's planned September visit to 
Armenia, saying Azerbaijanis view Arme
nia as the aggressor in a long-standing ter
ritorial dispute. 

Azerbaijani Foreign Minister Vilayat 
Guliyev expressed his country's concerns 

»in a meeting with Archbishop Peter Zur-
briggen, die Vatican nuncio in die region. 
The two met in the Azerbaijani capital of 
Baku Aug. 17, according to a report by 
Itar-Tass. 

The report said Guliyev explained diat 
the papal visit was prompting mixed feel
ings among die Azerbaijanis. 

"The pontiffs visit to Armenia, which is 
a party to die conflict and is regarded as 
the aggressor, is not fully understood in 
Azerbaijan," Guliyev was quoted as saying. 

The foreign minister said Azerbaijan 
needs "more attention and moral sup
port" among the international communi
ty-

According to die Itar-Tass report, die 
nuncio confirmed that the pope would 
travel to Armenia following a visit to 
Kazakstan in late September and ex
pressed the Vatican's hope for a peace set-
dement of die Armenian-Azerbaijani dis
pute. 

The dispute is centered in the area of 
Nagorno-Karabakh, an enclave of Azer
baijan widi a majority population of edi-
nic Armenians. Fighting between mosdy 
Christian Armenia and mosdy Muslim 
Azerbaijan continued from 1992 to 1994, 
when a temporary cease-fire was declared, 
with Armenian forces in control of the 
area. 

ment. 
In 1980 Leckey was director of die U.S. 

bishops' 3-year-old Secretariat for the Laity 
when she attended die Synod of Bishops 
on die "Role of die Christian Family in die 
Modern World" as an adviser to U.S. par
ticipants. 

She not only was involved in die pre
sentations made by U.S. bishops to the syn
od, but when Familiaris Consortio was pub
lished a year later based on die proposals 
from die synod, it was her office at the U.S. 
bishops' conference that implemented its 
ideas. 

She recalled diat it was her boss at die 
bishops' conference, general secretary 
Bishop Thomas C. Kelly, now archbishop 
of Louisville, Ky., who ensured her place at 
the synod was egalitarian. As far as she 
knows, she was die first woman to be an of
ficial adviser to the American delegation 
to a synod, she said. 

First, she said he insisted she stay widi 
the rest of die delegation at Villa Stritch, 
the American hierarchy's residence in 
Rome, where she would be the only 
woman resident 

Bishop Kelly knew that die American 
- bishops would be speaking at die synod on 
die changing roles of women and men, she 
said. "He thought diat my being at die vil
la might illustrate, in a small way, the con
ference's commitment to women's public 
role in the church." 

In a later session, panelists discussed 
church teachings on contraception, infer
tility problems and end-of-life care. 

John S. Grabowski, associate professor 
of dieology at The Cadiolic University of 
America, said surveys show that many 
Catholics are opposed to the church's po
sition on life. "They aren't really sure what 
it is; they just know diey're opposed to it." 

The publication of Familiaris Consortio 
reaffirmed to Catholics that "die first and 
fundamental purpose of marriage is to 
transmit life," he said. "But it does not say 
families must have as many children as pos
sible. There is no negation of die gift of 
self in natural family planning." 

Diane Daly, coordinator of fertility care 
services at St. John's Mercy Medical Cen
ter in St. Louis and natural family planning 
coordinator for die Archdiocese of St. 
Louis, said most infertile couples do not 
realize that there is an alternative to in vit
ro fertilization which is "effective and 100 
percent in keeping with church teachings." 

In another address, Michael Lawler, a 
dieology professor and director of die Cen
ter for Marriage and Family at Creighton 
University in Omaha, Neb., said die church 
needs to consider how it treats people 
whose marriages don't work. 

He said about 50 percent of divorced 
Catholics remarry, but only 5 percent seek 
annulments. Couples who have been mar
ried for years, he-said, have "no desire to 
say, 'Our marriage never existed.'" 

Lawler, who served as a translator dur
ing die Second Vatican Council, said die 
council documents "made a huge differ
ence on die Catholic doctrine of mar
riage," and "reshaped die tradition of mar
riage in a way diat has not yet made its way 
into our lives." 

In one of several seminars on related 
topics held in die days before die sympo
sium, die bishops' longtime spokeswoman 
on pro-life issues told diocesan natural 
family planning coordinators diat spiritu
al preparation, a diorough understanding 
of die topic and a loving demeanor are die 
keys to successful presentation of die pro-
life message. 

Helen Alvare, who served for 10 years 
as die director of planning and informa
tion in die bishops' Secretariat for Pro-life 
Activities, said diose working in natural 
family planning and other pro-life areas 
must learn to "make your message attrac
tive." She said diat begins widi making one
self attractive to listeners. 

"If die audience rejects die person who 
is selling it, die message is lost," she said. 
"You will not command attention if you are 
viewed primarily as someone who is 
against something." 
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Tell us what 
you think of 
the Catholic 
Courier and 
get a chance 
to win $3,000! 

On the Internet Go to . . . 
www.Dulseresearch.com/catholiccourier 

The online reader survey is fast, fun and easy to do. Just type in the web 
address and answer the questions. Your opinion is extremely important to us. 

$5,000 in cash prizes offered by the National Newspaper Association and 
Pulse Research. Winners will be selected from all survey respondents in a 
national reader survey being conducted by this paper and over 100 other 

newspapers. Only online respondents are eligible. 
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