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Migrants seek local friendship and support 
It is always good to visit our migrant com­

munity — the women and men who work 
through the growing season in area fields, 
orchards and food processing plants. 
Yesterday at the Church of the Epiphany, 
Sodus, I presided at their regular Sunday 
Eucharistic Liturgy. Following the liturgy we 
went to the parish center for food, conversa­
tion and entertainment. 

These good friends — who come from 
Mexico, Guatemala and Honduras — do not 
have an easy life. The work is hard and long. 
The pay is low. O n e person told me that an 
average salary is about $600 a week. For diis 
wage a person works 15 hours a day. If this is 
true, the worker does this tough work for less 
than $6.00 an hour. And it is not unusual for 
workers to have only one day off in 20. 

Some bring their litde ones with diem. If 
you are a parent, you can appreciate far better 
than I can what this means in terms of travel, 
child care, preparing meals, health care and 
the endless attention the litde ones require. 
You can understand well that ordinary needs 
can quickly eat up their wages. That is before 
we even think of illness, accident or other dif­
ficulties. 

If care of the family is an issue for some, 
loneliness troubles others. One of the workers 
presented me with a basket of fruit to bring 
home to our household. I thanked him for the 
kindness and enjoyed the chance to speak 
with him for a while. In the course of our con­
versation, he told me diat he worked in 
Florida during the winter season and in 
Wayne County during die growing and har­
vest seasons here. 

When I asked him if he preferred to work 

along 
the way 

in Florida or here he replied, "I prefer Florida 
because I am closer to my family. I am very 
lonely here." I did not have an opportunity to 
speak with him at length. I regret that because 
I think it would have been good for both of us 
to have stayed at it. I know it would have been 
good for me to know more of his story. 

For the last 45 minutes of my visit, I sat at 
die table speaking widi some of the workers. 
Padre Jesus Flores from the Diocese of Her-
mosillo in Sonora, Mexico, and Hermana 
(Sister) Luci Romero, a Carmelite missionary 
from Michoacan, Mexico, who work with die 
migrant community, also were there, joining 
die discussion and helping me widi my feeble 
Spanish. During diat conversation I asked 
diose gadiered to tell me how we could better 
support them. All offered some response, but 
quickly looked to Sister to represent their con­
cerns. 

Hermana Luci did not talk about long 
hours or low-scale wages or working and liv­
ing conditions that often leave much to be 
desired. She did not even spend much time 
on the fear of deportation diat haunts undoc­
umented persons. Radier, she spoke about die 
yearning of die migrant community, in great 

majority Catholic, to feel welcome in our local 
church. 

When I asked her to give me some exam­
ples that might give me a clear idea of what 
we might do to deepen this sense of welcome, 
she first said, "You should come to be with us 
more often." Then she spoke with gratitude 
of the generous companionship shown to the 
migrant community by so many of our pas­
tors, other pastoral leaders and members of 
our parish communities. These efforts mean 
more than you can imagine to our friends 
from the south. 

They ask us to realize that their number 
and their needs grow every year. This summer 
there are an estimated 8,000 migrant workers 
in Wayne County. O u r friends are not asking 
more from people diey know to be very gener­
ous already. They are asking for more friend­
ship, sharing, support and concern from area 
Cadiolics. You understand well diat all of 
these imply a willingness to relate as friends to 
those who, while in our midst, are as much 
members of our local church as we are. 

I encourage all to be attentive to these sis­
ters and brodiers, and to be alert for ways in 
which we can celebrate and support dieir 
presence. In particular, I ask all of our parish 
communities that host migrant workers to 
remember diat die call to be hospitable to 
diem rests not just widi pastoral leaders but 
widi die whole community - individual 
parishes and our whole local church. These 
sisters and brodiers ask for our friendship and 
support. It means the world to diem. And 
wouldn't it be a terrible loss if we missed the 
richness of dieir faith and friendship? 

Peace to all. 

No Entrance Fee Required. Call us today! 

"We've made so many 
wonderful friends." 

"Chapel Oaks is perfect for us! We've 

made so many wonderful friends and 

the staff here are so attentive. Going 

to the dining room is like being in a 

fine restaurant and the meals are 

delicious. We're able to travel and 

maintain our busy lifestyle without 

having to worry anymore about 

property upkeep and day to day 

maintenance. We know if we go away, 

everything is taken care of Now 

that's what retirement should be." 

-Fred a n d M a r g a r e t S p a n g l e r 

The French call it joie de vivre, or love of life. 

That ability to approach life joyfully and 

fully appreciate all that each day has to offer. 

Every day, residents of Chapel Oaks, Rochester's 

newest and finest rental retirement community, 

are finding the joy of retirement living. Once 

you've experienced life at Chapel Oaks, you may 

find yourself falling in love with the true joy of 

living all over again. 

f^all in love with the tradition of St. Ann's of 

.A Greater Rochester, Inc., who for 125 years 

has provided senior adults with a truly fulfilling 

retirement lifestyle. The location of being 

perfectly situated on 14 beautiful, secluded acres 

of the St. Ann's campus and just minutes away 

from Rochester's finest shopping, entertainment 

and cultural activities. The independence to 

continue an active life style without routine 

maintenance and tiresome daily chores. The value 

of a rental concept with no entrance fee, which 

makes Chapel Oaks Rochester's most affordable 

redrement living options. The convenience of 

exceptional services and amenities, and the 

spacious one- and two-bedroom apartment homes. 

Or, fall in love with the security and peace of mind 

that comes from having priority access to a full 

continuum of health care services right on die 

St. Ann's campus. 

#Je t i r ement is your time to seize the day and 

J~ V life to its fullest; to experience your 

"joie de vivre." Please call ( 7 1 6 ) 3 4 2 - 3 0 5 2 

for more information about Chapel Oaks 

or to arrange your personal tour. Once 

you see all that we have to offer, you may 

just find yourself falling in love with the 

true joy of living all over again! 

S T . A N N ' S 
C H A P E L O A K S 

Full of Life 

1550 Portland Avenue Rochester, NY 1462.1 
(716) 342-3052 
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