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'Princess Diaries9: Disney withoutflair 
By Anne Navarro 
Catholic News Service 

N'EW YORK - Disney's "The Princess 
Diaries" is the usual fare without much 
flair. 

Unfortunately, the teen comedy has a 
pre-fab quality that connotes the Sun­
day night TV movies on "Wonderful 
World of Disney." Graceful, sophisti­
cated and elegant, Julie Andrews injects 
the film with class, and her scenes are 
among the most interesting. But it is not 
enough to make this "My Fair Lady" 
teen redux anything more than mildly 
enjoyable. 

Mia Thermopolis (Anne Hathaway) is 
.. shv San Francisco teenager living at 
home with her eccentric artist mom, 
Helen (Caroline Goodall). Mia's awk­
wardness permeates everything she 
does, from debate class (public speak­
ing makes her physically ill) to Softball 
(she's about to fail gym). • 

And she's a constant target for Lana 
(pop singer Mandy Moore), the bullying 
cheerleader and most popular girl in 
school, as well as Lana's mean little min­
ions. Mia's only wish is to make it 
through the 10th grade. 

It comes as quite a surprise when the 
paternal grandmother she's never met 
bounces into town to announce that Mia 
is a princess. And a princess whose 
country desperately needs her. 

Just two months earlier, the father 
whom she never knew but who always 
sent birthday gifts died. Her parents 
had divorced just after Mia was born. 
Queen Clarisse (Andrews), Mia's new­
found grandmother, reveals that Mia is 
next in line for the throne of Genovia, 
a tiny European principality somewhere 
between France and Spain. 

Mia is not interested, but no one says 
"no" to the formidable queen. So, how-
to-be-a-princess lessons begin. Yet these 
scenes do not live up to their comic po­
tential. Instead the audience sees nu­
merous scenes in which poor Mia is re­
lentlessly teased at her tony private 

Disney/CNS 
(From left) Anne Hathaway, Julie Andrews and Hector Ellzondo star in the teen 
comedy film, "The Princess Diaries." 

school - even after her wild and frizzy 
hair gets a major overhaul from Italian 
hair styling master Paolo (Larry Miller). 
And interest wanes again when the San 
Francisco press, upon discovering they 
have their very own local princess, at­
tack Mia with their intrusive cameras 
and microphones. 

Teen-age girls might appreciate the 
film's romantic angle, which has Mia go­
ing for the wrong guy (Erick Von Det-
ten) while ignoring Mr. Right (Robert 
Schwartzman), who was pining for Mia 
even before he knew she was royalty. 

Heather Matarazzo plays Mia's 
quirky yet angst-ridden best friend Lil­
ly. She often steals the scene, especial­
ly when her green monster rears its ug­
ly head to announce that the now 
beautiful Mia has sold out and is a 
"crowd wannabe." 

Director Garry Marshall gets kudos 
for casting Andrews, and Hector Eli-
zondo as the queen's security guard 

who befriends Mia. Both add much to 
the film. And though Hathaway ex­
hibits some talent for physical comedy, 
she needs a solid supporting cast such 
as this one to help her carry the film. 

Though roadblocks are placed in 
Mia's path, her future as a princess is 
never in doubt. In the end, Marshall 
wraps it up with a Disneyesque moral: 
Mia learns to believe in herself and re­
alizes the importance of self-sacrifice. 
Not too bad a message for such a 
mediocre movie. 

Parents should be aware of a slight 
undermining of authority and a few 
brief kissing scenes. The U.S. Confer­
ence of Catholic Bishops classification 
is A-I - general patronage. The Motion 
Picture Association of America rating 
is G - general audiences. 

• • • 
Navarro is on the staff of the U.S. Con­

ference of Catholic Bishops' Office for Film 
and Broadcasting. 
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'Pollock' 
Huwerful portrait of modern irtist 

Jackson Pollock (Ld Hains) hu tu 
mulluous lelanonship with wife I^ee 
hrusner (Mania Gay Ilaiden) and his 
iu>c and fall horn l.imt liar ITS dircc 
tonal dtbul i& an appiopi lately re 
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A III - adults. The MB* rating u R - re-
ftneted. (Columbia TnStar) 
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Announcements m 

ADOPTIONS The Catholic 
Courier does not publish adop­
tion advertising. To obtain a list 
of agencies that serve birth 
mothers and adoptive parents, 
call 716-328-4340. Agencies 
wishing to be included on this 
list may send information to the 
Catholic Courier. 

HOW ARE WE DOING?Please 
give us your opinion. Go to 
www.pulseresearch.coni/cathol 
iccourier and give us your sug­
gestions in our online reader 
survey. Your name will be 
entered in a drawing for a 

$3,000 cash first prize. 

For Sale 
SHEEPSKINS: LARGE, 
MACHINE WASHABLE. 100% 
natural white, gray, brown, 
black from my flock. A treat for 
anyone, especially beneficial 
for seasoned citizens or wheel­
chair-bound folks. Great value-
pure comfort! $125 including 
tax/shipping. Robin Nistock 

J07/522-4374. Email: sheep-
Tnom© ptd.net. 

Call 716-3284340 
to place a 

classified ad 

Help Wanted Help Wanted 

Ttare am atdarty pnpit in our comnrty 
<rto are having aVculy daatng a * t» 

a a y « ^ r t M of penonatcimJaniK 
maal preparation and Ight daanftia. ffyou 
want to help, wt can provide you tw aHb 
you naed to bt lha panon who can maVa a 

bigrj*afancainrj)equairyoftrc*lvw! 
Our Home Haaan Aida TraMny nuyiaiii 

w i prepare you help these dan* matt tw 
craaenoe«tieytacew»dTgnily-enabl 

ihem to aerety remain in their tama. 
MereetettVbucanbepertot'rha TaemT 
we have a training schedule that w i meet 

yourneedsl We can be reached 
Mor«j3y-FriaayM0am-4ffl)pmal 

Runl/ lrMro atadfcai Service* 
(716)546-2393 

Assistant Superintendent 
for WIN Programs 

Diocese of Rochester seeking 
applicants to promote good 

communication between and 
among WIN (Wegman Inner 

City) schools' donors, the 
schools and the Diocese; 

advances student achievement 
and growth through support 
and challenge of principals; 

coordinates school advocates 
for WIN schools; develops stu­
dent demographic and acade­

mic data; coordinates early 
childhood program within the 
schools. Please send cover 

letter and resume to: Barbara 
Pedeville 

1150 Buffalo Road 
Rochester, New York 14624, 

716-328-3210 or e-mail 
illeQoor.org 

CHfLDCARE NEEDED foe 6,4, 
2 year olds in my home. Must 
have own transportation and 
excellent references. 716/426-
3489. 

POSIT ION AVAILABLE 
StBonaventureUnrversity 

seeks applicants for a fun time 
associate university minister 

whose primary lesponsibilrty wfll 
bettieMurgicalljfeoftfie 

University. Strong music skills 
with liturgical experience need­
ed. The duties would include 

planning and scheduling all litur­
gical services, preparing liturgi­
cal ministers, and leading the 

music ministry. The ideal candi-
date for this position- will have 
excellent interpersonal'skills, 
working collaboratively with 
members of the University 

Ministry team and other mem­
bers erf the Unrversity communi­
ty. An MS degree in Liturgical 
Music, Liturgy, or equivalent 
required. Send resume and 

cover letter to 
Sr. Anne Dougherty, 0SF, 

Vice-President for University 
Ministries, PO Box AR, 

St. Bonaventure, NY 14778 or 
call 716-375-2600 for further 

information. Application deadline 
August 31,2001. 

Help Wanted 

WE NEED YOU! The Cathoic 
Courier wants to hear from you! 
Go to www.puisere6earch.coin/ 
catholiccourier and complete. 
an online reader survey. Your 
name wiM be entered in a draw­
ing for $5,000 in cash prizes; 
$3,000 first, $1,000 2nd and 
$500 3rd and 4th prizes. 

School Photographers 
and Assistants 

Monroe & Surrounding 
Counties 
Will Train 

CALL 787-1070 
Between 9am - 5pm 

Upstate 

Celling Repair 

TEXTURED/SWIRLED CEIL­
INGS: 9' x 12' ceiling only $59! 
Water damaged, stained, poor­
ly textured/swirled ceilings 
repaired, re-textured, re-paint­
ed, or made flat again. Any size 
drywali/plaster wail repairs. No 
job too small. 716/392-5076. 

Masonry 

MASONRY REPAIRS: AH 
types. Brick and cement step 
repairs. Brick, block, concrete, 
patchwork. 40 years experi­
ence. Al Meyvts Sr. 716-323-
1007. 

Moving <t Hauling 

Painting 
and 

Wallcovering 

K-D Moving & 
Storage, Inc. 
Experience in office. _ 
hourho ld moving and" 
deBvenes. 

Bwor Small. WtdotkrmAU! 
47«610/47S-4357 

23 Arlington St. RocncMrr NY 14607 
NYDOT«9657 

mBMBammmmmmmmm 

AL MEYVK, JR.: Painting inte­
rior/exterior. Basement walls 
repalred/painted/wet base­
ments. Carpentry, powerwash-
ing, decks, etc. All types home 
repairs. Srnal jobs welcome. (| 
do a l my own work. No sub­
contractors.) Certified. 392-
4435, 323-2876. 

www.catholiccourier.Gom 

Home Improvement 

Jl 

Ji 
S i d i n g : 
E>oorr» 
W i n d o w s 
C a r p e n t r y 

• Ve n t i I a t i o n 
• Chimney Liners 
' Basement Walls 

Painted 'Rep^: --"" 
• W a t e r P r o o f e d 
1 Gutters Cleaned 
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EXPERT EVALUATION • FULLY INSURED 
FREE ESTIMATES • GUARANTEED . SENIOR DISCOUNT 

A sinenses Jonnatnon A. Gear <j£3b 

4» 338-9865 • 
tjrajn For 24 How Emergencies. Call 7S4^204 ' ^ L ? 
* * * . . www.toptobtm.com taw 
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