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FEATURE

‘Princess Dharies’ Dzsney without flazr

By Anne Navarro

-Catholic News Service

NEW YORK — Disney's “The Princess
Diaries” is the usual fare without much
flair.

Unfortunately, the teen comedy has a
pre-fab quality that connotes the Sun-
day night TV movies on “Wonderful
World of Disney.” Graceful, sophisti-
cated and elegant, Julie Andrews injects
the film with class, and her scenes are
among the most interesting. But it is not
enough to make this “My Fair Lady”
teen redux anything more than mildly
enjovable.

Mia Thermopolis (Anne Hathaway) is
« shy San Francisco teenager living at
home with her eccentric artist mom,
Helen (Caroline Goodall). Mia's awk-
wardness permeates everything she
does, from debate class (public speak-
ing makes her physically ill) to softball
(she's about to fail gym).

And she’s a constant target for Lana
(pop singer Mandy Moore}), the bullying
cheerleader and most popular girl in
school, as well as Lana's mean little min-
ions. Mia's only wish is to make it
through the 10th grade.

It comes as quite a surprise when the
paternal grandmother she's never met
bourices into town to announce that Mia
is a princess. And a princess whose
country desperately needs her.

Just two months earlier, the father
whom she never knew but who always
sent birthday gifts died. Her parents
had divorced just after Mia was born.
Queen Clarisse (Andrews), Mia’s new-
found grandmother, reveals that Mia is
next in line for the throne of Genovia,
a tiny European principality somewhere
between France and Spain.

Mia is not interested, but no one says
“no” to the formidable queen. So, how-
to-be-a-princess lessons begin. Yet these
scenes do not live up to their comic po-
tential. Instead the audience sees nu-
merous scenes in which poor Mia is re-
lentlessly teased at her tony private

school - even after her wild and frizzy
hair gets a major overhaul from Italian
hair styling master Paolo (Larry Miller).
And interest wanes again when the San
Francisco press, upon discovering they
have their very own local princess, at-
tack Mia with their intrusive cameras
and microphones.

Teen-age girls might appreciate the
film's romantic angle, which has Mia go-
ing for the wrong guy (Erick Von Det-
ten) while ignoring Mr. Right (Robert
Schwartzman), who was pining for Mia
even before he knew she was royalty.

Heather Matarazzo plays Mia’s
quirky yet angst-ridden best friend Lil-
ly. She often steals the scene, especial-
ly when her green monster rears its ug-
ly head to announce that the now
beautiful Mia has sold out and is a
“crowd wannabe.”

Director Garry Marshall gets kudos
for casting Andrews, and Hector Eli-
zondo as the queen’s security guard
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(From left) Anne Hathaway, Julie Andrews and Hector Elizondo star in the teen
comedy film, “The Princess Diarles.” .

who befriends Mia. Both add mﬁch to

the film. And though Hathaway ex-
hibits some talent for physical comedy,
she needs a solid supporting cast such
as this one to help her carry the film.
Though roadblocks are placed in
Mia’s path, her future as a princess is
never in doubt. In the end, Marshall
wraps it up with a Disneyesque moral:
Mia learns to believe in herself and re-
alizes the importance of self-sacrifice.

Not too bad a message for such a

mediocre movie.

Parents should be aware of a slight
undermining of authority and a few
brief kissing scenes. The U.S. Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops classification
is A-I - general patronage. The Motion
Picture Association of America rating
is G - general audiences.
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Navarro is on the staff of the U.S.- Con-
Jerence of Catholic Bishops' Office for Film
and Broadcasting.
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Upstate

Ceiling Repair

TEXTURED/SWIRLED CEIL-
INGS: 9' x 12' ceiling only $59!
Water damaged, stained, poor-
ly textured/swirled cellmgs

* repaired, re-texiured, re-paint-

od, or made flat again. Any size
drywalllplaster wall repairs. No
job too small. 716/392-5076.

AL MEYVIS, JR.: Painting inte-
X . rior/exterior. Basement walls
1007. mpnlmdlpaintadlmt buo-

, powerwash-
hndeckseu: types home
mpﬂm.smmmbonn (l

do all my own work. No sub-
contractors.) Certified. 302-
4435, 323-2876.

-

Movlng & Hauling

www.catholiccourier.com

Fiate o

23 Asiington St. Rochester NY 14607
NYDOT#9657

Ask yourself is your repair man too
expensive unrehable unpredictabte”

#1 EIN REFPAIRS

* Roof

s Gutter
Chimney
Masonry
Siding
Doors
Windows

* Insulation

s Ventilation

* Chimney Liners

* Basement Walls
Painted/Repaired

s Water Proofed

Carpentry ¢+ Gutters Cleaned
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