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Since there is no Catholic Church at
the Chautauqua institution, the
Blessed Sacrament is kept in the
Catholic House.

Chatauqua
Continued from page 1
In 1986 Catholics gathered and later
formed a Catholic Community at Chautauqua, which has assured that Catholic
Masses and other services are arranged.
Rev. Mackenzie said the Catholics make
up the "strongest single Christian communion" at Chautauqua, although there
are more Protestants. Numbers are not
kept, however. Catholics also serve on
many boards and have a strong influence
on programming, he added.
In 1991 the Episcopal Chapel of die
Good Shepherd offered to share its space
with Catholics for daily Mass, and plans
are to continue that affiliation. Catholics
celebrate Sunday Mass in the Hall of
Christ and the open-air Hall of Philosophy
on the grounds on weekends.
In 1998, a house was donated to the
Catholic Community. Built in 1884 as a
residence, it is among the many Victorianstyle houses that give the place its charm,
as do other distinctive buildings, brick
walkways, gardens, beaches, and the absence of cars, which are generally banned.
On July 29 this year, the Catholic Community celebrated its 15th anniversary
with a reunion of past and present board
members and committee heads at its
"new" house. It had another reason to celebrate — Cardinal Theodore McCarrick of
Washington, D.C., became die first cardinal to preach at Chautauqua. He preached
at the July 8 Sunday ecumenical service to
6,000 people packing die auditorium. The
grounds buzzed with word that a Cadiolic
who "might help elect die next pope" was

The Catholic House at the Chautauqua Institution.
going to speak.
Aldiough Ellie
Lesser began going
to Chautauqua in
the 1930s, and her
husband in 1928 (as
a 1-year-old), they acknowledged a failure
shared by Catholics
and Protestants to
begin working togedier decades ago.
Both have served
terms as presidents
of the Catholic Community.
Chautauqua's
founders "had a vision that probably FatheKWinkler blesses a baby during Communion in the
was not completely Hall of Philosophy at the Chautauqua Institution July 29.
understood in the
late 1800s," states an
information sheet of the Chautauqua
die Catholic House each of nine weeks of
Catholic Community. "That Cadiolics
Chautauqua's summer program. They ofhave not, in die past, taken advantage of
fer Mass, Bible studies and lectures.
die opportunity to build here and join in
"It really was a wonderful diing," said
the ecumenical spirit, was due primarily
Father William Donnelly, pastor oT St.
to die times."
Mary's Parish, Rochester. "I was surprised;
But today Catholic events at Chaudie extent of the ecumenical activity was a
tauqua include weekly socials, a Sunday
pleasant surprise, also die number of peoyouth Mass, two daily Masses, a Saturday
ple there and from all over. It was a wonvigil Mass and two Sunday Masses.
derful experience."
Catholic chaplains meet regularly with
Fadier Donnelly was a chaplain in June
chaplains of other denominations.
2000, when he was asked to fill in for anTwo Cadiolic chaplains are assigned to
other priest. Odier Rochester diocesan
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priests who have served as chaplain include Fathers Joe Brennan, Robert
Kennedy, James Lawlor, Thomas Nellis
and Robert Ring, accordingtothe Lessen.
Msgr. William H. Shannon has been a
guest speaker.
"So you see—we are blessed," Ellie Lesser said.

Cultural center emerges
It became necessary, Rev. Mackenzie
said, for Chautauqua to develop into a cultural center with music, art and secular education. Its mission states diat it is to be "a
community in which religious faidi is perceived, interpreted and experienced as
central to the understanding and expression of our social and cultural values, a
community which is open to all and is distincdy founded upon and expressive of die
convictions of die Christian tradition."
Each week has a theme, be it related to
environment, religion, global affairs, education or ethics, for example. Several presidents, Supreme CourtJustice Sandra Day
O'Connor and audior Jane Goodall have
spoken. Entertainment includes opera,
theater and ballet productions.
Jim and Rita Hickey of St. Mary's,
Rochester, have spent a week at Chautauqua every year for 13 years. Rita said
Uiey find the services spiritually uplifting, no matter who is preaching.
"We go to Mass first, and dien hurry to
get to morning spiritual services in die am-
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Announcements

Help Wanted

Legal Services

ADOPTIONS
The Catholic
Courier does not publish adoption advertising. To obtain a list of
agencies that serve birth mothers

There are elderly people in our community
who are having dfficulty dealing, with the dayto-day taste of persona) care, laundry, meal
preparation and light cleaning, H you wart to
help, we can provide you the sMIs you need
to be the person who can make a big difference h the quaity of their Svesl Our Home
Heath Aide Training Program w t prepare
you help these dents meet the cholengeft
they face with dignity - enabing them to
safelyremainin their homes. IntereiM? fat
can be part of The Teaml" We have a trahhg schedule that wil meet your needs! We
can be reached
Mfinday-Friday MO am - 4:00 pm at

PERSONAL
BANKRUPTCY

and adoptive parents, call 716328-4340. Agencies wishing to

be included on this list may send
info, to the Catholic Courier.
WE NEED YOU! The Catholic
Courier wants to hear from you!
Complete an online reader survey & your name will be entered

in a drawing for $5,000 in cash
prizes; $3,000 first, $1,000 2nd
and $500 3rd and 4th prizes.
Check the Aug. 9 Courier for
details.

Help Wanted
IN MY HOME, 3 mornings/week, Spencerport area. References. $fi/hr., wiR be declaring
for taxes. 7167352-5330.

Rural/Metro Medical Service*
(716)546-2393

Storage, I n c .

Consultation
• Competitive Pricing

deliveries.

• Payment Plan

Call
John F. McKeown,
Esq.

396-9627

Celling Repair
Masonry
MASONRY REPAIRS: AN types.
Brick and cement step repairs.
Brick, block, concrete, patchwork. 40 years experience. Al
Meyvis Sr. 716423-1007.

Home Improvement

K-D Moving &

• Free Phone

1577 Ridge Rd. Wert
goingbankrupt.com
TEXTURED/SWIRLED CEILINGS: 9' x 12' ceiling only $59!
Water damaged, stained, poorly textured/swirled ceilings
repaired, re-textured, re-painted, or made flat again. Any size
drywall/plaster wall repairs. No
job too small. 716/392-5076.

Moving
and
Hauling

Experience in office,
hotnehold moving and"

Bir or Small, WtdcUumAU!

47*6610/475-4357
23 Arfingum St Rochoter MY 14607
NYDOr#9657

Painting
and
Wallcovering
AL MEYVIS, JR.: Painting
interior/exterior. Basement
walls repaired/painted/wet
basements. Carpentry, powerwashing, decks, etc. All types
home repairs. Small jobs welcome. (I do all my own work.
No sub-contractors.) Certified.
392-4435, 323-2876.

H; TOP-TO-BOTTOM jf
rca

EXPERT EVALUATION* FULLY MSURED
FREE ESTIMATES • GUARANTEED • SENIOR I
Skwaioes
_ Jphn**honA.ae*r
Far 24 Hour EnMqr*neto*v C * * 7S4-C204
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