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Mary Moore teaches children sign-language phrases from Psalm 40 during Children’s Liturgy of the Word at the 9:30 a.m.
Mass July 1 at St. Patrick’s Church in Victor. Approximately 40 children from age 4 to 9 attend the children’s liturgy every

week during the summer. Attendance is higher during the school year.

Liturgy stresses relevance for children

By Mike Latona
Staff writer

VICTOR — How would a small child
relate to Luke 9:57-61, in which people
agree to follow Jesus only after attending
to other matters? Mary Moore likened
that Gospel reading to parents who ask
their children to perform chores.

“Do we say ‘In a minute?’ " Moore
asked the large group of youngsters gath-
ered at her feet.

“No-0-0-0-0,” the chorus came back.

Some participants fidgeted, others
gazed intently as Moore taught the Chil-
dren’s Liturgy of the Word July 1 at St.
Patrick’s Church. Several responded ea-
gerly to Moore’s questions. Asked why
the group had gathered, one youngster
said, “To learn about Jesus.” Another

said a candle was being lit “because God -

is with us.”

“I like God because he takes care of
us,” another child stated. And one girl
earnestly waved her hand so she could
announce to the group, “This is my first
time here.”

After some Bible reflections and sung
prayers, the group ended its liturgy by
responding “Lord, hear our prayer” to a
series of intentions that included a father
who had hurt his knee and a pet dog
that’s afraid of the water. The children
then left the meeting room and rejoined
their families in church.

Beth Knopf, children’s liturgy coordi-
nator for St. Patrick’s, said the liturgy of-
ten draws 65 to 85 children during 9:30
a.m. Sunday Mass. The numbers are so
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large, she said, that most weeks it’s split
into two sections — for ages 4-6 and 7-9.
Knopf and Molly Bulman aiso coordi-
nate a group of approximately 30 parent
volunteers.

St. Patrick’s is one of the few diocesan
parishes to offer a children’s liturgy dur-
ing the summer. Knopf attributed the
program’s immensity to the growth of
businesses and homes being built in the
Victor area.

Children’s liturgy teachers at St.
Patrick’s use the liturgical guide “Sun-
day,” by Treehouse Publications. Young-
sters leave Mass after the opening prayer
and return in time for the offertory. The
group reflects on that week's Gospel and
one of the two readings. “You can take
the reading which most closely coincides
with the Gospel,” Knopf said. “Some-
times, in the younger group, they will on-
ly present the Gospel because some of
the readings are obscure for that age
range, too hard to grasp as concrete.”

St. Patrick’s holds three children’s
liturgies and one children’s Mass per
month. “We're hoping to acclimate them
to the adult Mass,” Knopf said.

Not all of St. Patrick’s young parish-
ioners attend the children’s lturgy,
Knopf acknowledged. “Children don’t
want to be away from parents, or don’t
want to be part of a large group,” she ex-
plained. “And some adults feel very
strongly that part of attending Mass as a
family is being there together.”

Though she said these are legitimate
concerns, Knopf feels the benefits of
children’s liturgy make it a very worth-
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while option.

“Children can be a part of something
they understand. If you don’t have some-
one to explain it to you, the reading at
the adult Mass would be meaningless,”
Knopf said. “And a lot of teachers will al-
low them to talk back, so it’s a lot more
interactive. It's appealing because they
don’t have to be quiet or sit still.”

Connecting with real-life situations is
a key to the children’s liturgy, Knopf
said: “For instance, is there something
you can do to help people who are home-
less? The dialogue portion is very help-
ful — ‘What does this mean, why would
Jesus say that?’ ” The children’s inten-
tions get them thinking “about the kind
of things they should be praying for,”
Knopf said. Along with prayers for their
pets, she has heard youngsters pray for
“somebody in a depression, people who
have died, and someone who lost a ba-
by.”

Samantha Larghe, 8, said she enjoys
the St. Patrick’s children’s liturgy “be-
cause I can talk to God there, and listen
to his words.” Meanwhile, her brother

Johnathan, 4, stated that he attends “be-
cause it's fun.”

Millie McKernan, whose 5-year-old
granddaughter, Deliah, lives with her,
said that Deliah just recently began at-
tending the children’s liturgy. “She
learns from the other kids, from them
talking about God,” McKernan said.

Maribeth Mancini, diocesan director
of evangelization and catechesis, said
parishes are not required but are strong-
ly encouraged to offer regular Children’s
Liturgies of the Word.

“We support it as a very appropriate
activity for local parishes. It’s a wonder-
ful opportunity,” said Mancini, who not-
ed that the diocese occasionally holds
workshops on children’s liturgy.

Describing children's liturgy as “a
liturgical and not a catechetical expres-
sion,” Mancini said that children’s litur-
gy programs, ideally, are collaborative ef-
forts between parish religious-education
and liturgical leaders.

Do You Have School Age Children?
Would Your Child Benefit From a Full Day Kindergarten?

BATES-RICH BEGINNINGS CHILD CARE

Now offers Full Day Kindergarten for younger 5 year olds
or children who are ready for a longer school day.
smaller groups foster early development of Kindergarten skiils!

In addition to our wrap program for grades 1 to 3, Bates-Rich has added
a wrap program exclusively for oider children in grades 3-5!

We also offer wrap care for children in kindergarten thru Grade 5.

Call 244-3650 for details or enroliment information!
Accredited Center, Registered NYS Dept. of Education.
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