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The Lord visits Abraham

Bible Accent

BY JOE SARNICOLA
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braham was sitting in his tent
looking out. It had been a hot
morning, and the sun was still

climbing.
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many references to and stories

afternoon

promised to be hotter still. Then Abraham saw three men approaching. H e left
the shade his tent provided and ran out
to meet his visitors. H e bowed to them
and said to the man in front, "Sir, if I may
ask you this favor, please do not go on
past your servant. Let some water be
brought, and rest yourselves under the
tree. Let me bring you a little food. Afterward you may go on your way."
The three men looked at each other
and nodded. T h e first man said, "Very
well, do as you have said."
Abraham rushed back to the tent and
told Sarah, his wife, to get some flour.
"Knead it and make rolls." Without waiting for an answer, Abraham went out to
the field and selected one of his best
steers and ordered one of his servants to
prepare it. He wanted his visitors to have
the best he could offer them. When the
meat was ready, Abraham served it to his
guests with soft cheese and fresh milk.
The men tajked with Abraham while
they ate. T h e n one of them asked,
"Where is your wife, Sarah?" Abraham
gave the man a puzzled look. He had
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never met any of them before, yet they
knew his wife's name. So he replied with
a simple answer. "There, in the tent."
Then the man said, "I will surely return to you about this time next year, and
Sarah will have a son." Abraham and
Sarah were both very old, well beyond
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the age when most people have children.
Yet they had always wanted a child of
their own. But Sarah was in die doorway
of the tent listening, and she heard what
the man had said. She laughed and said,
"Now that my husband and I are so old,
are we still to have a child?"
Then one of the men, who was actually the Lord in disguise, asked Abraham,
"Why did Sarah laugh? Is anything too
marvelous for the Lord to do? At the appointed time, about this time next year, I
will return to you, and Sarah will have a
son."
When Sarah realized it was the Lord
who had said she would have a son, and
that he had heard her, she became afraid.
"I didn't laugh," she lied.
"Yes, you did," the Lord replied.
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1. How did Abraham greet his visitors?

God. oWe "honor their sacrifice

on July 9.

2. W h y did S a r a h laugh?

"
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Circle T if the statement is true, and F if false. T h e questions are based
on the Book of Genesis, and the hint is the number of the chapter where
the answer can be found. Answers on page 9
Hint
1. In the beginning, God created morning and night.
T
F
1
2. Cain and Abel were brothers.
3. Noah built a large boat.
4. There was a great tower in Babel.
5. Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed by disease.
6. Abraham was prepared to kill Isaac.
7. Jacob was also called Israel.
8. Joseph interpreted Solomon's dreams
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