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God calls us to new growth 
Yesterday, the 6th Sunday of Easter, we 

welcomed to the 5 o'clock Mass at Sacred 
Heart Cathedral many in our diocese who 
were baptized or received into the full com­
munion of our church at the Easter Vigil.. 

There was a good turnout for this joyful 
event, which joined the new members of 
our diocesan family with the regular weekly 
assembly at our cathedral church. All of us 
appreciated the enthusiasm and peace of 
friends so new to our community. And I 
know that we all savored the liturgy, which 
was especially festive, made so by the par­
ticipation of the assembly and the support 
of our Diocesan Festival Choir. 

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
(RCIA) strongly encourages the bishop to 
invite our new members (often referred to 
as neophytes in the language of the RCIA) 
to such a liturgy during the Easter season. 
That's most fitting because these sisters 
and brothers devote themselves during the 
days of Easter to reflecting on their rela­
tionship with the Risen Christ, their new 
bonds with the body of believers, and the 
church who shares their faith. 

along 
the way 

I took delight in the experience from the 
engagement of the whole assembly, but 
especially from the freshness and openness 
of our new members. They look upon our 
community with kind eyes. 

They know that we are Always in pilgrim­
age, that we have our faults and failings but 
their presence also says that, through it all, 
they see and love the Spirit of Christ that is 
evident in our faith tradition and in their 
sisters and brothers who honestly try to live 
their faith every day. 

I am also grateful for the presence of the 
neophytes because they remind us all to be 
alert to the gift and call of the Easter life 

we share. In concrete terms, their lively 
presence draws me to remember Easters 
past and how the Lord has so patiently and 
compassionately led me through the years. 
For that reason no Easter is exactly the 
same as the last one. God never stops work­
ing in us, shaping and molding us more 
and more into the image of Christ. We 
change, the world around us changes. So 
does our church. That happens because we 
are alive; growth and change are a part of 
life. The constant through it all is the gift 
of the Holy Spirit who guides and strength­
ens us for life today. 

The Easter season provides a wonderful 
opportunity to remember the sustaining 
power of the Spirit of Christ all through. 
our lives, and especially in times that test 
our strength and spirit. 

As we continue our affectionate Easter 
prayer for the new members of our faith . 
community, I hope that we can also pray 
for one another. God calls every one of us 
to new growth during this holy season. 
Prayer opens our hearts to that. Prayer 
strengthens us to respond with generosity. 

Notre Dame Retreat House 

Serving the Diocese of Rochester s 
Notre Dame Retreat House Staff: 

Father Frederick Brinkinann; C.Ss.R.. Rector/Director 
Father Paul Miller, C.Ss.R.; Father Jack Jason Fiske, C.Ss.R. 

C.Ss.R.; Sister Mary Lynch, S.S.J.; 
Sister Dolores Monahan, S.S.J.; Sister Julie LeVeque, S.S.J. 

Women's Retreats: 
June8-l0 

Day of Prayer 9am - 3pm 
June 12 

Elderhostel 
June 10-15. July 8-13, 

August 26-31, October 14-19 

Charismatic Retreat — June 1-3 

Serenity Retreat — June 15-17 

Musician's Retreat — June 18-20 

Married Couples Retreat — June 22-24 

DOR Priest Retreat: June 3-7 
Presenter: Fr. Joseph Burke S.J. of Conesus College 

Telephone: 716-394-5700 

The Only Thing We Overlook Is Canandaigua Lake! 
Please call for more information. l 

THEOLOGY? 

SCRIPTURE? 

HISTORY? 

PASTORAL COUNSELING? 

It's all here at St. Bernard's! 

Come explore the possibilities at our 
SPRING INFORMATION NIGHT 

Wednesday, May 30, 2001 
7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 

1100 South Goodman Street 
To reserve a place, please call: 

271-3657 x-290 by May 25th. 

St. Bernard's offers an array of classes & programs 
to meet your needs. Whether you're looking for a 
degree or simply want to audit a class, come explore 
the possibilities. 

ernard's Institute 
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