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Devotion of 91-year-old a blessed inspiration

Once again, I offer some notes and com-
ments drawn from my experience of this
Easter season:

1) At a confirmation at St. Patrick’s and St.
Anthony’s, Elmira, last week, I met Rose
Kingston. a former teacher at Elmira Free
Academy and a longtime, devoted parish-
1oner at St. Patrick’s. -

Father Walter Wainwright pointed Rose
out to me before we started the liturgy and
told me she was celebrating her 91st birthday
that evening. He suggested that Rose would
appreciate my greetings on that occasion.

Blessed Walter! Blessed Rose! It was a priv-
ilege to spend a moment with this faithful,
loving woman. [ think she would not mind if
I shared with you what was on her mind as
she prayed in those quiet moments before
the liturgy began. Rose was remembering her
parents and thanking God for the life God
gave her through her parents’ love for one
another. She thought of her siblings, all now
fully with God. And she said she could not
think of a better way to conclude her birth-
day than to come to church to pray for and
with the young candidates whom we were
confirming in the Holy Spirit.

2) You may have a pastoral associate in
your parish. If you do not, I trust you have’
met one or another in the course of your
travels. If you have, you know what an impor-
tant contribution they make to our parishes
and to the life of our entire local church.

They are persons whose study, pastoral expe-
rience and faith commitment qualify them
and enrich them publicly to offer the pas-
toral service of our church to our faith com-
munities.

“alon
the w§y

By BisHop MaTtTHEW H. CLARK

As do so many of our pastoral ministers,
our pastoral associatés have formed an asso-
ciation for education, mutual support and
enrichment. I meet with them occasionally,
and was happy to do so last Friday. Their
invitation included the request that I prepare
a few thoughts about and lead a discussion
on how to be a peacemaker in the midst of
conflict situations. I was happy to accept that
task and did so knowing full well that, while I
might be able to help them, they would help
me a great deal.

That intuition was correct. I did learn a
great deal from them. Their willingness to
share their rich and diverse experiences and
the spirit in which they did so were strength-
ening gifts for me. I think you'll agree that
people who go through experiences like our
own can be a tremendous support. Rarely
can they solve our problems. But just know- .
ing that they understand and support us
means a great deal. (You might think just for
a moment of people in your lives who under-
stand and support you because they have
been where you are now.)

3) A Day with the Bishop is the name
given (not by me!) to the annual convocation -

of our diaconal community. From my point
of view, it was a splendid experience. The
overarching theme was a consideration of
the new and/or deepened relationships to
which deacons are called by virtue of their
ordination - to God, to spouse, to faith com-
munity, to bishop, to their pastoral minis;érs,
to one another. '

Father Joseph Burke, SJ, gave the keynote
address; Father John Colacino, CPpS, direc-
tor of deacon formation, reported on
progress made or concerns expressed at last
year's convocation. Deacon David Palma,
deacon personnel director, updated the com-
munity about recent developments in sup-
port of the diaconal community. My assign-
ment was to offer some thoughts on the rela-
tionship between the bishop and deacons. ¥
would have enjoyed that assignment under
any circumstances. Because I had offered
similar papers in recent months on priests
and lay ministers, I found it doubly rewarding

. to add this piece to those two.

In my opinion, the day’s content was.
rewarding. Of no less importance was the
gathering, the body together, the community.
There’s strength in that. There always is.
Such gatherings remind us of our interde-
pendence — of the nature of our commu-
nion, which always pushes our boundaries
and challenges our set ways of thinking.

4) I dlose with an unpaid, unsolicited plug
for and expression of gratitude to St.
Bernard’s Institute. All of our deacons and
the vast majority of our pastoral associates
trained at SBI. Where would we be without
them?

Peace to all.
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Mzny of the students en-

olled at St. Francis Xavier
Seminary in Sri Lanka have come

i from very poor families— barely able
" 10 afford the basic necessities of food,
clothing and medicine, let alone pay

W X ‘he tuition for their sons to become
“=-==% priests. Father Nicholas, Rector,
savs:"As the enrollment has increased every year,
our seminarians depend even more on your gener-

OUR PATIENTS ARE A LOT LIKE
HOTEL GUESTS.

7Aey bave a /ena/ency /o leave /Az'fzys bebind.

osity to provide financial assistance. If it were not
for your kindness, these dedicated young men
would be unable to complete their seminary
‘training.”

Troughout the Missions. Father Nicholas' experi-
ence is repeated—and, through God's grace and
with your generous help. young men who hear
Christ's call to follow Him as priests may respond,
"Yes!" well into the future.

Trough a Gift Annuity with the Propagation of

the Faith, you can help the future missionary work
of the Church and benefit as well. A Gift Annuity with
the Propagation of the Faith can provide you with
income for the rest of your life at a favorable rate of
return. Please write for more information.

%ybe it was the inability to walk after hip surgery.
Or speak because of a stroke. Whatever the condition,the
experienced, caring staff at St. Ann’s Transitional Care Center

helped put it behind them. To learn more call 342-1700
or visit our website at www.stannscommunity.com
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THE PROPAGATION OF THE FAITH
Please mail_{coupon to: Reverend John E. Kozar, National Director,
Propagation of the Faith, 366 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10001

O Please send information on your Gift Annuity
for the Church in the Missions today, I enclose...
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Pleasae remember The Sociery for the Propagation of the Faith when writmg or changing vour wi/j !
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