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Stella Maris a summer highlight for last 75 years 
By Rob Cullivan 
Staff writer 

LIVONIA — When asked why he liked working at (Jhmp 
Stella Maris, Matthew J. Flanigan, executive director, re
called one of many incidents that build up the self-esteem 
of the kids who come there. Flanigan cupped his hands 
around his mouth and repeated what one camp counselor 
yelled to a young camper who was parasailing for the first 
time on Conesus Lake. 

"She was yelling 'Rob, Rob, you're doing a great job! 
You're going backwards — but you're doing a great job!' " 

Flanigan has been working at the camp since 1979. En
couraging kids like die young parasailer to do well, even 
when they don't do things perfectly, is the heart and soul 
of Stella Maris, he noted. 

"I feel bad for folks who don't have a chance to work as 
a camp counselor," he said. "You have an opportunity to 
bring value to a kid's life." 

Owned by the Diocese ot Rochester, Stella Maris was 
founded 75 years ago by two diocesan seminarians, Gerald 
(!. Lambert and Eugene D. Hudson. Both men later be
came priests unci Msgr. Lambert eventually became direc
tor of Diocesan Catholic Charities. 

In addition to diocesan support, Stella Maris also re
ceives crucial support from numerous volunteers, groups 
and donors, Flanigan said. 

The 28-acre camp sits on a 700-foot lakefront, and will 
mark its 75th anniversary on two occasions this year. All 
former staff members have been invited to a picnic on Sat
urday, June 2, from 3 to 7 p.m. 

On Saturday, Oct. 13, the camp will hold a gala event 
at Locust Hill Country Club in Pittsford. Details of the 
event are still being worked out, Flanigan said, adding that 
people interested in attending should call the camp at 
716/346-2243, or visit its Web site at campslellcnnaris.org. 

Interested readers can also call the camp or visit the 
Web site to learn about the programs Stella Maris offers 
all summer. For example, children between ages 5 and 10 
may attend day Gimp, which features arts and crafts; vari
ous sports including swimming; spiritual programs; and 
field trips. 

Resident camp, for kids ages 7-14, offers week-long pro
grams of a similar nature. It also includes fishing and such 
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special events as campfires and dances. Mass is celebrated 
three times a week although, with the priest shortage, that 
number sometimes goes down to two, Flanigan said. 
Campers are limited to a total of four weeks at SteHa Maris 
during the summer. 

The camp offers Leadership-In-Training and Gounselor-
In-Training programs. The leadership program, for 15-
year-olds, teaches campers how to work independently and 
become effective leaders. The counselor program, for 16-
year-olds, puts the skills learned in the first program to 
practical use in a camp setting. 

Camp Stella Maris also offers Winter Camp in February 
for kids age 11-16, with skiing at nearby Swain Ski Center. 
In August, there's Single Parent Family Camp for widowed, 
divorced and single parents and their kids. 

Both at the camp and off-site, Stella Maris also offers 
Adventure-Based Learning Experience for young people 
and adults. ABLE uses such recreational experiences as 
ropes course to teach participants teamwork, problem-solv
ing and other abilities. 

More than 8,000 people a year use the camp for various 
reasons, Flanigan said, adding that groups and individu
als have used the camp for retreats and gatherings. 

Matt Craig, 16, and his sister, Courtaney, 13, of 
Rochester, the children of Bob and Meami Craig, have 
been going to Stella Maris since they were 7 years old. Matt 
will be participating in die Counselor-in-Training program 
this summer, his mother said 

Meami Craig said her late father, S.P. "Sam" Vasile Jr., 
regularly sponsored children from families that couldn't af
ford the fee, a practice she has continued. She added that 
she is a big fan of Stella Maris. 

"It is a good old-fashioned, basic, wonderful summer 
camp," she said. 

She said that die camp's spiritual programs have in
stilled important values in her kids. She said that she 
thought that they may listen more to what they hear at 
camp than what she and her husband tell them because of 
the fact that they are on Uieir own away from home. 

"It's one of the highlights of their •summer," she said of 
Stella Maris. 

The camp's Christ-centered mission keeps kids and 
adults coming back year after year, Flanigan said. He not
ed that in surveys of campers over the past dozen years, the 
camp's spiritual component has ranked first in die reason 
people like the place. Grace before all meals, musical pro
grams, discussions and liturgies reflect that spiritual as
pect, he noted. He added that non-Catholic groups also 
come to Stella Maris and the camp offers values-based 
camping experiences for kids in place of a more overtly 
Christian experience. Either way, he said, Stella Maris ex
ists to help campers realize their own potentials. 

"I take a great amount of pride in being associated with 
a place that takes kids, sight unseen, and offers them an op
portunity to experience new things," he said. 
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ADIRONDACKS 
LAKE GEORGE 

Your favorite vacation is here! 
Whatever you re looking tor -
beach, camping, romantic, or 
adventurous, in whatever season 
memories are waiting to be made! 
So find out more today. 
Call 1-800-365-1050 act. 561. -
www. visltlakegeorge.com 
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LIVINGSTON 
COUNTY 

See why over I million visitors 
annually iake in the vistas at 
Lelchworth Park, two western 
finger Lakes, or one of over two 
dozen historical sites & attractions. 
I love New York and Livingston 
County loves you Call or email at 
Travelguide@LivCharnber.com 
1-800-538-7365. 
mm.LivChamber.com 
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CANANDAIGUA INN 
O N THE LAKE 

The Finger Lakes finest 
waterfront resort and 
conference center. 134 
guest rooms, some with 
suites with Jacuzzi s. 
Outdoor/indoor pool with 
spa. Fitness center. 

Lakefront dining room and lounge 
with weekend entertainment 
Outdoor sandbar. Conference and 
banquet facilities. Summer getaway 
packages! Great shopping, 
antiquing and wineries. New 
Roseland Waterpark nearby. 

716-394-7800 1-800-228-2801. 
www.hudsonhotels.com V J . . , 

^ 2 
LUCY-DESI 
MUSEUM 

Visit Lucille Ball's 
hometown, 
Jamestown, NY, 
an easy 2.5 hour 
drive from 
Rochester. 
Videos, displays, 
Gift Shop. 
Open daily May-
October. Festivals 
May 25-27 & 
August 3-5,2001. 
716-484-7070. 

Jucy-desi.com 

CAYUGA NATURE 
CENTER 

Discover nature by 
climbing into the for
est canopy in 
TreeTops Tower, 
exploring butterfly 
house, animals, rep
tiles and raptors. 
Hike trails along 

scenic gorges and streams. Hours: 
9 am to 5 pm. Admission: $3 Adult, 
$1 children 6 yrs-17yrs. Summer 
Naturalist Programs: 11 am and 3 
pm daily. Cayuga Nature Center, 
1420Taughnnock Blvd. (Rt.89) 
Ithaca, NY 

www.cayuganaturecenter.org 
607-273-6260 

NATIONAL SHRINE 
BASILICA OF 

OURLADYOFFATIMA 
Glass Dome Basilica 
and 125 life-size stat
ues, on 35 acres of 
natural beauty, flower-
gardens and foun
tains; original Fatima 
•chapel replica. 
Religious Articles & 
Book Store. Cafeteria 
Handicapped 
Accessible. Mass and 

Confessions dairy. Open 9-5 daily. 
716-754-7489. 

COOPERSTOWN 
From the Outfield to 
the Opera, 
Cooperstown is a 
Great Play! 
Baseball and 
Soccer Halls of 
Fame, The 
Farmers' Museum, 
Fenimore Art 
Museum, 
Glimmerglass 
Opera, beautiful 
state parks, award 

winning breweries, Leatherstocking 
Railroad, and narrated boat tours of 
Lake Otsego. 
Call 800443-3394. 
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ONTARIO COUNTY 
Whether you re looking for a 
quiet weekend escape or a near
by vacation alternative, you II find 
it all in Lake Country. Call us 
today.for more information and a 
free travel guide to Ontario 
County s beautiful Finger Lakes. 
1-877-FUN-IN-NY 
www.visitfingerlakes.com 

GENESEO LIMELIGHT 
ACCENTS SERIES 

In its 33rd year, the Limelight/ 
Accents Series emphasizes in pro
viding performing arts through pro
fessional music, dance and theatre 
to the Geneseo, Livingston County 
and Western NewYork area For a 

.free brochure call 
1-800-525-2070 or visit www.gene-
seo.edu/-cuact 

ROCHESTER'S 
HISTORIC 

HIGH FALLS 
Enjoy FREE family fun! Home of 
the LASER, LIGHT & FIREWORKS 
SPECTACULAR. Visit the 
Interactive Museum, Art Gallery & 
Rochester Gift Shop. Guided Tours 

available. 
60 Browns Race. 
Rochester, NY 
14614. 
716-325-2030 
across from 
Frontier Field 
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J SEND FOR FREE TRAVEL BROCHURES 

The travel brochures on these pages will help you select an exciting spring or 
summer vacation destination. Each brochure is numbered; send for your free 
brochures today by circling the specific brochure number at right Send for as 
many as you like. 

MAIL TO: 
Travel Brochures 
Catholic Courier 
PO Box 24379 
Rochester, NY 14624 

• 1 

Q6 

• 2 

D7 

• 3 

• 8 

• 4 

• 9 

05 

•10 

NAME 

campslellcnnaris.org
visltlakegeorge.com
mailto:Travelguide@LivCharnber.com
mm.LivChamber.com
http://www.hudsonhotels.com
Jucy-desi.com
http://www.cayuganaturecenter.org
http://www.visitfingerlakes.com
http://www.gene-
seo.edu/-cuact

