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Letters Policy

The Catholic Couyier Wishes to .
provide space for readers :
throughiout the diocese to express
opinioiis-on-all sides-of the issues.

e welconie origiiial; signed letters
?ngut current issues affecting church
ife.

Although we cannot publish every
letter we receive, we seek, insofar as
possible, to provide 4 balanted repre- 7
sentation Oflz,x ressed opinions and

a variety of reflections on life in the
church: We will choose letters for
publication.based on likely seader.in-
teyést, nelifiess:andagelse offair ,.x
. pldy-Outidiscerning:reddeis.nay de- -
térmifie Whed)ex}"wi'ﬁgﬁé@éppﬁi‘sagfée ’

‘st nowexceed o087t

ofpkendonyms age 13 e
acteptable. We reserve the'tight
ctters for legal and othér, - . .
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Appeal to_

To the editors: - ir

have ‘fallen by the wayside. Who i§ 1o
blame? I believe it rests on just about every:
one:s ;shoulder:; fgarental‘f‘ indifferente;

hardly éver mentioned from the pulpit, ALy

though of late inserts have;ibeen made in
Sunday ‘church bulletins. Such being the
case, I-réspectfully suggest:a way that the

vocation shortage' will cotne to an end - [ IHER

Read on and judge for yousself.

Praying the name of Jesus, therebybom= 1. .

barding heaven with the request thatGod
will bring the shortage to an end. Follow
ing dre some examples and jncidents when
the name!Jésus was;prayed ;Lo and behdld=
the prayers of those Taithful were.an-

swered. : - L

* Venterable Bishop Dominican Mé'lchlm; 12

Chinese martyr, was being put te déathi by | T.%7

executioners who ‘hacked his body, with
rough swords piece by piecc, eyen u_earing

off his flesh. No sign of pain wasVisible as. | ;

he loudly said JESUS, JESUS, JESUS-until
he drew his last breath. o

St. Ghristiana, a slave Christian girl'in -
Kurdistan, by saying the name of Jesus |

when called including royalty, their heal-
ing was immediate.

In 1432 a deadly plague broke out in
Lisbon threatening the entire country of
Portugal. Priests, doctors, animals, nurses,
people all fell victims of the plague. Bish-
op Dias seeing that the plague was spread-
ing called the people to the church of St.
Dominic, sprinkled them with holy water
and implored them to repeat the name Je-
sus, Jesus. In a few days the city was deliv-
ered of the plague. Word spread through-
out Portugal to say the name of Jesus and
in a short time the entire country was freed
of the plague!

During the reign of Constantine, St.
Alexander ruled the see in Gonstanting-
ple. The pagans saw many followers be-
come Christians and demanded a public
hearing with St. Alexander. The pagans
were represented by an excellent orator. St.
Alexander was no match for him. The day
of the conference the pagan orator started
his attack. In the meantime St. Alexander
sat in his chair and repeated over and over
the name Jesus. The pagan lost his “thread
of discourse” and was unable to finish his
speech. Proving once again the power in
saying the name Jesus.

The list of persons who were granted
their petitions by saying the name of Jesus
is long — too long for space allotted in “let-
ters to the editor.”

When human beings find themselves in
difficulty, they go to a doctor, lawyer, etc.
Rest assured that if their problem is not re-
solved the name of God will be prayed by
the majority of people for help.

What does all the above lead to? A con-
certed effort should be made by Catholics
all across the nation — recommended by
out, hierarchy and clergy. I see no reason
why the National Bishops Council.could
not lead this drive for more vocations by
imploring the name of Jesus, Jesus and en-
lighten the minds and hearts of both men
and women to enter the convent and the
seminary.

- Galling on the name of Jesus has cured
many people, resolved many problems in
the past. I am positive this approach will
bear fruit in bringing both men and
women into the religious life. Like the

- ‘plague in Portugal, it will be resolved and
" ““our seminaries and convents will once

vitlgshpptter writerstopinipss” 5. " again be filled.

Finally, Jesus said, “Ask and you shall re-

" ceive, Seek and you shall find. Knock and

shal:be opened urito you.” He also said,
“The things that are impossible for ‘hu-

-mans’ are possible with God.”

1 hionestly believe the mercy and love of

" God will grant our request. Jesus, Jesus we

pray, grant us our petition and bring
priests and nuns back into Your church:

Again and again we pray, JESUS, JESUS, | |
jESUS!!? ‘ !

Francis J. Mastropietro

Clark Street, Auburn | |

%

esus for end to shortage

Vocations ini the United States see‘_(.;;'fé? _‘ )

(LL TAKE

To the editers:

On March 8 a very ambiguous columnn
was paid for and published by the Courier.
The writer (Father Richard P. McBrien)
stated that science is doing marvelous new
things and the ordinary citizen can't pos-
sibly understand what it is all about. There-
fore, the pro-lifers should change their
stand. After all, many Americans support
the right to abortion early in a pregnancy.

First, he mentions the vast potential of
embryonic stem cell research. He fails to
mention that other scientists have shown a
rich lode of stem cells in the umbilical cord
which is discarded at birth. Instead of har-
vesting stem cells from aborted babies, we
should be encouraging scientists to use
their skill to harvest stem cells from other
sources.

Second, the article makes the false claim

Life is fundamental right

that many support abortion. Those doc
tors and nurses who left the abortion in-
dustry telt of how surveys were invented to
make people think others were in favor of
abortion and this was sold to gullible press.
Third, this “essay in theology™ attacks
the single life issue. This is no argument at
all for you can not enjoy a clean cnviron-
ment, save the whales, or work for justice
in the workplace if you have been killed at
birth. How many brilliant potential scien-
tists have been aborted? Potential discov-
erers of a cure for AIDS? Vocations to the
religious life? Our Holy Father writes so
clearly. He states that the right to life is the
fundamental right and the source of all
other rights (paragraph 72, The Gospel of
Life).
Joan M. Rand
North Drive, Rochester

Free priests’ time for adoration

To the editors:

There must be some truth to the adage
that “with age one becomes mellow” be-
cause [ read Mary J. Kowalczyk's response
to my letter (Feb. 15) without any feeling of
rancor whatsoever. However, | really think
that she should re-read my letter, because
I absolutely did not accuse priests of hav-
ing nothing te do, and I certainly did not
say that they did nothing after having
locked up the ehurch at night. On the con-
trary, I think "they-have too much to do,
some of which is unnecessary work which
they either make for themselves or which

is made for them by others.

One of the points in my original letter
was that they should spend some extra
time with the God to whom they have ded-
icated themselves, and that He will re-
spond with an extension of that wonder-
ful sacrifice which they have offered up to
Him in the morning. I stand by what I orig-
inally said, and in fact, I place a greater emn-
phasis on it, Ms. Kowalszyk and Father Niv-

en nolwithstandirao
‘ rge A. Goodwin, Jr.
Laredo Drive

Rochester

Would writer complain if Bush switched

To the editors:
- Clare Regail’s April 5 létter “Gov. Bush

-suppoited executions” raised some im-

portangqqesﬁong. According to C. Regan,
juveniles, the mentally ill and the retard-
.ed were among those exécuted in Texas
when President Bush was Governor there.

As heartless as such action would ap-
pear, did-Governor Bush with malice de-
ny due process and consideration te-
garding accused murderers? Hopefully
not. .. .

In another life issue, abortion, Presi-

peositions.on abortion, capital punishment?

dent Bush seems far more considerate.
His pro-life actions regarding abortion
are a welcome change from the previous
administration that declared open season
on the unborn.

Undoubtedly the lives of many unborn
will be spared by a Bush presidency.

I wonder if Clare Regan would have
criticized President Bush had he outlawed
capital punishment but supported abor-
tion on demand. .

Robert W. Bart
Ithaca
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