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You know I love times with the family. That 
is true always, but the experience is more 

-exciting at holiday times. Spirits are high. 
People make a special effort to get together. 

This was the case on Easter Sunday when 
my niece, Mary Ellen, and her husband, John, 
hosted us for Easter dinner. It was the first 
time in many years we did not celebrate at 
the home of my sister and brother-in-law. 

It was fun to be at John and Mary Ellen's 
home. Their son, Patrick, turned 2 on April 
13 and was very much a part of everyone's 
happiness that day. Patrick is a peaceful, 
happ\ and friendly little guy. I am not always 
sure what goes on in his head. But as I 
watched him move with easy curiosity from 
person to person throughout the afternoon, I 
had a sense that he was sharing hosting 
duties with his mother and dad. Mock and 
stoi n me all YOU want. I know he was doing 
that. Or was it the natty bow tie and beautiful 
smile that made it seem that way? 

Patrick was not the youngest in the crowd. 
That was Liam James McMahan, Margaret 
and Doug's son. Liam will be 1 on May 30. 
While Patrick made his rounds, Liam held 
station. As children that age often do, he 
spent the afternoon absorbed in watching 
everything going on around him. Frequently, 
he commented on what he saw in a language 
all his own. I think of it as an infant version 
of Gregorian chant. I am always fascinated by 
what goes on inside the minds of litUe ones 
who are so intent on absorbing everything 
around them. I had the extra bonus of dri
ving from Syracuse to Albany and back with 
Liam and his mother. Margaret is also my 
goddaughter, and that means a lot to me. 
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Kathleen and Mark also were there.. Part of 
the day's delight was the opportunity to catch 
up with Kathleen's birthday, which was on 
Friday. There was a Patrick-Kathleen cake, 
many gifts and, as is always the case when' 
Kathleen is around, a good deal of laughter. 
Mark said he is growing accustomed to the 
great curiosity so many people express about 
what life with Kathleen is really like! As best I 
can tell, he thinks it is terrific, something the 
rest of us have known since this exuberant 
bicentennial baby entered the world. 

Grace and her date, Karl, were very much 
involved in the party. In addition to the gift 
of her wonderful company, Grace also hit the 
bull's-eye with the birthday gifts she so kindly 
purchased for me for Kathleen and Patrick. 
The woman has an uncanny eye for such 
things and always comes up with good buys. 

Jane came to town on Monday with Julie, 
now 6, and Megan, who will be 4 on May 13, 
a birthday she shares with aunts Grace and 
Mary Ellen. Julie and Megan have always 
been beautiful. What changes is the shape of 
that beauty and the way it expresses itself as 
they mature more and their personalities 
emerge/ I. know it is a joy to note what hap

pens jiufteir lives between thjt opportunities 
I have to b e with them. 

Monday afternoon they invited me to 
watch "The Beauty and the Beast" with them. 
I was happy to accept anthhunkered down 
with them in their grandfather's lounge chair. 
I was in the middle with, my arms around ... 
them as they stretched out beside me. Of 
course, they know the script by heart, and-
were careful that none of its intricacies should 
get by their great-uncle. They were also kind 
enough to warn me when, the scary parts were 
coming. I was grateful for that concern. But, 
as the film unfolded I could- tell by their body. 
language that they were happy to have my •' 
support during those scary scenes. I will 
remember the pleasure of watching that film 
with them for a long time - almost as long.as 
it takes the blood to flow back into my arms,. 

I picked up Margaret and Liam in North 
Syracuse at 3 on Easter Sunday afternoon • 
and dropped them off at 9:15 a.m. on Tues
day. It seemed like a very short time. It was. 
But it was a beautiful time because it was so 
filled with life and brought so much joy and 
energy to those who were a part of it: 

I thank all of them and offer special grati
tude to my sister, Helen, and brother-in-law, 
Jim Early, for their gracious hospitality, and 
to my old friend, Tom Powers, who is such an 
important person in all our family events. 

You so often ask about my family. I am 
grateful for that and, in recognition of such 
kindness, write about them today. I also 
remember and write about them because 
doing so helps me enter more deeply into the 
mystery of Easter. 

Peace to all. 

No Entrance Fee Required. Call us today! 

in Love with 

len looking into retirement 

communities, I made sure ' understood 

the variety of options available to inc. 

With no entrance fee, I feel I get a real 

value because I'm not locked into any 

type of program. And having that kind 

of freedom allows me to travel exten

sively, which I have always enjoyed. 

Then, when I return to the security and 

comfort of my home at Chapel Oaks, 

I continue to relive my excursions by 

presenting travelogues of my fabulous 

trips, both near and far." 

—Marguerite "Peg Finney" 

vndciiuoit, \ew York 

The French call it joie de vivre, or love of life. „ 
That ability to approach life joyfully and fully 

appreciate all that each day has to offer. Every day, 
„ residents of Chapel Oaks, Rochester's newest and 

finest rental retirement-community, are finding the 
joy of retirement living: Once you've experienced 
life at Chapel Oaks, you may find yourself falling 
in love with the true joy of" living all over again. 

± G 
^all.in love with the traditionrof St. Ann's of 
Greater Rochester, Lncv who for 125 years has 

provided senior adults with a truly fulfilling, 
retirement lifes^le. The location of being perfectly 
situated on 14 beautiful, secluded acres of the St. 
Ann's campus"and just minutes away from 
Rochester's finest shopping, entertainment and 
cultural activities. The independence to. continue an 
active life style without routine maintenance and 
tiresome daily chores. The value of a rental concept 
with no entrance fee, which makes Chapel Oaks 
Rochester's most affordable retirement living 
options. The convenience of exceptional services-and 
amenities, and the spacious one- and two^bedroom-

apartment homes. Or, fall in love with the security 
and peace of mind that comes from haying priority 
access to a full continuum of health cafe services 
right on the St. Ann's campus. 

Ketirement is your time to seize the day and '" 
. life to its fullest; to experience your 

"joie de vivre." Please call (716) 342-3052 
for more information about Chapel Oaks 
or to arrange your personal tour. Once 
you see all that we have to offer, you may 
just find yourself falling in love with the 
true joy of living all over again! 

S T . A N N ' S 
C H A P E L O A K S 

Full of Life 
1550 Portland Avenue Rochester, NY 14621 

(716)342-3052 
Ah affiliate of St. Ann's of Greater Rochester, Inc. 


