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God makes Paul a light to the Gentiles' 
B Y J O E SARNICOLA 

After arriving at Antioch, Paul and his 
traveling companions went to the syna­
gogue on the Sabbath. They listened to 
the readings from the Law and the words 
of the prophets. Then a messenger quiet­
ly delivered a note to Paul from the syn­
agogue officials. It said, "My brothers, if 
one of you has a word of exhortation for 
the people, please speak." 

Paul nodded to the messenger and 
then stood up to address the people in 
the synagogue. "Fellow Israelites and 
you others'who are God-fearing, listen," 
he said. Paul reminded the people how 
God had delivered their ancestors out of 
the slavery of Egypt into the promised 
land of Canaan. Then God provided 
judges to administer the Law. When the 
people asked God for a king to rule over 
them, Saul became the first king. The 
next king was David, who God described 
as "a man after my own heart." Many 
years later came John the Baptist, and Je­
sus, the savior of Israel. 

"The inhabitants of Jerusalem and 
their leaders failed to recognize Jesus," 
Paul continued. "Even though they 
found no grounds for a death sentence, 
they asked Pilate to put him to death." 
Paul paused for a few seconds and then 
added, "But God raised him from the 

dead." 
When Paul had finished 

speaking, he was invited 
to return to speak on the 
next Sabbath. Many Jews 
and converts to Judaism 
followed Paul and Barn­
abas, who was with him, 
to learn more about God. 
Paul encouraged them to 
remain faithful to the grace 
of God. 

Paul and Barnabas came 
back to the synagogue on 
the next Sabbath, and a 
large crowd had gathered 
to listen to them. But some 
of the }ewish leaders were 
jealous, and they tried to persuade the 
people not to believe anything Paul and 
Barnabas said. 

Paul immediately said to the Jewish 
leaders, "It was necessary that the word 
of God be spoken to you first, but since 
you reject it and condemn yourselves as 
unworthy of eternal life, we now turn to 
the Gentiles. For so the Lord has com­
manded us, 'I have made you a light to 
the Gentiles, that you may be an instru­
ment of salvation to the ends of the 
earth."' 

The Gentiles heard this news and re­
joiced and glorified God, because the 
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Puzzle 
Paul traveled to many places in order to preach about Jesus. 

Can you unscramble the names of some of them? 
Refer to Acts 13-19 for help. Answers on page 8. 

S P R U C Y 
M E L A S U R E J '_ 
T R I N C H O 
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I AS A 

HESPESU 
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Illustration by Linda Jeanne Rivers 

promises of God had never been offered 
to them before. 

READ MORE ABOUT IT: 
Acts 13 

Q&A 
1. What did the Jewish leaders do when 

Paul returned to the synagogue? 
2. How did the Gentiles respond to Paul's 

announcement? 

Bible Trivia 
Who greeted Saul (Paul) as a 

brother in Acts 9? 
Send Answer to: Catholic Courier 

Bible Trivia, P.O. Box 24379, 
Rochester, NY 14624. Please 

include your name, address and 
school name. All entries must be 
received by May 3, 2001. A win­
ner will be selected at random 
from all the correct entries sub­
mitted. The winner to the last 
trivia question was Amanda 
Widzinski, a student at Walt 
Disney School, Rochester. In 

answer to "How many epistles 
written by John are included in 

the New Testament," she 
answered three. 

Bible Accent 
The apostle Paul is an important 

figure in the history of the church. 
He was trained as a Pharisee, so he 
was very knowledgeable about 
Jewish law. However, the Pharisees 
often saw strict adherence to the 
laws of God as being more impor­
tant than the brotherly iove 
preached by Jesus and later by his 
followers. Before he became an 
apostle, Paul was present and con­
senting when Stephen was killed as 
the first Christian martyr. 

Paul was also a Roman citizen, 
by virtue of his birth, which meant 
he was entitled to privileges that 
only Roman citizens were allowed 
to have. 

After God struck Paul with tem­
porary blindness, Paul converted 
to Christianity and became a 
preacher, a missionary and an 
author of several books of the New 
Testament. Some of Paul's adven­
tures and tribulations are told in 
the Book of Acts. 

St. Alphege 
St. Alphege joined the English 

monastery of Deerhurst in 
Gloucester while still-a young man. 
For a period of time he.lived a-soli-
tary life until he was appointed as 
the abbot of the monastery at Bath-
After the death of fit. Ethelwold, 
the bishop of Winchester, Alphege 
was named as his replacement. 
Alphege demonstrated such a 
strong commitment to caring for 
the poor that it was said that no one 
needed to beg while Alphege was 
bishop of the diocese. He was pro­
moted 22 years later to the position 
of the Archbishop of Canterbury. 

When Danish invaders brought 
death and destruction to 
Canterbury, Alphege, instead of 
fleeing, appealed to the Danes to 
stop their fighting. They captured 
him and threw him into prison. 
When the English could not afford 
to pay his ransom, Alphege was 
killed by his captors, in the year 
1012. We honor him on April 19. 
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COURIER CLASSIFIEDS 

GENERAL 

Announcements 

ADOPTIONS The Catholic Courier 
does not publish adoption advertis­
ing To obtain a list of agencies that 
serve birth mothers and adoptive 
parents, call 715-328-4340. Agen­
cies wishing to be included on this 
list may send information to the 
Catholic Courier 

MERCHANDISE 

Gifts 

COOKIES: Ship directly to col­
lege students, home-bound, 
celebrations, more1 Fresh, 
homemade goodness using 
favorite, time-tested recipes by 
local Mom. 716/670 9436 

Call 716-328-4340 to advertise 

in the Courier classifieds 

EMPLOYMENT 

Help Wanted 

There are elderly people in our community 
who are having difficulty dealing with the 

day-to-day tasks of personal care, laundry, 
meal preparation and light cleaning If you 
want to help, we can provide you the skills 
you need to be the person who can make a 

big difference m the quality of their lives1 

Our Home Health Aide Training Program 
will prepare you help these clients meet the 
challenges they face with dignity - enabling 

them to safely remain in their homes 
Interested9 You can be pan of "The Team'" 
We have a training schedule thai will meet 

your needs' We can be reached 
Monday-Friday 9 00 am - 4 00 pm at 

Rural/Metro Medical Services 

(716)546-2393 

PROPERTY 

Industrial/Commercial 

OFFICE/MEDICAL BUILDING 
for lease. Webster/Creek St. 
area. 1250 sq ft. Handicap 
accessible. Available immedi­
ately. 716/671-2712. 

SERVICES 

Business Services 

CUSTOM DESIGNS for logos, 
brochures and web sites. 
Personal attention at reason­
able rates. Call 716/533-2377. 

Ceiling Repair 

TEXTURED/SWIRLED CEIL­
INGS: 9' x 12' ceiling only $59! 
Water damaged, stained, poor­
ly textured/swirled ceilings 
repaired, re-textured, re-paint­
ed, or made flat again. Any size 
drywall/plaster wall repairs. No 
job too small. 716/392-5076. 

Home Health Care 

All Metro Health Care 
The Name You Can Trust 

Companion, HHA, CNA, 
LPN, RN 

Let us be the One 

716-381-6240 

SERVICES 

Instructions Schools 

TUTORING: ITALIAN lan­
guage & cultural classes. Call 
Teresa Murano at 716/381-
2658 or e-mail at linguaital-
iana@aol.com. 

Masonry 

MASONRY REPAIRS: All 
types. Brick and cement step 
repairs. Bnck, block, concrete, 
patchwork. 40 years experience. 
Al Meyvis Sr. 716-323-1007. 

Moving and Storage 

K-D Moving < 
Storage, Inc. 
Kx|H-ticmt* in nKi i f 
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SERVICES 

Home Improvement 

GUTTER CLEANING 
& REPAIR 

New Heavy-Duty Aluminum 
& Galvanized Gutters 

Bernard K, Bayer & Son 
est. 1952 (716)381-0812 

Painting & Wallcovering 

AL MEYVIS, JR.: Painting 
interior/exterior. Basement 
walls repaired/painted/wet 
basements. Carpentry, power-
washing, decks, etc. All types 
home repairs. Small jobs wel­
come. (I do all my own work. 
No sub-contractors.) Certified. 
392-4435, 323-2876. 

B U R G - M A S T E R PAINT-
ING/PAPERHANGING, tex­
tured ceilings, walls, ceilings 
repaired, rugs shampooed. 
Insured, powerwashing. Dan 
Burgmaster, 716/663-0827. 
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