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FEATURE
Papal cultural center opens in nation's capital
WASHINGTON (CNS) - People from
across tbe country and around the world
came to Washington for the March 22
opening-pf the Pope John Paul II Cultural
Center, paid for by $60-million in private
donations.
"I'm overwhelmed and excited. It's going to take many visits to see everything. I
think visitors will come back again to see
and do everything there is to offer," said
Dorothy Carson of St. Cunagunda Parish
in Detroit. Many left saying they were enthused and excited about the spiritual journey and high-tech fun they experienced.
Most distinctive about the center are its
architectural features — a soaring copper
roof resembling angel's wings, a 75-foothigh gilded cross and a reflecting pool located o n the front terrace, calling to mind
the importance of water in Catholicism.
Built of limestone, granite, copper and
glass on a 12-acre site across from T h e
Catholic University of America, the cultural center showcases art treasures from
the Vatican and a collection of personal
memorabilia belonging to Pope John Paul
II, including his skis, o n e of his rosaries
and family photos.
"At the heart of our mission here is the
intellectual and moral faith formation of
believers and an ongoing invitation to nonbelievers," said Cardinal Adam J. Maida of
Detroit, who was appointed by the pope to
be president of the cultural center.
Cardinal Maida was the driving force
behind the cultural center, which he originally envisioned as a sort of papal equivalent to presidential libraries. Its content has
been expanded to incorporate exhibits
about the history of Catholicism and other religions, art exhibits and ways for visitors to leave testimonials about faith, hope
and service. Cardinal Maida told an audience at the grand opening that die pope
insisted it be located in Washington instead
of any of Several other suggested sites, including Warsaw o r Krakow in Poland.
"He sees Washington, D.C., as the crossroads of the world," Cardinal Maida said.
More than a museum, the center offers
visitors hands-on experiences. They can
touch a bronze cast of the Holy Father's
hand, ring church bells, create stained-glass
art, ask questions about Catholic teachings,
and learn about the saints.
After entering the center, visitors catch
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The new Pope John Paul II Cultural
Center sits on a 12-acre parcel adjacent to The Catholic University of
America and the Basilica of the
National Shrine of the Immaculate
Conception.

Nancy Wiechec/CNS

Washington Cardinal Theodore E. McCarrick finds a place to reflect before the
grand opening of the Pope John Paul II Cultural Center in Washington March 22.
He was sitting near an interactive exhibit that allows visitors to ring a set of electronic church bells.
their first glimpse of faith from a global
perspective in the Gallery of Mary, which
features an exhibit of colorful panels and
text widi images of Mary as she is seen and
depicted in cultures around the world.
The first art exhibition on loan from the
Vatican Museums is "The MoUier of God:
Art Celebrates Mary," which spans the
2,000-year history of the church in virtually every type of art. Valued at approximately $3.5 million, the 38 pieces will remain on exhibit through June 2002.
Father Michael Bugarin, director, said
he diinks the center will give visitors an opportunity "to reflect on their faith and how
it will make an impact on their own family
life and society at large."
The evangelization process began even
before die center opened, he said.
"When I look at the Hands of Peace exhibit, I recall how the artist who began the
project as an agnostic finished thejob talking about his faith conversion. In the
process of interviewing the people for the
exhibit, he became a believer and will be
baptized and confirmed this Easter."
The Omaha-based firm of Leo A. Daly
designed the exterior of the building, with
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Announcements

Gifts

Business Services

ADOPTIONS The Catholic Courier
does not publish adoption advertising. To obtan a fist of agencies that
serve birth mothers and adoptive
parents, call 716-328-4340. Agencies wishing to be included on this
list may send information to the
Catholic Courier.

COOKIES: Ship directly to college students, home-bound,
celebrations, more! Fresh,
homemade goodness using
favorite, time-tested recipes by
local Mom. 716/670 9436.

CUSTOM DESIGNS for logos,
brochures and web sites.
Personal attention at reasonable rates. Call 716/533-2377.

NEXT TO NEW SALE

TEXTURED/SWIRLED CEILINGS: 9' x 12' ceiling only $59!
Water damaged, stained, poorly textured/swirled ceilings
repaired, re-textured, re-painted, or made fiat again. Any size
drywall/plaster wall repairs. No
job too small. 716/392-5076.

mm
Help Wanted
PT

CHURCH

CUSTODIAN:

Knowledgeable. Weekday
mornings. Contact St. Paul's
Church, PO Box 363, Pittsford,
NY 14534.
PT C H U R C H SECRETARY:
Self-starter, proficient in Word
and Excel. Flexible hours.
Contact St. Paul's Church, PO
Box 363, Pittsford, NY 14534.

Birthright of Victor
looking for volunteer director
to oversee operation of small
non-profit committed to offering
women alternatives to abortion.

CLOTHING, JEWELRY, BOOKS,
HOUSEWARES, ETC.

APRIL 19TH-21ST
9 am-7 pm Thursday, April 19th
S am - 4 pm Friday, April 20tti
9 am-noon Saturday, April 21st

OurLadyofLountesHal
165 Rhinecliff off Monroe

$5 PER BAG
ALL DAY SATURDAY

PROPER!
Industrial Commercial
OFFICE/MEDICAL BUILDING
for lease. Webster/Creek St.
area. 1250 s q . ft. Handicap
accessible. Available immediately. 716/671-2712.

Call 924-7113

Call $ 1 6 - 3 2 8 4 3 4 0
to advertise

„

in the
Courier classifieds

Ceiling Repair

Home Health Care
All Metro Health Care
The Name You Can Trust
Companion, HHA, CNA,
LPN, RN
Let us be the One

716-381-6240
lnstruction& Schools
TUTORING: ITALIAN
language & cultural classes. Call
Teresa Murano at 716/3812658 or e-mail at linguaitaliana@aol.com.

Discover an elegant new
Masonry
option in Retirement
MASONRY
REPAIRS:
All
Living. Call to schedule a
types.
Brick
and
cement
step
private showing
repairs. Brick, block, concrete,
388-7663
patchwork. 40 years experience.

rochesterindependentliving.com

the New York firm of Edwin Schlossberg
creating the interactive computer exhibits.
"There are over 80 different software
programs and more than 18 hours of
films," said Schlossberg. "The idea is to
provide a really astonishing experience."
His wife, Caroline Kennedy Schlossberg,
brought the couple's diree children to the
cultural center. "It's fantastic. It's even better man I thought it would be. It's great for
the kids, too," she said.
Visitors use a key-coded access card to
gain entry into die interactive exhibits.
"At the testimonial stations, people can
participate by drawing or using the audio
or video equipment so they can share their
feelings with others, and hopefully open
up a dialogue about faith, which is not a
topic generally discussed in this country,"
said Penelope Fletcher, deputy director
arid chief operating officer of the center.
The interactive stations also allow visitors to ask questions about Catholic teaching from abortion to Scripture.
"My daughter liked being able to ask
questions because I think there are a lot of
things kids don't know about and they can
ask questions and learn more, like what is

Al Meyvis Sr. 716-323-1007.

heaven and what is hell?" said Ronald
Marino, a member of San Francesco Parish
in Clinton Township, Mich. "Young people
haven't had anything totenter on and now
they have something to see and relate to
the religion."
Said Sarah Waikoviak of Houston, "You
actually get to participate. It's not just reading. You get to do and learn. People picture us Catholics as boring, and this is not
boring. This is fun." T h e building also includes a small chapel, a cafe, theaters and
an academic forum. The top floor will host
12 scholars, who will study the application
and impact of papal teachings .
Victoria Murphy of Long Island, called
me center "a dream come true" and said it
"will be ever evolving, just as the Smithsonian" and other major museums.
"We will be able to tell our children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren to
keep coming here and learning about the
Catholic faith," she added.
T h e center's directors say the new museum can accommodate 1,500 visitors a
day; they hope to draw 500,000 people a
year. It is open Tuesday through Sunday,
and only on Mondays which are holidays.
Admission is $8, with a discounted rate of
$6 for senior citizens. Children under age
3 are admitted free.
The center is about 1-2 mile north of die
Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception. It is at 3900 Harewood Road, NE, Washington, DC 20017;
202/3194100. Its Web site is imow.jp2culturakenler.org.
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SERVICES.
Moving and Storage

^V SERVICES

Home Improvement

K-D Moving &
Storage, Inc.
£x|>erience in office.
hiHucholct mm-inf; and
deliveries
Hig nr Small. Wr il» Ihnn Ml!

Ask yourself is your repairman
too
expensive, unreliable,
unpredictable?

473-6610/4734357
23 ArliiiKlun Si. Rorhesier NY HhW
NYHOTW657

Home Improvement
GUTTER CLEANING
& REPAIR

Mi
Mi

New Heavy-Duty Aluminum
& Galvanized Gutters

Bernard K. Bayer & Son
est. 1952

l«

(716) 381-0812

Painting & Wallcovering
A L MEYVIS, J R . : Painting
interior/exterior.
Basement
walls
repaired/painted/wet
basements. Carpentry, powerwashing, decks, etc. All types
home repairs. Smalt jobs welcome. (I do all my own work.
No sub-contractors.) Certified.
392-4435, 323-2876.
B U R G - M A S T E R PAINTING/PAPERHANGING,
textured ceilings, walls, ceilings
repaired, rugs shampooed.

Insured, powen/vashing. Dan

Burgmaster, 716/663-0827.

Roof
Gutter
Chimney
IV! a s o r i r y
Siding
Doors
Windows

• Insulation
1
Ventilation
» Chimney Liners
> Basement Walls
1
1

Water Proofed
Gutters Cleaned

TOP-TO-BOTTOM ft
EXPERT EVALUATION • FULLY INSURED
FREE ESTIMATES • GUARANTEED • SENIOR DiSCOUJ
Johnathon A. Goer
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For 24 Hour Emergencies, Call 764-8204
www.toptobtm.com

Need a classified?
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ads@catholiccourier.com
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