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New church members 
look forward to Easter 
By Jerry Filteau 
Catholic News Service 

WASHINGTON - This year's Easter 
Vigil will mark a major turning point for 
the faith life of tens of thousands of Amer­
icans. 

Throughout Lent, prospective Catholics 
have been going through the final stages of 
the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, 
preparing to be baptized or to enter into 
full communion with the Catholic Church. 

In the Chicago Archdiocese alone, more 
than 2,200 adults went through the RCIA 
process this year. 

Those who are not yet baptized are 
called catechumens. At Easter they receive 
all three sacraments of Christian initiation 
— baptism, confirmation and their first Eu­
charist. 

Those already baptized in other church­
es or baptized Catholic but not raised in 
the faith are called candidates. At Easter 
they receive confirmation and the Eu­
charist. 

In dioceses across the country in the 
first two weeks of Lent, catechumens and 
candidates — most often in special dioce­
san ceremonies led by a bishop — partici­
pated in a Rite of Election (for catechu­
mens) or a Call to Continuing Conversion 
(for candidates). 

This year the Diocese of Rochester spon­
sored five such ceremonies, at Sacred 
Heart Cathedral, St. Michael's Church in 
Penn Yan and Immaculate Conception 
Church in Ithaca. 

The diocese had 334 catechumens and 
437 candidates. 

Among Atlanta's catechumens was Don 
Massey, whose faith journey was certainly 
among the more unusual this year. 

A professor of design at the University 
of Georgia in Athens, Massey traveled 
around the world on a commission from 
the new Pope John Paul II Cultural Center 
in Washington to cast the hands of 
Catholics from many nationalities and 
walks of life — including die pope. The 
hand castings are on display in die center. 
(The center is featured on Page 13.) 

Massey said he "really wasn't anydiing" 
religiously before die project, but die faith 
stories of die Cadiolics he interviewed 
around die world simply drew him to die 
church. 

Wayne Brugger, a civil engineer in Mus­
catine, Iowa, was raised Presbyterian. He 

had been attending Mass with his Catholic 
wife, Barbara, for 37 years and put all three 
kids through Catholic school before he de­
cided to become Catholic. 

Then in die midst of his RCIA program 
he got a six-month assignment in Ecuador 
to design an airport. 

He took the job, 7,600 miles away, on 
one condition — that he be allowed to re­
turn home in early March to participate in 
die diocesan Rite of Election and Call to 
Continuing Conversion and again in April 
to enter full communion widi die church 
at the Easter Vigil. 

Some other numbers in U.S. dioceses 
and archdioceses diis yean Dubuque, Iowa, 
had 368 candidates and 135 catechumens; 
Lansing, Mich., 613 candidates and 506 
catechumens; Baltimore, ̂ 50 and 225; 
Cincinnati, more than 900 and 700; 
Philadelphia, 751 and 516. 

Among 505 candidates and 332 cate­
chumens in Kansas City-St. Joseph, Mo., 
was Mark Beckloff of Kansas City, baptized 
a Mediodist. 

Beckloff s path to Catholicism involved 
caring for a sickly Great Dane named 
Amazing Gracie, which led to founding a 
successful dog-treat business, which led to 
an invitation four years ago from Mercy , 
Sister Donna Ryan to set up a booth out­
side the cathedral at a blessing of animals •< 
on die feast of St. Francis of Assisi. 

When Beckloff starting coming back for 
Sunday Mass, Sister Ryan - the cathedral 
parish catechumenate director — invited 
him to explore Catholicism. This year 
when she asked him to checlc his busy trav­
el schedule, he found not a single out-of-
town conflict widi Tuesday RCIA classes, 
so he joined. 

A Catholic Newsservice survey in Lent 
1993 uncovered more than 23,400 cate­
chumens and candidates in 47 dioceses. 
Those dioceses represented one-third of 
the total U.S. Catholic population, indi­
cating dial nationwide the total was in the 
neighborhood of 65,000 to 70,000. 

Of die 180-plus U.S. dioceses, die bish­
ops' national Office for Evangelization last 
year obtained 2000 data from 88 and 1999 
data from 79. Its figures added up to slight­
ly more dian 50,000 candidates and cate­
chumens in 1999 and just over 58,000 in 
2000 from die dioceses included in die re­
port — indicating dial if comprehensive fig­
ures were available, diey would almost cer­
tainly be well above 70,000 a year now. 

CNS 

World Youth Day 
Young people from Canada accept the large World Youth Day cross at the 
Palm Sunday Mass in St. Peter's Square April 8. The cross was to be taken 
to Canada for the July 2002 international celebration in Toronto. 
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BALLYS 
park place 
CASINO • RESORT 
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PLEASE VISIT BALLY'S NEWEST GIET AND SNACK SHOP. 
LOCATED INSIDE THL TRANSPORTATION CENTER 

Arrive Ma 
TIFFANY TRANSPORTATION 

716-328-2700 or 800-724-7504 
BALLY'S OFFERS ATLANTIC CITY'S BEST BUS CENTER. A FULLY 

"""ENCLOSED ENVIRONMENT WITH STATE-OF-THE-ART BOARDING, MVP 
—— PROMOTIONS, VENDING AND LOBBY AREAS. 
* Effective February 18th. Bonuses are available to bus patrons arriving on line run buses listed above and are subject | 

to change without notice. Available to persons 21 years and older. Gambling Problem? Call 1-800-GAMBLER. -
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Di PONZIO FUNERAL H O M E 
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219 Spencerport RoacMt , 
Rochester^" 71 ( 0 ^ W ? f S \ 

ELDREDGE FOX &foRREni CPA 
13 "i Corporate Woods , " 

Rochtstc r^m^42 7-8900 ,-

HEBERLE DISPOSAL SERVICES 
269 4 £ r a t i $ r j & ^ - ' . 

Roche«;tpr2!»6-438-860Q 

HERREMA^ I G A ^ ^ 
125 Pattonwood Dr. 

Rochester • 716-342-4240 
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HOLY SEPULCHRE CEMETERY 
2461 Lake Avenue 

Rochester • 716-458-4110 
Happy Easter 

ASSEMBLYMAN 
JOSEPH D. MORELLE 

DISTRICT #132 

1945 East Ridge Road 
Rochester • 716-467-0410 
My Best Wishes to You pnd 

Your Family for a Happy Easter 

PlEHLER PONTIAC CORP. 
«a^- Piehler is the Dealer?, 
l*&&*' -1560 Lake Avenue 

Rochester • 716-458-4540 
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QUALTECH 
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111 Humboldt Street*39***"-'** 
Rochester • 716-654-807G 

SACRED HEART CATHEDRAL": 
296 Flpwer-City P a r k ^ - ^ 

Rochester • ^ $ $ 5 # 3 2 2 l * »4 
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Plymouth Avefiue North 
Rochester • 716-546-1740* j 

Easter Blessings from All of uJ* 
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