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CONTINUED...
Diocesan schools review plans; stress value of life
By Kathleen Schwar
Assistant cchtoi
There's a s<idlv familiar ring to a letter
that diocesan (Catholic schools sent to parents March S:
"This week we have once again seen a
senseless a n of violence in school, resulting in the needless loss oflife in a San Diego
aica high school." it stated. "Yesterday, this
distmhmg ttend erupted in a Catholicjutnoi senior high school in WiP.iamsport,
lYiuisNhania, where one student shot and
in|uicd another student at school."
In Mav 199'.' (he schools superintendent,
Timothv Du ver. sent a similar letter after
the tragedy at Columbine High School in
Colorado, wheie two students committed
suicide alter shooting and killing a teacher
and 12 students, and wounding 23 others.
Both letters noted that diocesan Catholic
schools have emergency plans. Both encouraged family, students and faculty to be
alert to any behavior perhaps signifying
dangerous consequences.
"Sadlv, no school is immune to individual acts of violence," Dwyer stated in his
March 8 letter.
Although that letter did not mention another incident in Elmira, educators were
well aware of a close call at Southside High
School Feb. 14. A student was said to have
taken a gun and bombs to school, but then
wrote notes to classmates who alerted authorities, and he was arrested.
"That situation was handled beautifully
from the very beginning," said Sister Mary
Walter Hickev, RSM, principal of Notre

Dame High School in Elmira, which is not
far from Southside and just 75 miles from
Williams port.
"I think it's important we understand nobody's immune from this and we have to
be always ready," she said.
After Columbine, she said, administrators talked in classrooms about possible scenarios, "and we plan to do that again." Such
talks address what to watch out for, to do
for one another, and "review that we are
truly Gospel people and need to care for
everyone. I think you have to be really careful how you treat everyone."
At Holy Family Junior High School in
Elmira, teachers not only held departmental meetings on March 16, a professional
development day. They also took time to
practice communicating by foghorn.
"You have to think about things that can
go wrong with your plan," said the principal, Elizabeth Berliner, who noted the

Violence

er look at school violence after the 1999
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37 school shootings that have taken place
since 1974 and looked for patterns.
But the study found no single profile of
a school shooter, since all the attackers
have ranged in age, ethnic background and
family situations, and varied from the isolated to the popular student.
But what does stand out, glaringly, is
that in more than three-fourths of the
shootings studied, the attacker had told
someone, and often more than one person, what he planned to do in advance.
Such was the case with Charles "Andy"
Williams, who allegedly shot fellow students at Santana High School March 5. According to news accounts, he told at least
20 other students and an adult of his intentions.

school shooting at Columbine High School
that killed 13 people. The study examined

dividual difficulties of our era," he said,
"but their students are exposed to more resources to cope with life's difficulties."
Sister Shaughnessy added that she has
found Catholic school teachers tend to be
more willing to report kids who give warning signs.
"Foiget confidentiality!"^ she advises
teachers. "My cardinal rule is to take every
comment seriously."
That message also comes through in
"The Safe School Initiative," issued last fajl
by the U.S. Secret Service National Threat
Assessment Center with the U.S. Department ofjustice in Washington and the National Institute ofjustice.
The organizations began to take a clos-

school's public-address system couldn't be
used in an emergency if electricity went out,
but a foghorn could be. "We went to our
rooms and all could hear it," she said.
The drill was part of reviewing the
school's emergency management plans and
the recent school violence in general.
"People wanted to spend time o n this,"
Berliner said. "I said, 'We'll find time.'"
Experts debate what motivates a child to
violence, she noted. "They name all these
things, but they are present in so many students: unhappiness, family problems, saying they don't like themselves. They all go
through it. It's hard to know where they are
going with it."
While Holy Family teachers talked with
students about the school shootings, she
said, die subject also came up in her office.
One student concerned that a certain student seemed to "need a boost," brought up
reports that the Williamsport student who
shot another had felt bad about herself.
"It is certainly on the kids' minds,"
Berliner said.
In January, Berliner snared her school's
emergency plan with other principals at a
diocesan-sponsored conference. Holy Family has had the benefit of a good emergency
plan distributed by Chemung County 10
years ago. Also, the school is adapting a
state safety plan.
"Williamsport and California call the
question of can this happen in one of our
schools," commented Sister Patricia Carroll, SSJ, the diocese's assistant superintendent for professional development. "The
answer is yes it can, but when it happens we

are prepared and ready to move. There are
administrative procedures in place to address when something happens."
Sister Carroll has been working to train
schools under the New York State Police
Safe Schools Effective Response Program,
with guidelines just issued last fall. T h e
guidelines suggest public and private
schools work in partnership, and cover numerous situations including how to respond to a person with weapons and to
bomb threats. If public school students
need to be bused to a Catholic school, or
private students to a public school, the
schools will be ready under the guidelines.
"What this is doing is taking many different procedures and putting them into a
comprehensive plan," Sister Carroll said. "I
think the goal is a very good goal."
Under the guidelines, the schools will begin fingerprinting new employees next fall,

"People didn't take him seriously," Sister Shaughnessy said.

Bush's lawyer said in a March 8 interview with Reuters that his client is "someone who has vehemently championed the
cause of the underdog," and had recently
confronted students over what she felt was
their mistreatment of an Asian student.
T h e Colorado Legislature is working on
a bill that would require the state's school
districts to implement some kind of antibulh/ing plan.
But programs and legislation will not
provide the ultimate answers, said Alan
Demmitt, associate professor of counselor
education at die University of Dayton.
He said the school shootings in early
March did not serve as a u wake-up call" because they've been happening far too frequently.
"It's a continual problem," he said, "and
we still haven't figured out how to respond."

The Secret Service study also points out
that in more than two-thirds of the shootings, the attackers felt bullied.
Judy Gibbons, a psychology professor at
St. Louis University and interim chair of
the school's psychology department, told
CNS that there are methods that work to
reduce bullying in schools.
"It's a new way to learn," she said of anti-bullying programs. "Instead of competing, kids work together in groups and reduce their biases to each other."
Being picked on was something that
friends said happened to Williams in California. It may also have been a factor in
the Bishop Neumann shooting where the
alleged shooter, Eli2abeth Bush, reportedly had clashes with students who were picking on some of the school outcasts.

she noted. Many schools are working on
code language to inform faculty immediately of a danger. High schools, as well, are
expected to work with the state plan.
At St- Ambrose School in Irondequoit, a
parents' committee developed a list of 10
parents who could drop everything and get
to the school in an emergency, Sister Carroll said. By working with administration,
the parents then could free teachers for crisis management
"I thought that was an excellent idea,"
she said.
Years ago, noted Sister Carroll, a child's
passing a note joking about a bomb was often seen as just that — a joke. "But today it
can't be a joke," she said.
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Announcements

Help Wanted

Apartments/Unfurnished

Instruction^ Schools

Painting & Wallcovering

Pet Care

ADOPTIONS The Calhofic-Geuner
does not publish adoption advertising. To obtain a list of agencies that
serve birth mothers and adoptive
parents, call 716-32^4340. Agencies wishing to be included on this
Fist may send information to the
Catholic Courier.

DRE POSITION AVAILABLE:
St. Margaret Parish in Homer,
NY. The Director of Religious
Education is a member of the
Pastoral Team, a collaborative
ministry which administrates
the parish. The DRE is responsible for the organization,
development and implementation of the parish religious education programs, pre-school
through
Confirmation. The
Director should possess a
Bachelor's Degree in Religious
Studies or a related field and at
least two years experience
administrating a catechetical
program.
Please
contact:
JoAnn
Zech,
Search
Committee Chair. PO Box 356,
Homer, NY 13077 by April 1st.

2 BEDROOM APARTMENT Creek St. No smoking, no pets.
$650 per month plus utilities.
Available immediately. 716/
389-9557.

H O M E TUTORING: Achieve
better grades! Certified in elementary/special education and
reading. Call Sue 716/2279469.

B U R G - M A S T E R PAINTING/PAPERHANGING,
textured ceilings, walls, ceilings
repaired, rugs shampooed.
Insured, powerwashing. Dan
Burgmaster, 716/663-0827.

CUDDLES UNLIMITED, PET
SITTING: Your home. Animal
lover who cares about your pet
and home. Call Cindy 716/2346510.

Industrial Commercial

TUTORING: ITALIAN language
& cultural classes. Call Teresa
Murano at 716/381-2658 or email at linguaitaliana@aol.com.

MOST PRECIOUS B L O O D
CLASSES 1 9 8 M 9 8 5 : A reunion is being planned. Call
Cindy Borrelli, 716/820-8329.

Card of Thanks
THANK YOU St Jude for favor.
VS

MERCHANDISE
Gifts
COOKIES: Ship directly to college students, h o m e - b o u n d ,
celebrations,
more!
Fresh,
h o m e m a d e goodness using

Need a classified?
« &$$.f»f*.
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OFFICE/MEDICAL BUILDING
for lease. Webster/Creek St.
area. 1250 sq. ft. Handicap
accessible. Available immediately. 716/671-2712.

Moving and Storage

Ask yourself is your repairman
too
expensive, unreliable,
unpredictable7

K-D Moving &
Storage, Inc.
KxiJcrieiHe in nflitc.
hoiLH'luild niovilljf and
tldivcriet.

Ceiling Repair

Hie or Small. Wrili, llim Ml!

TEXTURED/SWIRLED CEILINGS: 9' x 12' ceiling only $59!
Water
damaged,
stained,
poorly textured/swirled ceilings repaired, re-textured, repainted, or made flat again.
Any size drywall/plaster wall
repairs. No job too small.

'& Ariiiixlim Si. R.» hi-ilcr NY I4B07
NYI>OT»>Hift7

716/392-5076.

favorite, time-tested recipes by
locat M o m . 716/670 9436.

Home Improvement
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473^610/4734357

M a s o n r y
Siding
D o o r s
W i n d o w s
Carpentry

Painting & Wallcovering
AL MEYVIS.JR: Painting IntExt. Basement walls repaired/
painted. Wet basements/gutters repaired. Basement windows. All types home repair.
Small jobs welcome. Certified.
392-4435 or 323-2876.
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Insulation
' Ventilation
' Chimney Liners
' Basement Walls
Pa in ted/Rep aired
1
Water Proofed
1
G u t t e r s Cleaned

4

TOP-TO-BOTTOM js
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EXPERT
EXPERT EVALUATION
EVALUATION •• FULLY
FULLY INSURED
INSURED
H | ? T j | I A T E S ' GUARANTEED • SENIOR DISCOU
Jotmathon A. G w r
For 24 Hour EmeroanclM, Call 7644204
www.toplofatm.coni

