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An nvitation to join in renovation process

At our Rite of Election last night T asked the
people — as [ often do at ordinations. the Chrism
Mass and other diocesan cefebrations — how
mam were at Sacred Heart Cathedral for the first
tme A great number rabsed their hands. That
WS ot sul prising since so many of them are, by
defimtbion, new to our faith community. As alwavs,
Iienminded them that the cathedral is the church
o the bishop, a sign of our uniy and, therefore, a
hoe for evervone in o diocese. T invited them
1o Conne often not as guests but as members of
ontn diocesan fanly,

Fhis mioning's snowy quiet offers occasion to
connect the expernience of asking that question

Tosen any vears with aosigificant meeting we had

At Sacred Heart hast Wednesdav, That was the first
meeting of the comnuttee we have established to
ieacd s through the renovation of Sacred Heart
Carhedral, T am not on the comimnittee, but I have
lookeed forward ro the beginning of its work and
was happs to o them and our project consul-
tant. Father Richard Vosko, in this initial session.

A vou might expect, this first meeting estab-
Ishied o basic orientation for participants, Father
Vosko unated members 1 introduce themselves,
In ~o domg. he asked members to indude in their
COMMMETIS TESPONNGS Lo Lwo questions: What most
excites vou about this projectz What is vour main
concern as we beging

I summarze those responses of the committee
members, fanly Thope, mothis wav: 1) We are
happr to give our time and encigy 1o a project
that will provide a cathedral that 1s more accom-
modatng, more apt and more beautiful for the
public worship of our faith community and more
in keeping with what the church is asking of us in
its liturgical norms; and 2) We want the process to
be as fair and open as possible so that all can par-
tcipate 1n this important endeavor.

What | heard and saw interested me deeply. |
heard, esen n this moment of introduction, some
good ideas about renewing our cathedral. But |
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also heard the energy and enthusiasm that partici-
pants brought to the table. What I saw was the
careful attention and openness the group offered
to each member as each had a chance to speak.
The group modeled for me what I hope will be
among the hallmarks of the whole renovation
experience — a willingness to share our own ideas
and a willingness to hear the ideas of others.

I have known our consultant, Dick Vosko, a
priest of the Diocese of Albany, for years and am
delighted that he will be involved in the renewal
of our cathedral. His resume induges work on a
great number of churches and cathedrals all over
our country. His work has earned him a reputa-
tion for respect for our tradition; broad knowl-
edge in art, architecture and liturgy; and the abili-
ty to work with experts in those and other areas
that are so important in such projects.

Among his achievements is the renovation of
St. James Cathedral for the Archdiocese of
Seattle. | have seen the renewed St. James.
Although I seldom use the word awesome, [ use it
to describe St. James. It is beautiful, truly beauti-
ful, and enhances the worship of that community
in wonderful ways.

Current projects of Father Vosko are the cathe-
drals of the archdioceses of Los Angeles.and
Milwaukee, and the Diocese of Memphis. Such

samples of his background, I'hope, give you confi-
dence that his work is well respected across the
country, especially in those dioceses that enjoy the
fruits of his labor.

You'll be reading much more about this project
in the months to come — here and elsewhere. |
just wanted to bring it to your attention in Along
the Way on the occasion of the committee’s first
meeting and its attendant publicity.

As I often do, I want to leave you with a few
questions and a request or two to stimulate your
thinking and elicit your input:

1) What is your understanding of the cathedral
church in the life of a diocese? When you think of
‘cathedrals you have known or visited, what images
or associations come to mind? What more would
you like to know or understand better about the
significance of a cathedral church?

2) Have you ever been to Sacred Heart
Cathedral? What brought you here? When you
remember your visit(s) what stands out as your
strongest memories, impressions? If you have
never visited Sacred Heart Cathedral, why is that
so? If invited or encouraged, would you make
such a visit?

3) If you were a member of the planning com-
mittee, how would you answer the two questions
Father Vosko asked them?

4) As we begin this work and seek the input of
the community, I also ask you to think about such
questions as these: What about Sacred Heart
would you most like to see upgraded, renewed,
changed? What should we be most careful to pre-
serve and honor? What reasons support your rec-
ommendations?

As [ conclude, let me add a request for your
prayer that God will bless this effort from begin-
ning to end and that, in addition to the blessing
of a renewed cathedral building, we will know the
even greater blessing of a community renewed in
faith anid coneern for others.

Peace to all. “
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Notre Dame Retreat House

Scholars
available for
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Serving the Diocese of Rochester

Notre Dame Retreat House Staff:

Faither Frederick Brinkmann: C.8s.R.. Rector/Director
Father Paul Miller. C.SvK.: Faiher Juck Juson Fiske, C.S85.R.
Father Leo Dunn, C.SsR.: Sister Mary Lynch, $.5.J.;
Sister Dolores Monahan, 5.85.J : Sister Julie LaVequr, S.S.J.

Telephone: 716-394-5700

Men’s Retreats:
March 9-11, April 6-8, May 11-13
Women’s Retreats:

March 23-25, March 30-Apnil 1, April 20-22, 27-29,
May 4-6. 18-20, June 8-10

Day of Prayer 9am - 3pm
March 13. April 10, May 17, June 12

Elderhostel
Apnl 1-6, June 10-15, July 8-13,
August 26-31, October [4-19

Hispanic Retreat — April 20-22

Charismatic Retreat — June -3

Serenity Retreat — June 15-17

Musician’s Retreat — June 18-20

Married Couples Retreat — June 22-24

DOR Priest Retreat: June 3-7
Presenter: Fr. Joseph Burke S.J. of Conesus College

The Only Thing We Overlook Is Canandaigua Lake!
Please call for more information.

St.Bernard’s!

Scholarships available at
St. Bernard’s include:

Most Rev. Matthew H. Clark Scholarship

Rev. Sebastian Falcone Scholarship

Marion Kinget Memorial Scholarship

Constance Lawlor Memorial Scholarship

Judith O’Brien Scholarship

Joan Pearson Scholarship

James and Carolyn Russell Endowed Scholarship

Students registered at St. Bernard’s are also eligible for
aid from the Roman Catholic Diocese of Rochester,

Call St. Bernard’s Today!

For more information contact the Director of Admissions

(716) 271-3657 ext.289

or by e-mail at tmcdadeclay@sbi.edu.
Deadline for all scholarship applications is
April 16, 2001.Tuition Assistance also available.

demard’s Institute

#1100 South Goodman Street - Rochester NY 14620
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