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Faith-based program needs careful approach

One of the most widely discussed
planks in the new president’s.platform is
his call for federal aid to so-called faith-
based charitable and service organiza-
tions and agencies.

In his second week in office, President
Bush established a new White House Of-
fice of Faith-Based and Community Ini-
tiatives to serve as a liaison to nonprofit
groups and to identify exemplary pro-

‘grams that might serve as national mod-

els. He also established centers at the De-
partments of Justice, Education, Labor,
Health and Human Services, and Hous-
ing and Urban Development to insure
that these departments cooperate with
religious and secular nonprofit organi-
zations.

The president’s program is not exclu-
sive to the Republican philosophy of gov-
ernment. Even during the Clinton ad-
ministration, the Department of
Housing and Urban Development, under
then-Secretary Henry Cisneros, started
the first federal religion-based office in
1994,

Nevertheless, President Bush’s initia-
tive has divided members of the politi-
cal and religious communities. Signifi-
cantly, the divisions do not follow along
the usual Democratic/Republican, lib-
eral/conservative, or religious/secular
fault lines. Advocates and skeptics alike
defy easy categorization.

While many religious leaders welcome
the Bush administration’s determination
to assist them in their service to the poor,
the needy, and the marginalized, other

By FatTHeER RICHARD P. MCBRIEN

religious leaders look askance at this new
faith-based initiative because of their fear
that (1) the federal government might in-
trude in an unwelcome manner into the
internal religious operations of their
groups and agencies; (2) in order to se-
cure federal subsidies, religious organi-
zations might be tempted to dilute or
downplay their spiritual message and
ministry to the needy as well as their
prophetic criticisms of the government
itself; (3) faith-based organizations might
be-smothered in bureaucratic paper-
work; and (4) the government might use
this aid as an excuse to reduce tradition-
al governmental programs that are es-
sential to the well-being of the nation
and of its most vulnerable citizens.
Many political figures, on the other
hand, thirik that it is high time that the
federal government lift the barrier
against support of worthy causes spon-
sored and carried out by religious agen-
cies. They make the argument that many

faith-based programs, staffed by highly

motivated, selfless people, have done a
far better job of helping people in need
than governmental programs that ignore
the vast spiritual resources that can con-
tribute mightily to healing and rehabili-
tation.

Many others in the political arena,
however, express concern about the in-
trusion of the government into the pri-
vate realm of religion, and of religion in-
to the public realm of government.

Some ask if the new president is reach-
ing out to disaffected African-American
church leaders — Democrats by habit,
but social conservatives by conviction —
in order to improve his political standing
with that particular constituency.

The photo in most papers the day af-
ter the president established the new
White House office had a dispropor-
tionately large number of black ministers
standing behind Mr. Bush, but few, if
any, recognizable faces from the Catholic
Church, the mainline Protestant and
Episcopal churches, and the jewish com-
munity. Why were they not also invited?

Will the Bush administration play fa-
vorites with various religious communi-
ties, channeling funds especially to evan-
gelical and fundamentalist Protestant
groups that have been key elements of
the Christian Coalition and the base of
the Republican Party?

Will tax dollars be spent on programs
that discriminate in hiring and firing?

How far will the government go in
monitoring and policing religious orga-
nizations that are accused of abuses, such

as requiring their clients to study the
Bible and pray to Jesus? Will religious or-
ganizations then challenge such govern-
ment scrutiny as a violation of the First
Amendment?

Many assume that a majority of Amer-
icans favor government aid to religious
groups that help people in need. When
pressed, however, 23 percent say that it is
a good idea only if the faith-based pro-
grams avoid religious messages, and 31
percent say it is simply a bad idea. More
than half, therefore, are either opposed
outright or willing to give only qualified
support.

What this clearly suggests is that the
matter of federal aid to faith-based
groups and organizations is far more
complex than it first appears. Where
people stand on this issue does not nec-
essarily tell us anything about their po-
litical party or ideology, or whether they
are persons of religious faith.

Consequently, the best advice one can

" offer to the Bush administration is o

proceed with extreme caution and with
as little political baggage as possible. For
starters, the circle of advisers from the
religious communities themselves must
be as broadly representative as possible.

For Catholics, that means a circle
wider than Father Robert Sirico, head of
the conservative Acton Institute, or in-
dividuals associated with the various con-
servative think-tanks in Washington.

[ X X )

Father McBrien is a professor of theology

at the University of Notre Dame.

Kids' answers from page 7:
M. Midian, O. oil, S. snake, E. Egypt, S Sinai

Enjoy fine wine & dining at one of
Rochester’s Best Kept Secrets

We invite you to join us for our nightly specials
[ncluding our Fabulous Friday Fish Fry

25% off entree with this ad.

Open 7 days a week for breakfast, lunch, and dinner
* Retreats * Bereavement functions * Intimate weddings, rehearsal dinners & showers
« Delightful overnight packages available » Special group room rates

B

OKWOO
BRO INN D

800 Pittsford Victor Road ¢ Pittsford, New York 14534 ¢ 716-248-9000

' LOWER PRICES!

We will match all advertised
beer prices in Monroe County

MICHELOB
LIGHT

COLA. KEV LIME S
LEMON MERINGUE [} ;
18 PACK CANS .

X by Stewarts &
24-16 OZ. BOTTLES U 4
2 Li7g 17 g bottle 53.99 5z

+ dep.

AMSTEL LIGHT COORS LITE}].
12 PACK BOTTLES 24-12 02 CANS OR BOTTLES b2

5828, | s42:59 |

Wmle Supply Lasts' ¢ case +dep

KILLIAN RED |, § - wammors ~15
;':'ZAPACQKRED 'V NEW. 8

n vaepfi IO R - n

4% -CROWN

Heineken | CORONA
12 PACK BOTTLES i

12-PACK BOTTLES 7
i;l & * dep. X

.Aﬂer $2 00 mail-in rebatef; . POP : %
BUSCH ;. n g

1
T
u120zCms | : 1275 MiX & MATCH, § 4

$ 8.98 DIETorREG. 14

1077 |
ILLER | | MOLSON

24-12 0Z BOTTLES OR CANS

M".LER .
GENUINE DRAFT ; '
112

18 PACK CANS

1 | I
case + dep. - [ 99 [ L
e — & af & lg
MILLER 1 case 3 ¢
+dep. | &

30-PACK CANS 1 dep. g}
37_99* 1 PRESENT THIS COUPON 1.

+dep.f- §  TOSAVESLO0
“After $2. OD mail-in rebate . 1

§

Expires 3/7/01

' NW CROWN BEVERAGES

1060 Norton St. * 342-1275 « Between Carter & Hudson
N/ OPEN MON SAT 8 AM 6 PM We accept Visa, Master Card& Dlscover

Looking for
Quahty Prmtmg?

& En vail‘@p@ 5

Through a speCIaI arrangement
between Wayuga Press and the
Catholic Courier Graphic’s Depart-
ment, you can now get quality,
affordabie typesetting and printing.

Pposeecesssesnsscscccessovonssscs ey

Give us a call for your next job!
COURIER GRAPHICS *+ 716-328-4340
WAYUGA PRESS * 315-754-6229

Pr‘esem‘

OwR LADY OF MERcY

HicH SCHOOL AUDITORIUM

. i

DISABILITY 7
CLAIMS

{f you have been or will be
unable to work for a least a year
due to medical reasons, you may
be entitled to benefits, even if you

have been turned down before.

Call for a free consultation
Also, long-term disability claims.
{No attorney fee is required in advance.;
Our fees are paid from retroactive 7
benefits we obtain for you.) '

LAWRENCE I. HELLER

Attorney at Law
Anne L. Lang, Paralegal

(716) 262-2304

or toil free 1 -88-782-7877

A MusICAL COMEDY f; g

1437 Blossom Road, Rochester

THugs. MARCH 8 * FRI. MARCH 9

SAT. MArcH 10
Curtain at 8:00 pm

Ticket Reservations or Information Please Call
473-1130 from 8am -4pm or 223-2621 from 6pm-9pm
General Admission: Adults - $8.00 - Student and Seniors - $6.00




