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WORLD & NATION
~ FBI arrest shocks Opus Det members

. Finnert Dei must write a letter to Opus Dei’s US.

(Bl); lly\('i);fchieelvi SF: z:sli:ce said menzlber- vicar, Father Arne Panula, telling him that

- i - ship in Opus | is what God is asking the individual to do,
ARLINGTON, Va. — Robert Philip Dei is consid- | Finnerty said.

Hanssen, the FBI agent arrested Feb. 18 ered a voca- During a period of discernment and

tion.  After | prayer, the person makes a verbal con-
prayerful con- | tract promising to pursue holiness in the
sideration, an middie of the world, he said, and it may
individual eventually become “a lifetime commit-
who wants to | ment.”

and accused of spving for the Russians,
was on the surface a typical suburban fa-
ther

He commuted daily 10 his Washington
office from his home in Northern Vir-

ginia. struggled to put his six children Reuters/CNS D€ 2 member It was not clear how long Hanssen and _ ..

through Catholic schools and colleges, feels that “this | his wife have belonged to Opus Dei. “As a = ihe ‘tgggqtgqg-gnl}z
and attended church in the Arlington Dio- | Robert Philip Hanssen is something | matter of policy, Opus Dei does not re- Ilha ¢ botl ZNK%
cese. that God is | lease membership information,” Finnerty

At the same time, the U.S. government asking me do — to become a saint in the said.
now claims, Hanssen was a spy for the middle of the real world,” he added. Commonly referred to as a “secret so-
Russians for 15 vears. He reportedly re- Blessed Josemaria Escriva died in 1975 | ciety” within the church, the group in its
ceived more than $1.4 million for reveal- | and was beatified by the pope in 1992, | literature says that “any kind of secrecy is
ing the FBI's deepest counterintelligence | The organization was given full pontifi- | expressly forbidden by the statutes gov-
secrets. He could face the federal death cal approval in 1950. As a personal prela- erning Opus Dei.”
penalty if convicted of treason. ture, it is now an ecclesiastical entity sim- But Opus Dei members may not publi-
Reports in the secular press said ilar to a diocese, with a bishop, clergyand | cize their membership, it says, “because a
Hanssen, a 56-vear-old native of Chicago, | laity all working together. layperson’s approach to holiness in Opus
and his wife. Bonnie, are members of More than 1,600 priests and 79,000 lay | Dei is something personal, an aspect of
Opus Dei, a Catholic organization that people worldwide reportedly belong to his or her private life.”
Pope John Paul 11 made a personal prela- | Opus Dei. There are 3,000 U.S. members, Colleagues, friends and acquaintances
ture in 1982, Bonnie Hanssen teaches | evenly divided between men and women. | of Opus Dei members “will always know
part time at Oakerest, a privaté schoolop- | The majority of members are married; | about their membership because they
~erated by Opus Dei in Mcl.ean. only 2 percent are priests. make it known, especially by the way they
Opus Dei is Latin for “work of God.” A person interested in joining Opus | live their faith,” it says.

Blesseg Josemaria Escriva de Balaguer es-
tablished the organization of primarily lay
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call to holiness through their ordinary

g Lo Mission. It's Affordable!

about the news,” said Brian Finnerty, U.S.
spokesman for Opus Dei. “It was a com-
plete surprise to everyone.”

If the allegations about Hanssen are
true, "t is a serious violation of his oblig-
ations as a Christian,” Finnerty told the
Arlington Catholic Herald, the diocese’s
newspaper.

Your opportunity to help a very poor child is much
too important to miss. And Christian Foundation for
Children and Aging (CFCA), an international
Catholic sponsorship program, can show you the
affordable way.

For $20 a month, just 66 cents a day, you can help
provide a poor child at a Catholic mission with food,
medical care, and the chance to go to school.
(Sponsorship benefits may vary depending on needs.)
You can literally change a life!

As a sponsor, you'll feel confident knowing CFCA
programs are run by Catholic missionaries deeply com-
mitted to the poor. And you're assured that over
85 percent of your contribution is sent directly to your
sponsored child's mission program.

When you sponsor, you'll receive a photo of your
child, information about your child's family and country,
letters from your child, and the CFCA newsletter. But,
most of all, you'll receive the satisfaction of help-
ing a poor child have a better life!

Funeral Director

: How can | help a

grieving friend?
People in early grief often are
shocked and unabtle to believe what
has happened. They may feel angry
or guity and have difficulty organ-
izing their life, sleeping or eating. If
you wish to help you should en-
courage expressions of feelings.

And if your budget doesn't allow $20 a month, please , |
don't hesitate to call CFCA toll-free at 1 (800) 875-6564 ' :
for other affordable ways to sponsor a child. Become a ? !
sponsor today. You'll be so glad you did! ‘ ]

Little Maria lives in a village in
Guatemala in a two-room house with ~ "I'm delighted to be a sponsor . . . and [

This means listening to the grieving a tin roof and dirt floors. Her father ~  invite you to sponsor a child.”
as they talk about the death and their struggles to support the family as a Archbishop James P. Keleher, Kansas .
pam over it. You can also provide day laborer. Can you help a poor child City, Kansas — sponsors José Mufios of ‘
practical assistance such as baby- like Maria? Become a sponsor today! Honduras. |
‘ sitting, organizing the household and
driving=your friend to appointments. T T T T T T T T T T T T T e el D -y $
Attending the funeral or visitation | Yes, I'll help one child: Name P — | L
gives you an opportunity to express : e | 4 Boy JGirl dTeenager 1 Anv in most need Address I :
- your feelings and to give needed I ~ I'll contribute: - . | f
~ support If you can't go to the funeral i 3 .| amonthly 320 quarterdy Seb City /State/ Zip I C‘
or visitation contact your friend and | c dsemi-annually $1200 Jannually 240 Daytime phone ( _____ 1 : 7
express your fee“ngs as soon as l J Enclosed is my hirst contribution ot § Fomanl i
possible after the death | (Make check payable te CFCA o i ti
1 , i N ] Send to
SCHAUMAN'SULEWSK' i CFCA | B¢ prLfLr to bl)l’n?\»sp(m%m\hlp payment to my Ciao Christian Foundation for | 8
| Cothah | creditcard JVISA MO JDiscover J AMEX Children and Aef i g
FUNERAL HOME | Cnild Card No. Exp. Date tidren an gl{ng (CFCA) i I
- NEW LOCATION I Sponsorship CHOOSE ONE ) Charge this time only 1 Charge ongoing K P'é)ft BOI\):ISOZ;?SO 5105 : g
. . . . ansas City, - -
Jican't ;
1717 Portland Avenue : 3 Plca" SP";‘”‘ now b,”tfh"”e >my gt of . or call toll-free 1-800-875-6564 _ ! f
Just North of Ridge Road I 28 ease send me more information about sponsorship. Www.cfcausa.org i g
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