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Moral decisions 1 ‘ ]
2 Aoral decisions involve more than good vs. evil
1 . - . - .
I've been involved lately in a series of : N viewed this way. Certain political or busi- | front us with the task of weighing the
uthor- conversations about how we make moral ness decisions might also be construed | goods and harms that will potentially re-
I chair decisions. It seems that a common inter- in such a way. sult from our actions. Consideration of
(chap- pretation of this process holds that A well-known German Lutheran pas- | the actions open to us, the intentions
'd less moral decision making involves a choice tor and theologian in Nazi Germany ar- | with which we approach the decision,
is one. between good and evil. In reality, how- ticulated certain decisions he made dur- | and the circumstances involved all con-
Dulles ever, it seems that very often moral de- ing his lifetime in this way. Dietrich | tribute to the eventual course of action
wching cision making involves a choice between Bonhoeffer became involved in an as- | that we will undertake. Because every
Testa- two or more competing goods, or two or sassination plot against Adolph Hitler.- | moral decision is a decision in a very
are1n more “evils.” In Bonhoeffer’s terms, the only choices | unique and particular situation, the
*hical, In medical cases, we know that pa- By PATRICIA SCHOELLES, SSJ open to him involved evil: He could do | framework is often much more compli-
ted to tients at the end stages of terminal illness nothing, letting Hitler continue his vio- | cated than a simple choice of “good ver-
115). frequently face decisions about various | patients to accept every treatment avail- | lent, destructive rule. Or, he could take | sus evil.” It is also much more personal,
in the courses of treatment. Sometimes pro- | able in order to keep themselves alive at | up a position in the plot against him. just because every decision is a particular
€ason posed treatments come at considerable | all costs and beyond all reason. Political assassination against one's na- | one. The precise confluence of person-
to the “cost” to the patient, This cost is not on- Patients faced with this sort of deci- | tional leader is hardly a “good.” Neither | alities and the individual histories and
f the- ly financial. It can also be a cost paid in | sion were choosing between competing | is letting an evil as profound as Hitler | needs of all involved will enter into our
theo- terms of pain or sickness, incapacity, or | goods: less suffering rather than exten- | continue. Less radical means of ridding | decision-making process, as will the con-
10 ec- even grave inconvenience, as when con- | sion of life. From their perspective, the | the world of the Nazi regime were | victions and values we seek to uphold
Yves siderable travel is required for a particu- | proposed ireatment would only prolong | deemed impossible, so for Bonhoeffer, | and the religious and other communities
er in- lar medical procedure. In cases like this, | their dying, not their living. Their choice | the responsible decision was to assumea | to which we belong.
slogy. patients choose not between good and | was to take a path that would mé&an, per- | role in the plot against Hitler. He viewed The resources that can help us as we
rance evil, but between competing goods. | haps, less suffering, rather than extra | his life situation as a “boundary situa- | deliberate about such decisions come
s him They may select a treatment that causes | days alive in unacceptable misery. Today | tion” calling for action that would ordi- | from a variéty of sources. These include
e be- less suffering or incompetence to them, | we are less likely to fix a definition of “ex- | narily be rejected. the moral teachings of our church, our
ent is even knowing that their life may actual- | traordinary means” on-a particular treat- Dramatic decisions like end of life | own past experience and reasoning, our
it for ly be shortened as a result. ment, but make decisions about even or- | medical treatments and political assassi- | friends and advisors, the social fabric of
n the * For along time, Catholic moral teach- | dinary medical protocols on the basis of | nation in Nazi Germany are hardly daily | professions and information centers that
1ent. ing promoted a distinction between “or- | the anent s overall medical condition | events. Still, they illustrate well the choic- | regularly assist us. The complicated na-
dinary and extraordinary means.” We | and life circumstance. es that really are part of daily living. | ture of moral decision-making should
used to apply these labels to individual Decisions like this have also been | Working through the situations pro- | not overwhelm us, but can actually serve
rology treatments. If a proposed treatment were | viewed as choosing between “the lesser | duced by a teenager experimenting with | to bring us into deeper relationship with
excessively demanding or statistically | of two evils.” Sometimes the only course | drugs, financial decisions surrounding | the individuals and communities that
able to provide only minimally helpful | of action open to us appears to include | the purchase of a new car, decisions | are most significant to us.
results, that procedure would be termed | options that simply cannot be seen as | about employment or relationships, of- soe
“extraordinary” and could be refused. | “good.” The choice between a more im- | ten play out in parallel fashion. Sister Schoelles is president of St.
Catholic moral teaching never required | minent death and less suffering could be Very often the choices we face con- | Bernard’s Institute.
ner, -
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rosi- erience a Catholic Mass in Mount Carmel Spiritual Centre
Gen- 7021 Stanley Avenue, Niagara Falls ON L2G 7B7
eart. , Rochester s Most Beautzful Church ~ Tel: (905) 356-4113 » Fax: (905) 358-2548
:i?;i % Gome join usin the rich tradition of an English liturgy in Email: micarmel@computan.on.ca
b 2; !nstonc SL. Michael' s Qhurch 'Worshrp amid 1 §90's stameq glass '
kY : windows, priceless rehgloqs relics, a formal choir acpompamgd bya Located with a view of the Canadian Falls and
€1t 1909 pipe organ and brass instruments. Park in a secure monitored lot the Niagara River on 30 acres with wooded 3
oth- while attending this traditional Mass of mystery and wonder. areas, open spac:z, and gardens. Located 80 §
miles from Toronto and 25 miles from Buffalo,
EVERY SUNDAY, 7 PM New York. Served by the Carmelite Friars
since 1875. Nearby are paths that wind around
f St UPCOMING EVENTS: the bluffs overlorc’:klngp the falls and leading
Fe. 28 - Asri WEDNESDAY NoON Mass through to Queen Victoria Park. The Niagara 3
— LENTEN/EAsTER Services TBA Greenhouse and Rose Garden are just below. 3
ST. MICHAELS CHURCH For program detalls see
hd < . e
869 Clinton Ave. N., Rochester, NY 14605 « 716-325-4040 Www.carmelmagara.com
Announcements Help Wanted Miscellaneous independent Living Child Care
ADOPTIONS™ The Catholic C LESSONS: keyboard, R CHILD CARE in my home -
Courier do?ss not publish ;dop- CHRISTIAN BROTHERS ACADEMY :)‘l::: c:-rgar? 0acf‘corch)c,m All @ Spencerport Echools?' Monday-
tion advertising. To obtain a list 6245 Randall Road * Syracuse, New York 13214-0604 ages welcome. Have some fun. Friday, A & B shifts. 2 aduits on
— of agencies that serve birth . . . Call Martin 716/266-6337. premises.References.
mothers and adoptive parents, PRINCIPAL: Chr.lstlan Brothe(s Academy, Syracuse, NY, N 716/429-5123.
— call 716-328-4340. Agencies is seeking an enthusiastic, exceptional High School Principal with Situations Wanted DISCO_Ver gn elggant new
wishing to-be included on this a demonstrated record-of success-for July 2001:-CBA is a thriving, . option in Retirement Moving & Hauling
] list may send information to the co-ed, college preparatory school in_the Catholic Lasallian SEEKING POSITION: Home Living. Call to schedule a
Cathalic Courier. tradition {grades 7-12) wit‘h‘an enrofiment of 740. Food Manager for convent, rec- pn‘vate showing KD Movine &
The principal will rep_on_'t to tpe President of the school, tory, group hgme. Profess- 388-7663 ISm In% &
Drug Store Br. Kevin Hargadon. Administrative staff includes Vice Principals ionally trained in Home Man- tutudl > E :,.?ngcf’in office.
¢ of Academic and Student Aﬁaifs, Finance Director, _?_ge'?l.ent' 752;)4%6%1 :qeu"mon' rochestenndependenﬂlvmg.com whﬁ::ehnh‘l moving and
Development Director and a Campus Minister. eaching. . leliveries.
@ W.A.B. DRUGS The sc:gol has approximately 80 s't)aﬁ members. =0 3573-;?{‘07;;%;; ’
The successful candldate must be a Roman Cathohc in gOOd . 23 Ardignon St. Rochester NY 14607
sunelcm.osromv SUPPLIES standing with academic qualifications in-administration, The Business Service NYDOT#Ii57
Fhane 3239470 candidate Must hold or be pursuing a SAS or SDA. GBA seeks a House for Rent HINDMAN QUICKTYPE: Legal
L . pnncupa} with a vision of 9@uca}10n for lhe'215! century, particularly documents, transcription, cor-  Painting & Wallcoverin
4358 CFUA; E?NT;O};E;SB% 19622 with attention to spirituality, academics and technology. AVAILABLE SOON!  Half o 0ndoneo paca demic ng CO' g
To be considered, forward ail credentials to duplex in southeast Rochester- 1 pers “Guaranteed confiden- AL MEYVIS, JR: Interior paint-
Mr. Dennis Owen, Chairperson, Principal Search Committee, I/Bnghton 'tl:‘order.rbCoaven!ent tial, prompt, professional, flexi-  ing. Basement walls
Help Wanted CBA, 6345 Randall Rd., Syracuse, NY 13214, l;’::":;‘o;" Thieo bodroome, i hours. Free business pick  repaired/painted. Homes win-
Deadﬁne is March 1, 2001 . ) : up, delivery, most areas. Patti  terized. Weather-stripping
CHILD CARE - ASSISTANT washer/dryar, full attic & base.  Hindman 716/352-4030. storm windows, basement win-
: DIRECTOR/program coordina-  CHILD CARE: We provide ». FOOD SERVICE WORKERS: backyard, Off-stréet parking for dows. Gutter repairs/cleaning.
: tor for Greece centar. Creative  competitive wages, medical West irondequoit SchoolS. o compact cars. Cable TV Ceiling Repair Small jobs welcome. 392-4435
position. Four-year degree in  penefits and growth opportuni-  Permanent & substitute posu- and security service available. or 323-2876.
; o acred 630 saag, Y - You provide love and leam  tlon avallatle, Contect M V. Leave message at Gro-97es  WISUIIISHELED SO Byn G wasTER PANT
> = I7g,000e @ plus. 716/381- - Garofelo 716/336-2053, for appintment to view. Water damaged, stained, poor-  ING/PAPERHANGING, _ tex.
. ly textured/swirled ceilings re-  tured ceilings, walls, ceilings
: paired, re-textured, re-painted,  fepaired, rugs shampooed.
y or made flat again. Any size  Insured,” powerwashing. Dan
% drywal/plaster wall repairs. No  Burgmaster, 716/663-0827.
T job too small, 716/392-5076.
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http://www.carmelniagara.com
rochesterindependentliving.com

