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COLUMNISTS
Moral decisions involve more than good vs. evil
I've been involved lately in a series of
conversations about how we make moral
decisions. It seems that a common interpretation of this process holds that
moral decision making involves a choice
between good and evil. In reality, however, it seems that very often moral decision making involves a choice between
two or more competing goods, or two or
more "evils."
In medical cases, we know that patients at die end stages of terminal illness
frequently face decisions about various

courses of treatment. Sometimes proposed treatments come at considerable
"cost" to the patient. This cost is not only financial. It can also be a cost paid in
terms of pain or sickness, incapacity, or
even grave inconvenience, as when considerable travel is required for a particular medical procedure. In cases like this,
patients choose not between good and
evil, but between competing goods.
They may select a treatment that causes
less suffering or incompetence to them,
even knowing that their life may actually be shortened as a result.
For a long time, Catholic moral teaching promoted a distinction between "ordinary and extraordinary means." We
used to apply these labels to individual
treatments. If a proposed treatment were
excessively d e m a n d i n g o r statistically
able to provide only minimally helpful
results, that procedure would be termed
"extraordinary" a n d could b e refused.
Catholic moral teaching never required

patients to accept every' treatment available in order to keep themselves alive at

all costs and beyond all reason.
Patients faced with this sort of decision were choosing between competing

Political assassination against one's national leader is hardly a "good." Neidier
is letting an evil as profound as Hitler

goods: less suffering rather than extension of life. From their perspective, the
proposed treatment would only prolong

continue. Less radical means of ridding
the world of the Nazi regime were
deemed impossible, so for Bonhoeffer,

their dying, not dieir living. Their choice
was to take a path that would mfe'an, perhaps, less suffering, rather than extra
days alive in unacceptable misery. Today
we are less likely to fix a definition of "extraordinary means" o n a particular treatment, but make decisions about even ordinary medical protocols on the basis of
the patient's overall medical condition
and life circumstance.
Decisions like this have also been
viewed as choosing between "the lesser
of two evils." Sometimes die only course
of action open to us appears to include
options that simply cannot be seen as
"good." T h e choice between a more imminent death and less suffering could be

die responsible decision was to assume a
role in die plot against Hider. He viewed
his life situation as a "boundary situation" calling for action that would ordinarily be rejected.
Dramatic decisions like end of life
medical treatments and political assassination in Nazi Germany are hardly daily
events. Still, diey illustrate well die choices that really are part of daily living.
Working through the situations produced by a teenager experimenting with
drugs, financial decisions surrounding
the purchase of a new car, decisions
about employment or relationships, often play out in parallel fashion.
Very often the choices we face con-

Experience a Cathdic Mass in
Rochester's Most Beautiful Church
Gome join us in therichtradition of an English liturgy in
historic St Michael's Church. Worship amid 1890's stained glass
windows, priceless religious relics, a formal choir accompanied by a
1909 pipe organ and brass instruments. Park in a secure monitored lot
while attending this traditional Mass of mystery and wonder.

EVERY SUNDAY, 7 PM
UPCOMING EVENTS:
FEB. 28 - ASH WEDNESDAY NOON MASS
LENTEN/EASTER SERVICES TBA

ST. MCHAEUS CHURCH
869 Clinton Ave. N., Rochester, NY 14605 • 716-325-4040

Announcements
ADOPTIONS" The Catholic
Courier does not publish adoption advertising. To obtain a list
of agencies' that serve birth
mothers a n d adoptive parents,
call 716-328*4340. Agencies
wishing to be included o n this
list may send information to the
Catholic Courier.

Drug Store
WJLB.MUGS
COMPLETE
SURGICAL-OSTOMY SUPPLIES
Free Delivery in Monroe County

Phoim 3 2 3 - 1 4 7 0
58 Culver fid Rochester NY 1462

FAX LINE 323-2810

Help Wanted
C H I L D C A R E ASSISTANT
DIRECTOR/program coordinator for Greece center. Creative
position. Four-year degree in
early childhood or elementary
ed required. 716/381-3649.

viewed this way. Certain political or business decisions might also be construed
in such a way.
A well-known German Lutheran pastor and theologian in Nazi Germany articulated certain decisions he made during his lifetime in this way. Dietrich
Bonhoeffer became involved in an assassination plot against Adolph Hitler.In Bonhoeffer's terms, die only choices
open to him involved evil: He could do
nothing, letting Hider continue his violent, destructive rule. Or, he could take
u p a position in die plot against him.

Help Wanted

CHRISTIAN BROTHfRS ACADEMY
6245 Randall Road • Syracuse, New York 13214-0604
PRINCIPAL: Christian Brothers Academy, Syracuse, NY,
is seeking an enthusiastic, exceptional High School Principal with
a demonstrated record of success for July 2001. CBA is a thriving,
co-6d, college preparatory school in the Catholic Lasallian
tradition (grades 7-12) with an enrollment of 740.
The principal will report to the President of the school,
Br. Kevin Hargadon. Administrative staff includes Vice Principals
of Academic and Student Affairs, Finance Director,
Development Director and a Campus Minister.
The school has approximately 80 staff members.
The successful candidate must be a Roman Catholic in good
standing with academic qualifications in administration. The
candidate must hold or be pursuing a SAS or S D A CBA seeks a
principal with a vision of education for the 21st century, particularly
with attention to spirituality, academics and technology.
To be considered, forward all credentials t o
Mr. Dennis Owen, Chairperson, Principal Search Committee,
CBA, 6345 Randall Rd., Syracuse, NY 13214.
Deadline is March 1, 2001
C H I L D C A R E : W e provide
competitive w a g e s , medical
benefits and growth opportunity. You provide love and learning. Degree a plus. 716/3813649.

F O O D SERVICE WORKERS:
W e s t trondequoit Schools.
Permanent 6V substitute positions available. Contact Mr. V.
Garofak) 716/336-2953.

front us with the task of weighing the
goods and harms that will potentially result from our actions. Consideration of
the actions open to us, the intentions
with which we approach the decision,
and the circumstances involved all contribute to the eventual course of action
that we will undertake. Because every
moral decision is a decision in a very
unique and particular situation, the
framework is often much more complicated than a simple choice of "good versus evil." It is also much more personal,
just because every decision is a particular
one. T h e precise confluence of personalities and the individual histories and
needs of all involved will enter into our
decision-making process, as will die convictions and values we seek to uphold
and the religious and other communities
to which we belong.
The resources that can help us as we
deliberate about such decisions come
from a variety of sources. These include
the moral teachings of our church, our
own past experience and reasoning, our
friends and advisors, die social fabric of
professions and information centers that
regularly assist us. The complicated nature of moral decision-making should
not overwhelm us, but can actually serve
to bring us into deeper relationship with
the individuals and communities that
are most significant to us.
Sister Schoelles is president
Bernard's Institute.

of St.

Mount Carmel Spiritual Centre

Wl

7021 Stanley Avenue, Niagara Falls ON L2G 7B7
Tel: (905) 356-4113 • Fax: (905) 358-2548
Email: mtcarmel@computan.on.ca

Located with a view of the Canadian Falls and
the Niagara River on 30 acres with wooded
areas, open spaces, and gardens. Located 80
miles from Toronto and 25 miles from Buffalo,
New York. Served by the Carmelite Friars
since 1875. Nearby are paths that wind around
the bluffs overlooking the falls and leading

through to Queen Victoria Park. The Niagara
Greenhouse and Rose Garden are just below.

For program details see

www.carmelniagara.com

Miscellaneous

Independent Living

MUSIC LESSONS: keyboard,
piano, organ, accordion. All
ages welcome. Have some fun.
. Call Martin 716/266-6337.

Situations Wanted
SEEKING POSITION: Home
Food Manager for convent, rectory, group home. Professionally trained in Home Management, Food & Nutrition,
Teaching. 716/426-0116.

Discover an elegant new
option in Retirement
Living. Call to schedule a
private showing
388-7663
rochesterindependentliving.com

Child Care
CHILD C A R E in my home Spencerport schools. MondayFriday, A & B shifts. 2 adults on
premises. References.
716/429-5123.

Moving & Hauling
R-D Moving &
Storage, Inc.
Experience in office.
Unmelinlri moving awl
deliveries.
BiemSmntL Wr tin lltrm AW

473*610/473-1357
23 Arlington Si. Rofliescer NY 140*17
NYIX>T«Wi57

House for Rent
AVAILABLE SOONI
Half
duplex in southeast Rochester/Brighton border. Convenient
location with nearby shopping,
bus stop. Three bedrooms,
washer/dryer, full attic & basement, enclosed porch, fenced
backyard. Off-street parking for
two compact cars. Cable TV
and security service available.
Leave message at 670-9799
for. appointment to view.

Kids'Answeis from page 9:
1. Malachi,Z Joshua, 3. Paul, 4. Minoa, 5. mean. 6. new Bethlehem, 7. piano

HINDMAN QUICKTYPE: Legal
documents, transcription, correspondence,
academic
papers. Guaranteed confidential, prompt, professional, flexible hours. Free business pick
up, delivery, most areas. Patti
Hindman 716/352-4030.

Ceiling Repair
TEXTURED/SWIRLED C E I L INGS: 9' x 12' ceiling only $59!
Water damaged, stained, poorly textured/swirled ceilings repaired, re-textured, re-painted,
or made flat again. Any size
drywafl/plaster wall repairs. No
job too small. 7167392-5076.

Painting & Wallcovering
AL MEYVIS, JR: Interior painting.
Basement
walls
repaired/painted. Homes winterized.
Weather-stripping
storm windows, basement windows. Gutter repairs/cleaning.
Small jobs welcome. 392-4435
or 323-2876.
B U R G - M A S T E R PAINTING/PAPERHANGING, textured ceilings, walls, ceilings
repaired, rugs shampooed.
Insured," powerwashing. Dan
Burgmaster, 716/663-0827.

