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Volunteer saves babies
by caring for mothers

By Lisa Benoit
Catholic News Service

PEARIL CITY. Hawaii — Four teens slip
through the door of the Problem Preg-
nancy Center in Pearl City at 2:15 p.m,,
nunutes before the end of Geri Canubida’s
watch.

She had been expecting them. After 23
vears on the job, she knew she would see
the voung face behind the anonymous
phone call made an hour earlier asking the
center's closing time.

The retired Catholic schoolteacher, a na-
tive of Brooklyn, NY., spends Wednesday
afternoons helping young woinen make the
most critical decision of their lives — de-
termining the fate of their unborn child.

“These girls are so frightened — you just
feel for them,” said Canubida, who herself
has been battling for her own life, against
cancer, for eight years. "And so we are
there. The most important thing is that we
provide a Christlike aumosphere for these
girls to come to.”

Canubida, a member of Our Lady of Per-
petual Help Parish in Ewa Beach on Oahu,
first began counseling pregnant wormen in
1977.

At the beginning, she said, “I was so fo-
cused on the baby that I wasn't even look-
ing at the girl. And | was getting angrier
and angrier that people would choose to
do that (have an abortion). I felt like it was-
n't working.”

In the early 1980s, Canubida decided to
quit volunteering. One Saturday, while dri-
ving her car to the pregnancy center, a
warning light flashed on the dashboard of
her car. She stopped at a gas station for
help. Recognizing her, the mechanic asked
her if she still “did that work.”

Unsure of how he knew her, she asked
him what he meant. He said he was now
married and that his wife had given birth to
a boy. Canubida had helped the couple.

“I went flving out of there and I felt like

the Lord was telling me to stay,” she re-
called in an interview with the Hawaii
Catholic Herald, newspaper of the Honolu-
lu Diocese.

A little while later, she read a book that
changed her approach to those she coun-
seled — Silent Holocaust by Jesuit Father
John Powell. Canubida said that at the end
of the book, a pregnant girl walks out of
the priest’s office and asks him, “I know’
you love the baby, but do you love me, too?”

“In this book he shares that these women
are the victims of abortion and we need to
concentrate on them,” she said. “If we don't
show them Christ, then we haven't done
anything.”

Canubida said that the age range of girls
who typically come to the center is 15 to 21
years old, but she has had women as young
as 14 and as old as 45.

The girls are identified on the center’s
medical client cards by first name only and
date of birth.

During a visit, Canubida first gives the
girl a pregnancy test. While awaiting the re-
sults, she shows them an informational
video, and afterward counsels the girl and
any friends who may have accompanied
her.

With the girl’s permission, she asks three
questions: “What does being pregnant
mean to you?” “What is an abortion?” “Is
abortion morally right to you?”

Canubida said that regardless of their
history, she also stresses chastity to those
she counsels and tries to help them see why
they should save sex for marriage.

To those who learn they are pregnant,
Canubida says: “Congratulations. You
might think that is awful, but I believe that
baby is a gift from God and there is a rea-
son for everything.”

She also tells them “that they can handle
it” along with the fear that their parents will
be angry.

Her hour or two with-a girl is the only
chance she has to help her through her
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Geri Canubida, a volunteer at the Pregnancy Problem Center in Pearl. City,
Hawali, has spent 23 years counseling women In crisis pregnancy sltuatl_p‘n‘s.

trauma.

“You really never know (what they'll do).
It's in the Lord’s hands,” she said. “You do
the best you can and leave it up to him.
When I come home and when I go to Mass,

I pray for the girls I saw.”
For those who choose abortion, the ex-

perience will not be easily forgotten, noted
Canubida, who has counseled many
women suffering trauma in the aftermath
of abortion. She added that the biggest sur-
prise in counseling pregnant teens is the
number of mothers who urge their daugh-
ters to have abortions.
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There are elderly people in our community who are having
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