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empower and expand the work of faith-
hased and other community organiza-
tions.”

Its responsibilities would include mobi-
lizing public support for faith-based ini-
tiatives; encouraging private charitable
giving to such efforts; eliminating
“unnecessary legislative, regulatory and
other bureaucratic barriersithat impede
ctfective faith-based and othér communi-
v efforts to solve social problems”; and
ensure the organizations meet “high stan-
dards of excellence and accountability.”

The offices would be established in the
deparunents of Justice, Education, Labor,
Health and Human Services and
Housing and Urban Development. HUD
has actually had a Center for Community
and Interfaith Partnerships since 1997,
Until he was required to resign his politi-
cal appoinunent with the arrival of the
new administration earlier in January, it
was headed by Jesuit Father Joe Hacala.

“This is a collection of some of the finest
America has got to offer,” said Bush of his
audience, “people who lead with their
hearts and, in turn, have changed the corm
inunities in which they live for the better.
I'his meeting is a picture of the strength
and diversity and compassion of our coun-

try.”

Bishops, nuns and directors of Catholic
charitable programs large and small met
with Bush Jan. 31. The session at the Old
Executive Office Building was one of a se-
ries Bush was holding to hear ideas and
build support for his plan to encourage
charitable giving and make it easier for
faith-based institutions 1o get federal fund-
ing for their social service programs.

The meeting was closed to the press ex-
cept for a brief statement by Bush, but af-
terward several of the participants de-
scribed it as very encouraging.

“We listened o him and he listened o
us,” said Cardinal-designate Edward M.
Egan. archbishop of New York. “The meet-
ing was a dialogue, a conversation. The
president is anxious to include everyone
serving those who are in need.”

He said he came away with the impres-
sion that Bush is anxious to “make it possi-
ble for all groups that are committed to
helping those who are in need have a
chance to have what he calls ‘a level playing
field." He wants to see to it that no com-
munity group, no faith-based group is left
out or excluded from support from the gov-
ernment in order to serve the needy.”

Meanwhile, leaders of the People for the
American Way and of Americans United
for Separation of Church and State have
warned that Bush’s proposal holds dangers
both for the government and for religious
groups that accept its funding.

“Once churches, temples, mosques and
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synagogues are being financed by the pub-
lic, some of their freedom will be placed in
jeopardy by the almost-certain regulation
to follow,” said the Rev. Barry Lynn, exec-
utive director of American United, and a
United Church of Christ minister.

Tom Chabolla, director of the Los An-
geles Archdiocesan Office of Justice and
Peace, said while the initiative recognizes
the work that faith-based organizations do,
he is apprehensive about it being used as a

. way to “lessen the commitment the federal

government has to providing basic safety
nets,” he told The Tidings, the newspaper
of the archdiocese.

Denver Archbishop Charles J. Chaput
Jnoted that two of the pillars of Catholic so-
cial teaching are commitment to the digni-
ty of the individual and commitment to the
common good. In the way government re-
sponds now to social needs, those two prin-
ciples “never really clicked,” he said.

But the archbishop said that he can see
how both those principles may be linked
with more of a partnership between faith-
based organizations and the government.

“There’s a natural fit between what Pres-
ident Bush is proposing and what we do in
many of our Catholic social service agen-
cies,” he said.

Bishop Joseph A. Fiorenza, president of
the National Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops, and other religious leaders met with
Bush Dec. 20, and said later that Bush
“wants to bring people together.”

The bishop said he believed the Catholic
Church, for one, had great experience help-
ing the nation’s poor, particularly through
the work of such agencies as Catholic Char-
ities. The church’s experience could be uti-
lized by the Bush administration and
church officials look forward to such col-
laboration, he said.

In the Rochester Diocese, the majority

—of funding for Catholic Charities’ Catholic

Family Center already comes from the gov-
ernment, noted Rita Augustine, the cen-
ter’s executive vice president.

“We're not sure whether we will have the
opportunity to do more because of what
President Bush has done,” she said. But the
professional  certifications,
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whether for drug treatment or child welfare
services, have positioned it well in the past
10 receive government grants, she noted.

Jack Balinsky, director of Rochester
diocesan Catholic Charities, said more
would be known when the federal budget
is announced.

“I think it's unclear at this point if even
Catholic Charities or Catholic Family Cen-
ter could get additional funding,” he said.

In his public comments at the meeting,
Bush said he has been impressed “by not
only the quality of leadership of the men
and women who make up the great
strength of the Catholic hierarchy, but also
the unwavering commitment to the poor
and to the disadvan and to those who
are unable to defend themselves.”

That kind of compassion, drawn from
love, can't be created by the government,
he said. “But what government can do is

fund and welcome programs whose sole in- -

tent is to change lives in a positive way.”
Mother Agnes Mary Donovan, superior
general of the Sisters of Life, said she came
away impressed with the president’s un-
derstanding of the need for a nonbureau-
cratic approach to social services. '
“The way in which the president spoke of
the needs of those in distress displayed a
tremendous sensitivity and an understand-
ing of the dignity ... and the love that
should be given to all,” she said. Her New

York-based order of 40 sisters provides a

home for pregnant women.

She said the Sisters of Life are not inter-
ested in getting federal funding for their
work because of the strings that might
come with the money. But she does see her
order benefiting from the tax benefits
Bush has proposed — allowing taxpayers
who don'’t itemize to take deductions for
contributions to charities.

In addition to Cardinal-designate Egan
and Archbishop Chaput, Miami Archbish-
op John C. Favalora and Bishop Paul S.
Loverde of Arlington, Va,, attended the Jan.
31 meeting.

Archbishop Favalora said it was Bush,
rather than the Catholic charity represen-
tatives in the room, who raised the criticism
his proposal has received from those who
fear it would bring inappropriate entangle-
ment of religion and the government.

“He believes it is not going to be a major
issue,” Archbishop Favalora said. “The
point is simply not to allow proselytizing.”

He also was pleased that Bush and his
staff members seemed to understand char-
ities will not be able 1o take on all the re-
sponsibilities of providing social services.

“This is not to say the churches should
do all of this instead of the government ...
religious groups cannot do all of it,” Arch-
bishop Favalora said. :

Capuchin Brother Bob Smith, president
of the 510-student Messmer High School
in Milwaukee, said his first concern about
the faith-based initiative is that the country

get past the discussion about whether

churches should have that kind of collabo-
ration with the government.

“My first concern is that we stop apolo-
gizing for being a nation of believers,
whether that be Catholicism or Muslim or
Jewish,” Brother Smith said. * )

“For the last 40 years we've been cower-
ing and always apologizing when we talk
about religion and I think it’s important for
the president — and he’s done it masterful-
ly — to say we’re not going to apologize any-
more and we’re not going to create some-
thing special,” he said. “We’re simply saying
we want the religious organizations to be
partners in the revitalization of this coun-

Brother Smith also wants to see Bush’s
plans for education programs and for his
faith-based initiative be part of a compre-
hensive approach to the nation’s problems.

“There’s no way any of these pieces will
work unless you look at the whole,” hie said.

Father Val Peter, executive director of
Girls and Boys Town in Nebraska, said he

. felt his concerns about faith-based initia-

tives were heard and understood by the ad-
ministration. Besides their time with Bush,
the group also had a discussion with three
Cabinet members and John Dilulio, the di-
rector of the new White House Office of
Faith-Based and Community Initiatives.

Father Peter went into the meeting want-
ing to be sure the initiative requires quali-
ty programs, with good, demonstrable out-
comes and accountability.

“Otherwise, it’s just a bunch of pious do-
gooders,” he said.

In an earlier interview, he noted that col-
laboration between the government and
faith-based organizations is nothing new,
and actually dates back to the beginnings of
the nation, when churches established hos-
pitals, orphanages and settlement houses.

But in the last few decades the pendu-
lum has swung away from the government
encouraging collaboration with church-
based organizations, and in favor of secular
entities, he said, adding that he welcomed
a swing back in the other direction.

Ken Hackett, executive director of
Catholic Relief Services, a veteran of col-
laboration with the government in funding
relief programs, said he sees several indi-
cations that might mean significant im-

" provement for agencies such as CRS.

“There’s change in the mind-set,” he
said. “Over the last 15 years there’s been a
movement in international relief toward
more private contractors, competing with
private, voluntary organizations.”

Now, it sounds as though Bush wants to
move away from contracting relief work to
agencies that don't have the kind of links to
everyday Americans that CRS does, Hack-
ett said.

“When you move through contractors
you lose that ‘constituent’ link,” he said.
“When it's through church organizations,
you keep the link. That direct exhibition of

American compassion is imponant."

Announcements

Help Wanted

Situations Wanted

Business Service

ADOPTIONS The Catholic
Courier does not publish adop-
tion advertising. To obtain a list
of agencies that serve birth
mothers and adoptive parents,
call 716-328-4340. Agencies
wishing to be inciuded on this
list may send information to the
Catholic Courier.

Business Opportunity

PUT YOUR COMPUTER TO
WORK. $25 to $75.Call 1-888-
746-3670 or
www.edailycash.com/1958

Drug Store

W.A.B. DRUGS

COMPLETE
SURGICAL-OSTOMY SUPPLIES

Free Delivery n Monroe County
Phone 323-1470

4358 Culver Rd Rochester NY 14622
FAX LINE 323-2810
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CHILD CARE ASSISTANT
DIRECTOR/program coordina-
tor for Greece center. Creative
position. Four-year degree in
early childhood or elementary
ed required. 716/381-3649.

SEEKING POSITION: Home
Food Manager for convent, rec-
tory, group home. Profess-
ionally trained in Home Man-
agement, Food & Nutrition,
Teaching. 716/426-0116.

CHILD CARE: We provide
competitive wages, medical
benefits and growth opportuni-
ty. You provide love and leamn-
ing. Degree a plus. 716/381-
3649.

FOOD SERVICE WORKERS:
West Irondequoit Schools.
Permanent & substitute posi-
tions available. Contact Mr. V.
Garofalo 716/336-2953.

Miscellaneous

MUSIC LESSONS: keyboard,
piano, organ, accordion. All
ages welcome. Have some fun.
Call Martin 716/266-6337.
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HINDMAN QUICKTYPE: Legal
documents, transcription, cor-
respondence, academic
papers. Guaranteed confiden-
tial, prompt, professional, flexi-
ble hours. Free business pick
up, delivery, most areas. Patti
Hindman 716/352-4030.

Bij; arﬁnmll. We do them All!
473.6610/4734357

23 Artington St. Rochester NY 14607
| NYDOT#9657

Ceiling Repair

- House for Rent

AVAILABLE SOON!  Haif
duplex in southeast Rochester-
/Brighton border. Convenient
location with nearby shopping,
bus stop. Three bedrooms,
washer/dryer, full attic & base-
ment, enclosed porch, fenced
backyard. Off-street parking for
two compact cars. Cable TV
and security service available.
Leave message at 670-9799
for appointment to view.

TEXTURED/SWIRLED CEIL-
INGS: 9’ x 12’ ceifing only $59!
Water damaged, stained, poor-
ly textured/swirled ceilings re-
paired, re-textured, re-painted,
or made flat again. Any size
drywall/plaster wall repairs. No
job too small. 716/392-5076.

Child Care

CHILD CARE in my home -
Spencerport schools. Monday-
Friday, A & B shifts. 2 adults on
premises.References.
716/429-5123,
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Painting & Wallcovering

AL MEYVIS, JR: Interior paint-
ing. Basement walls
repaired/painted. Homes win-
terized. Weather-stripping
storm windows, basement win-
dows. Gutter repairs/cleaning.
Small jobs welcome. 392-4435
or 323-2876.

BURG-MASTER PAINT-
ING/PAPERHANGING, tex-
tured ceilings, walls, ceilings
repaired, rugs shampooed.
Insured, powerwashing. Dan
Burgmaster, 716/663-0827.
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