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A CLASS ACT ON AND I 
THE FOOTBALL FIELD 

It took Cory Kilpatrick three years 
of playing soccer—perhaps a bit 
too forcefully—to realize he was 

a bom football player. 
"I kept getting yellow (warning) 

and red (ejection) cards. I was 
always leaning into people," said 
Cory, explaining that the soccer 
officials discouraged heavy physical 
contact "So my dad said I should 
play football." 

Good move, Cory. 
The 18-year-old senior recently fin

ished his high-school career as 
Elmira Notre Dame's all-time leading 
tackier, with 353 tackles over four 
years. Playing on the offensive and 
defensive lines, Cory's 
accomplishments have netted him 
lofty praise from his head coach, 
Mike D'Aloisio. 

"He's prpbably the best two-way 
lineman we've ever had," D'Aloisio 
said of his 6-foot-1-inch, 250-pound 
star. 

Cory is highly recognized around 
the state as well, attaining Class C 
All-State first team honors as a 
senior after making the All-State sec
ond team in 1999. Another deeply 
significant honor came in December, 
when Cory was named recipient of 
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the Ernie Davis Award for an 
unprecedented second straight year. 

The award, sponsored by the Twin 
Tiers Sports Boosters and the Elmira 
Star-Gazette newspaper, recognizes 
the player among the five Elmira-
area high schools who best 
combines football feats with 
exemplary behavior. It's named after 
the Elmira native who won college's 
1961 Heisman Trophy while playing 
for Syracuse University. Just two 
years later, Ernie Davis died of 
leukemia at age 23. 

When Cory received his first Ernie 
Davis Award, he was only the second 
junior to ever be so noted in the 
award's 38-year history. Winning it a 
second time came as a surprise, 
Cory remarked, because his play 
was slowed by an ankle injury this 
past season. 

"I wasn't really sure. I missed one . 
game and was less than 85 percent 
in some others," he said. 

Cory has racked up his two Ernie 
Davis Awards despite the fact he 
doesn't play a high-profile position 
such as quarterback, running back 
or receiver. 

"He just dominated his position 
both offensively and defensively so 
much, that it was hard to overlook 
him," D'Aloisio said. 

Cory is proud of being a lineman, 
saying that people who excel at 
those positions often go unnoticed. 
"I'm not trying to blow my own horn. 
(But) the team wouldn't go anywhere 
without the line," he remarked. 

Cory joined the Notre Dame varsity 
as a freshman. During the three 
years he started, the Crusaders post
ed a cumulative 28-5 record (12-1,8-
2 and 8-2), despite often playing 
schools with larger enrollments. One 
of Cory's career highlights, he said, 
waS reaching the state Class C title 
game his sophomore year. 

Cory said that being a part of the 

strong Notre Dame tradition helped 
him raise his own level of play. 
There 's great coaches and athletes 
here, people who want to work 
hard," he said. "People are always in 
the weight room and running; they 
know there's high expectations." 

Cory is the only child of Karen and 
Rick Kilpatrick. He has been a three-
sport athlete during most of his time 
at Notre Dame, but took the 
basketball season off to pursue 
college options. He plans to play 
baseball this spring and is hitting the 
weight room five days per week. 

Cory will focus on football at 
Colgate University next year. He was 
due to sign his official letter of intent 
to Colgate on Feb. 7, and expects to 
play on the defensive line for the Divi
sion l-AA Red Raider program. Cory, 
who carries an 89 average in 
classroom, said he would like to 
major in history at Colgate and 
eventually attend dental school in the 
hope of becoming an orthodontist 

Along with his athletic exploits, 
Cory was named a Hands of Christ 
recipient by the Diocese of 
Rochester this past fall for his 
service efforts at S t Casimir Church 
in Elmira, where his family attends. 
Cory said his faith is also important in 
his athletics, noting that the Notre 
Dame football team prays before 
games and after practices. 

"It's carried over to the football 
field a couple of times," he said. "In 
my junior year, two (Notre Dame) 
players were taken off the field on 
stretchers and we all knelt down and 
said an Our Father for them." 

As he goes off to bigger and better 
things, Cory will carry warm 
memories of his high school. "Notre 
Dame is more like a family. You know 
everybody by name," he said. 

D'Aloisio predicts many future suc
cesses for Cory, saying that his 
"dignity and class, both on and off 
the field" will carry him a long way. 

"He's an outstanding football 
player, but more importantly, a great 
person," D'Aloisio remarked. 

COMING NEXT WEEK: 

On the Move in retro 


