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How to prepare schoolchildren for tomorrow
Thinking about educating children for a
new century and a new millennium is
daunting, to say the least. Research has
indicated that 70 percent of the "knowledge" currently taught in our high schools
will be obsolete within five years. How then
do schools prepare students to be contributing adult members of their community when many of the jobs they will be
doing do not yet exist? What do we teach?
And how do we teach it?
Catholic schools have always been effective in developing in children an inner discipline and the ability to become self-learners. Focusing on "the basics," Catholic
schools produce students who are committed to their faith, optimistic about the
future, demonstrate sincere concern for
those less fortunate, and actively dedicated
to being of service to others. Secondly, we
strive to instill the concept that faith formation and learning are lifelong propositions.
So what is our curriculum for the 21st century? Simply, faith, values and excellence.
Catholic schools have always been identified as an important ministry of the
church. This was reinforced most recently
by our diocesan Synod, which named lifelong faith formation as our top priority.
Our schools have always enjoyed remarkable levels of support from three key
groups: pastors, donors and teachers.
Because tuition covers only a portion of
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the actual cost of Catholic education, the
financial support of parishes and the generosity of individual donors is essential.
Please know of our unending gratitude for
this commitment. In addition, our schools
enjoy the support of hundreds of volunteers who share and support our work.
In recent years, our schools have been
the recipients of some remarkable gifts
from individuals who believe in the ministry of Catholic education. The staggering
generosity of Robert and Peggy Wegman in
supporting our inner-city schools, and gifts
of $15 million and $400,000 made by
anonymous donors within the past 10
months are examples of people who know
the difference Catholic schools made in
their lives and want to offer that opportunity to others.
Often overlooked in any discussion of
those who subsidize* Catholic education are

die teachers who share their faith and gifts
with children, and produce the wonderful
results we see year after year. Currently, our
teachers make about 60 percent of what
they could make in a local public school.
That most stay with us is a testament to
their dedication and understanding that
their work is a ministry as well as a profession. While we will never be able to pay
them what they deserve, we are actively trying to find new and creative ways to
demonstrate our appreciation for all that
they do.
In turn, Catholic schools actively seek
out ways in which they can be a positive
presence in their parishes and community.
Recent elementary school outreach projects
have included clothing drives, food drives,
writing greeting cards for senior citizens,
and fundraising for Habitat for Humanity.
Developing a world view that is driven by
Gospel values and church social teachings
is the most effective way to prepare children for aduldiood in a world we can't yet
foresee.
We have every right to be proud of our
schools and the students they produce.
Catholic schools are our investment in and
our gift to the future. Happy Catholic
Schools Week!
• • •

Dwyer is superintendent of schools for the
Diocese of Rochester.
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he French call it joie de vivre, or love of life.
That ability to approach life joyfully and
fully appreciate all that each day has to offer.
Every day, residents of Chapel Oaks, Rochester's
newest and finest rental retirement community,
are finding the joy of retirement living. Once
you've experienced life at Chapel Oaks, you may
find yourself falling in love with the true joy of
living all over again.

is

what

retirement should be."
-Fred and Margaret Spangler

f all in love with the tradition of St. Ann's of
JL Greater Rochester, Inc., who for 125 years has
provided senior adults with a truly fulfilling
retirement lifestyle. The location of being
perfectly situated on 14 beautiful, secluded acres
of the St. Ann's campus and just minutes away
from Rochester's finest shopping, entertainment
and cultural activities. The independence to
continue an active life style without routine
maintenance and tiresome daily chores. The value
of a rental concept with no entrance fee, which
makes Chapel Oaks Rochester's most affordable
retirement living options. The convenience of
exceptional services and amenities, and the

spacious one- and two-bedroom apartment homes.
Or, fall in love with the security and peace of mind
that comes from having priority access to a full
continuum of health care services right on the St.
Ann's campus.
l^Jetirement is your time to seize the day and
J. V life to its fullest; to experience your
"joie de vivre." Please call ( 7 1 6 ) 3 4 2 - 3 0 5 2
for more information about Chapel Oaks
or to arrange your personal tour. Once
you see all that w e have to offer, y o u may
just find yourself falling in love with the
true joy of living all over again!
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