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New day has dawned for lay ministry 
I enjoyed my Sunday visit to St. 

NjVlargaret Mary Parish, Irondequoit. The 
community was hospitable. They celebrat­
ed with spirit, and participation was out­
standing. I noted especially their inclu­
sion of their young people in liturgical 
ministries. 

One young girl, Kelly Bates, debuted as 
cantor and leader of the community's 
song. I never had a chance to ask her if 
she was nervous about being cantor. If she 
was, it did not show. To me she seemed 
peaceful and poised. Her voice was clear; 
her gestures, confident and true. 

Ii may have helped that her dad was 
lector at the same liturgy. And that her 
mother and siblings were in the first row 
quietly, but obviously, cheering her on. I 
tried to put myself in her dad's shoes dur­
ing the liturgy. I can only imagine the joy 
the moment held for him, or the memo­
ries it evoked of Kelly's life and growth. 

When I entered the church before 
Mass, one of the kids greeted me and 
offered me worship materials for the day. 
Later on, a small team from the same 
generation passed down the aisles to take 
up the Sunday offering. 

They impressed me in their manner 
and their method, and made me very 
happy that in our diocese we are commit­
ted to encouraging this kind of participa­
tion by our young people. I thank the kids 

along 
the way 

for their excellent service and the parish 
for encouraging it. 

To those who trained these boys and 
girls, I extend a special gratitude. The 
confidence and poise of the young ones — 
and the quality of their ministry — testify 
to the respect and care that so many 
invested in their training. 

Nancy DeRycke has had much to do 
with that..Nancy is serving as the tempo*' 
rary pastoral administrator of St. Mar­
garet Mary until we make a new round of. 
pastoral assignments during the month of 
June. Nancy is a lay persoriUvho is well -
trained in theology and ministry. 

Her commitment on behalf of our peo­
ple is a gift to the church. Nancy and a 
growing number of her sisters and broth­
ers in the same ministry are providing 
pastoral leadership in parishes to which, 
for a time at least, we cannot assign a full-
time priest. In the short run their number 

will increase. In the longer run, I hope 
that we will have a full number of priests 
and still enjoy a wealth of people like 
Nancy to serve the pastoral needs of the 
people of our diocese in such critical 
areas as catechetics, youth and young 
adult ministry, care of the sick, social 
ministry, etc. 

When I was a boy, I never imagined 
that there would come a day when Kelly 
would lead the congregational song at 
Mass or that her dad would proclaim the 
Scripture in the English language at the 
same celebration. It thrills me that that 
day has come. 

When I was a boy, I never thought.that 
we would not have at least one residential 
priest for very parish. Nor did I ever 
imagine that we would know the blessings 
of such, a group of ecclesial lay ministers 

:as we .experience in our diocese. I wish 
the former was not true; but I rejoice that 
the second is the case. 

My friends, we live in exciting times. . 
There is much to think about, much to . 
learn and many adaptations we must 
make. Some of these things I would 
choose. Some I would not. About all of 
them I am confident. Why? Because of 
people like Nancy and Patrick and Kelly 
and the wonderful little ones who collect­
ed the offering on Sunday. 

Peace to all. 

We were there before causes became causes. 

For more than 50 years, the Advertising 

Council of Rochester has been at the 

forefront of causes that impact our 

community ... AIDS, Breast Cancer, 

Mental Illness, Disabilities, Volunteerism, 

Literacy, Abuse, Rape, Elder Care and 

much, much more. We work with non­

profit organizations to get the word out. 

To help the people in our community 

and to make Rochester, New York a 

better place for all of us. 

We can do even more with your help. 

Call 716-232-4993 today. 

AD COUNCIL 
ROCHESTER 

Powerful Connections 
Only In Ructmlw. For Rochester. 

We are grateful to Catalyst Direct for making this ad possible. Media space donated to the Ad-Council asra public service of this publication. 

Child's Play Touring Theatre 
"DO THE WRITE WING - ITS UP TO YOU!" 

Saturday, February 17 
2:00 p.m. 
General Admission Tickets $9 

Child's Play from Chicago performs 

works written by children that address 

problems in their personal 
Sponsored by ' 

jfijj^_ and family lives. The 
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results are inspiring and 

fun. For ages 4 and up. 
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Nazareth College 
Arts Center 

The Callahan Theater. 4245 East Avenue • Rochester, NY 14618-3790 
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A brochure and maH-in registration form 
may be obtained by visiting or calling 

the Office of Part-Time Enroutnent 
Services at (716) 389-2050 

or by visiting our 
website at www.naz.edu 
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Nazareth College 
4245 East Avenue, Rochester, NY 14618 • (716)389-2050 
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