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Pray for our priests9 well-being 
It's the night of January 1, 2001. As I 

am sure is' the case with many of you 
today, I have been thinking about the 
coming year — what it will hold for all. 
of us, what we would like to achieve, 
what life will look like on this date in 
2002. 

Among the themes that emerged in 
my musings, today was the state of the 
priesthood in our diocese. That issue is 
always on my mind. But it is especially 
so this evening because our Presbyteral 
Council meets tomorrow afternoon, and 
we will spend some of our time dis
cussing the present situation. 

That discussion will become one more 
step in our preparation for our annual 
priests' convocation, which will take 
place shortly after Easter. Our hope is to 
determine our strong points and to rec
ognize the things we have to improve. 
We want to do all that we reasonably can 
to help our priests serve their communi
ties in their usual generous manner. No 
less do we want them to remain healthy 
and to grow in their own humanity as 
they minister to others. 

My concern is not just that the num
ber of our ordained priests is diminish
ing and that they are growing older and 
facing health problems related to the 
aging process. I am concerned addition
ally about their increasing workload and 

along 
the way 

B Y B I S H O P M A T T H E W H . C L A R K 

the high, sometimes conflicting, expec
tations that are a part of their daily 
experience. 

There are no easy solutions to all of 
this. But there are several ways in which 
we can work for improvement. For 
example, we can help our priests to 
learn new skills as are required by 
changing circumstances. We can hire 
qualified lay ministers to offer needed 
pastoral service to our communities. We 
can remind our priests that they cannot 
do the same amount of work that was 
once done by two or three priests. We 
can encourage them further to take 
good care of themselves — to eat proper
ly; to get sufficient rest; to take time for 
retreat, vacation, recreation, prayer, life-
giving relationships and intellectual 
development. I hope that all of us will 
continue to think about these things 
and to offer the kind of encouragement 
I suggest. 

I want also to ask you to think about 
the priest who ministers to you and your 
loved ones. Do you have a good sense of 
the range of his responsibilities, the 
pressures on him, the state of his health, 
his level of self-confidence, and of ways 
in which you and your parish community 
could ease his burdens? 

To put those questions to you in sum
mary form: In this day and age, what 
can a parish community reasonably 
expect of a parish priest while respect
ing his very real human needs? 

I think that a part of our common 
responsibility is to answer questions like 
this in a well-informed and thoughtful 
manner. Our Presbyteral Council will be 
doing some of that work tomorrow and 
will continue it in preparation for our 
convocation. In the meantime, I hope 
that you will be thinking about them at 
your family tables and your Parish 
Pastoral Council meetings. Such 
thought, conversation and prayer them
selves will be a great boost to our 
priests. They will also contribute to the 
long-range health of our parish commu
nities. 

I wish you every blessing for this New 
Year. With you I pray that we will know 
the Lord's grace and peace and respond 
to those gifts with loving generosity. 

Peace to all. 

STOP 

Fear. Intimidation. Physical, 
emotional and sexual abuse. 

The signs of domestic violence shouldn't be ignored — or tolerated. 

At Alternatives for Battered Women diere are people who can help. 

Who care. Who nnderstand that keeping victims safe is the first concern. 

If you need help — or want to help — call us. Help stop the hurt. 

And restore the hope. 

Call (716)232-7353 
TTY: (716)232-1741 
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You'll Find the BES 
Variety in To\ 
Nazareth 
JANUARY 20 - "SI 

one-man show 

FEBRUARY 4 - "It Ain't Nothin 
thrilling Broadway musical( 

MARCH 2 - Vaudeville TT*^'* 

MARCH 30, 31 ^*%ei1 
multi-meijj* thorn 

APRIL 6 - "The 

MAY 19 - Chuck M 

SPECIAL LECTURE: May 
To request a season brochure or for 

'ntertainment 

artist 

switbMorrie" 
Tcall 389-2170. 

Nazareth College 
Arts Center 

The Callahan Theater. 4245 East Avenue,'Rochester, NY 14618-3790 

Win Cash Prizes All Through 20011 
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Seton Catholic School 
• | Jackpot Calendar 

165 Rhinecliff Drive 
Rochester, NY 14618 

(716) 473-6604 

The 2001 Seton Catholic 
School Jackpot Calendar is a 
great way to win cash prizes all 
through 2001! It's simple, it's fun 
and it helps further the high-quality 
Catholic education children receive 
at Seton. 

Just purchase a calendar 
with a three-digit number for 
$35.00. Every day in 2001 (except 
Christmas) a winning number is 
randomly selected. It's a great gift 
for someone else, or for yourself! 

Just l II out the coupon below and enclose $35.00 for each calendar you would like. 

If your number is picked, you WINl Prizes are: 
Christmas Eve: $500.00 • Easter Sunday: $250.00 

Sunday: $100.00 • Daily:$35.00 

Yes! I'd like to purchase. 

Name 

A d d r e s s . 

City 

_Seton Jackpot Calendar(s). Enclosed is $35.00 for each calendar. 

State. ZIP PhonB 

Please return to: Seton Catholic School, 165 Rhinecliff Drive. Rochester. NY 14618. Thank you! 


