—

e e T L

L -

e =y

a
7
s

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2000 PAGE §

’ Christmas Again! by Fr. Rwhard
Lewandowsh & Michael P. Riccards; Am-
bassador Books, Inc. 32 pp., $13.95

Reviewed by Sr. Dolores Monahan, SS]
- Guest contributor

As snmple as the gquestion “Why do we
celebrate December 25th?” may seem, it

- is quite profound and cause for much re-

flection. Father Richard Lewandowski, a

_ parish priest and college chaplain, and
" Michael Riccards, president of Fitchburg
(Mass.) State College, address this ques-
tlon in. thelr easnly read chlldren s book
am

snowfall, As the snow fails, so does‘the
children’s favorite qiestiori, “How ‘many;

| days‘until December25th?” The same

question becomes a familiar echo in’ each
- of the children’shomes.

"“On the morning of December 25th
when the children awoke and found pre-
sents under the trees — gifts from a man
named ‘Santa’ — the big questions start-

1" ed to come. “Mom, why does Santa bririg

us gifts on December 25th?” “Why on De-
cember 25th?” “What's a tradition?”

As the children continued to ask, the
questions were passed from parent to par-
ent, to-teachers and to grandparents.
Adults seemed to have forgotten why peo-
ple celebrate on December 25th. They
had been so busy rushing from store to
store buying glfts, stringing lights and
putting up trees that their minds were
- simply checklists.

Still the children persisted in a way on-
ly children seem to have mastered.

When some of the children went fora
walk, they passed a neighbor’s barn and
demded to go in.“As théy neared the barn

r,ghe heard .voices..They ents
bar?ivgﬁiqmgﬂ se%%ozwas taeiﬁ
- What they saw amazed them. An owl sat
high on a rafter talkmg ‘people-talk.’ The
other animals sat very quietly and listened
as the owl told astory.” The animals knew

¥

They begin their story-with 4: daydong '

bration! The children
listened to the story of
the first Christmas.

And the little chil-
dren led them. They
went out of the barn
and shouted to the
adults, “It's Jesus’
birthday! It's Jesus’
birthday! He is the
Son of God!”

Perhaps, It's Christ-
mas Again! may not
only be a book for
children, but also for
adults who need to re-
learn how to ask and
reflect on the big
questions.

Sister Dolores Mona-
han, 88, directs retreats
in Geneva and at Notre
Dame Retreat House,
Canandaigua; teaches
. prayer classes at St
By Frrich Lewandowski Michael School,
& Michael P Riccards

Newark; does spiritual
direction and facilitates

prayer program series in
Geneva.

Hiustrations by Ratla~n HoDelisde

Spring Pllgnmage to;
March 22-30, 2001
$1395.00 Rochester ~ Medjugorje
Price includes air, accommodations,
meals and cancellation insurance.

a BEACON TRA VE
SERVICES LTD.

For information call: Beacon Travel Ph. 613-238- 8333
Father Daryl Kennedy Ph. 613-562-3298

why December 25th was such a big cele-
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BisHOP KEARNEY

wr counts !
this 9 Season,
cmmt on tuartsl

Super Quality Guaranteed :
. Unoandlrionally 1

Largest Assortment of
Splces & SOasonlngs in 0
Western New York
Stuart’'s Spices 1246 Buffalo i

Rd Rochuhr, NY 14624
1/4 mile E. of Howard Ra. !

-

Your donation supports all of our sports and extracurricular activities
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HiGH SCHOOL SPORTS BOOSTER CLUB PRESENTS:

The Stocking Stuffer That
‘Lasts All Year Long
The 2001 Sports Booster Calendar

364 Daily Winners

Great Christmas Gift Idea!

FUN to see if you’ve won everyday of 2001
Excellent ODDS 1 in 27 chances to win ®

OVER $25,000 possible to be given away throughout the year

HERE'S HOW IT WORKS: Your official calendar number is 8 four-digit number printed on
both halves of the calendar. The lower portion “tear-off” wiil then be registered In our :
Sports Booster Calendar-computer. The calendar portion will be mailed to you.

The winning four-digit numbsr will be randomly selected daily beginning January 1, 2001.
ALL PRIZE WINNERS WILL AUTOMATICALLY BE MAILED THEIR WINNINGS.

[ ™™ "Mail this coupon along with your check for $20 to:
( .. The Bishop Kearney Sports Booster Club,

i 125 Kings Highway South, Rochester, NY 14617-5596
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