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Dare yourself to dream 
The quiet woman came to the mini-

retreat I led at the youth-ministry conven
tion because, as she put it to the whole 
group, "I have been around a long time 
and I wanted to be with you to pray, share 
mv experience and hear of yours." She 
told us that she is 77 years of age. She did
n't speak much that day, not in "words any-
wav. Jusi her presence brought strength, 
encouragement and inspiration to all of 
us. I know that her thirst for growth and 
her curiosity about tomorrow excited me 
verv much They still do. 

At our marriage jubilee celebration at 
Sacred Heart Cathedral on Sunday, I con
gratulated one couple on 63 years of mar
ried life. The wife said, "63 years. Same 
guv. Same problems." Her grin was won
derful as she said it. So was his as he 
heard it. I knew that the grins said as 
much about their tomorrows as they did 
about their yesterdays. What I took from 
those great grins was the encouragement 
to find happiness in the ordinary, the 
daily and the routine of life. They were 
married the year I was born. If God 
grants me their length of days, I'd like the 
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zest for life they now possess. 
The young offer similar gifts. They 

share their dreams. One young man told 
me recently that he wants to be a profes
sional actor. A senior in high school has 
her heart set on admission to Notre Dame 
University. I root for them in my prayer 
every day, hoping that their dreams will 
be realized. 

But they know, and so do I, that there is 
no guarantee that that will happen. 
Otherwise they would not be dreams. 
Both young people work and trust, but 
they understand that they may know dis
appointment. I am always touched when 
the young allow me to be close to their 

vulnerability. They help me to be more 
comfortable with my own. 

The desert alive with flowers, the lion-
living peacefully with the lamb; paths 
made straight are all symbolic of Advent 
vision and promise. They invite us to 
express our dreams and to place them 
before the Lord in a spirit bursting with 
trust. 

That is not easy to do — too much possi
bility of disappointment. But we have John 
the Baptist and Mary and Elizabeth to 
inspire us. And we have Jesus, too. They 
were not afraid to search. They worked > 
hard. Above all they dared to dream and 
to share their dreams with others. 

Is the dream alive in people you know? 
What are the signs by which you perceive 
that life? And what about you? What 
hopes and dreams quicken your pulse, and 
spice up your life? If you have a moment, 
you might rest with those questions. If you 
are so disposed you might share your 
responses with people you trust. If you 
choose to do so, my guess is that it will be 
good for them and for you. 

Peace to all. 
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"tyor my eyes have seen your salvation ..." Luke 2:30 \ 
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THE SOCIETY OF ST. PETER APOSTLE FOR THE SUPPORT OF MISSION VOCATIONS 

Please mail coupon to: Fr. Robert C. Bradler, 
1150 Buffalo Rd., Dept. C, Rochester, NY 14624 

• Please send information on your Gift Annuity 
for the Church in the Missions today, I enclose... 

O$50 d$25. • $10 • $ (other) 
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Please remember The Society for the Propagation of the Faith 
when writing or changing your Will. l 2 / 0 ° 
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