PAGE 12 THURSDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2000

By JoE SARNICOLA

Mary woke up to find her room filled
with a bright light. Then an angel
appeared and said, “Do not be afraid,
Mary, for you have found favor with
God. Behold you will bear a son, and his
name will be Jesus. He will be great, and
he will be called the Son of the Most
High.”

Mary could not believe what the angel
was telling her. She was not yet married
to Joseph, but the angel said she was go-
ing to have a son, a son who would also
be the Son of the Most High. Then the
angel told Mary of another miraculous
birth that was to take place.

“Elzabeth, your relative, has also con-
ceived a son in her old age. Nothing will
be impossible for God.”

Elizabeth had wanted children all her
life, yet she had no sons or daughters.
Now the angel was saying that even
though Elizabeth was old, she was going
to have a baby. Mary hardly knew what
to say to the angel. “I am the handmaid
of the Lord. May it be done to me ac-
cording to your word.” Then the angel
disappeared and the first light of the
morning sun could be seen coming into
the window. Mary was so excited, she
immediately set out to visit Elizabeth in

Puzzle

Answer the questions based on
the first chapter of the Gospel
of Luke. Answers on page 8.
1. [ was king of Judea
2. [ was a priest and the husband
of Elizabeth
3 An angel told my father to give

me this name

\

4. [ was the angel who spoke to
Mary

5. God found favor with me
6.1 am the son of God |
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Judah.

When Elizabeth heard Mary’s
voice, she felt the child she was
carrying leap for joy. Then she be-
came filled with the Holy Spirit
and said, “Most blessed are you
among women, and blessed is
the fruit of your womb. And how
does this happen to me, that the
mother of my Lord should come
to me?” The two women hugged
each other.

Then Mary said, “My soul pro-
claims the greatness of the Lord;
my spirit rejoices in God my sav-
ior. The mighty one has done
great things for me, and holy is
his name. He has helped Israel
his servant, remembering his mercy ac-
cording to his promise to our fathers, to
Abraham and to his descendants forev-
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er.

Three months later, Mary returned to
her home. And Elizabeth had her baby, a
son. When everyone wondered what the
child’s name would be, Zechariah, Eliza-
beth’s husband, wrote on a tablet, “Jchn
is his name.” Then he said to the boy,
“And you, child, will be called prophet of
the Most High, for you will go before the
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Lord to prepare his ways.”

READ MORE ABOUT IT:
Luke 1

Q&A

1. What was the angel’s message to

Mary?
2. What happened when Elizabeth
heard Mary’s voice?

Send your essay —

ing issue of Kids' Chronicle.

way with Jesus.

Kids’ Club

You can win a $50 savings bond by writing an essay (100 or fewer

words) answering this question:

If Jesus had just been born in your hometown, what gift would

you bring to him, and why?

including name, home address, telephone num-
ber, school and grade — to Catholic Courier, P.O. Box 24379, Rochester, NY 14624.
Deadline for entries is Dec. 21, 2000. The winner will be notified by phone and receive

_the savings bond by mail. In addition, the winner’s essay will be published in an upcom-

Last month’s winner was Amanda Widzinski, a fifth-grader at Walt Disney School in
Gates. In answer to Why do you think Jesus used parables, or stories, when he was
teaching? she wrote, I think Jesus used parables, or stories, when he was teaching for
the people to have a better understanding of what Jesus meant by his words. For exam-
ple, when your teacher at school teaches you a new thing, the teacher has to give exam-
¥ ples for the students to truly understand what the teacher means This applies the same

THANKS TO OUR SAVINGS BOND DONOR -
651 Plymouth Ave. N, Rochester, NY 14608 (716) 546-1740 {4
Quality Sausage and Meat Products Since 1880
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Sheraton Four Points

ENJOY THE FESTIVITIES
WITHOUT WORRY.

Eat, drink, and be merry, then take the elevator
to your Sheraton room.
Family or friends coming from out-of-town?

$69.00 Single/D
" RateIndudes:

Breakfast buffet for two, complimentary use of the
new fitness center, parking in covered garage, all taxes

120 E. Main St.

CALL 1-800-596-6400 AND ASK FOR THE
$69.00 SPECIAL HOLIDAY RATE

Gratulty in restaurant not included.
Rates based on availability.

Must be 21 to
consume alcohol.

Comprehensive Cosmetic and
Preventive Family Dental Care

GLEN A. MCINTYRE, D.D.S.

“MICHAEL J. GARRITY, D.D.S.

New Patients Always Welcome
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Care Credit /
lntemt-Free Payment Plans Available™

Minimum monthly payments of 3% or $20. If balance is not paid in full within the specified interest-free period,
APR. applies and is subject to increase or decrease. Further details available upon request.

Special In-House -Treatment Includes:
Endodontics ® Dentures ® Partials
Soft Tissue Management ® Bleaching

381-9873

1825 Penfield Road ® Four Corners of Penfield

Care Credit
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