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Donations refilled needed prescription 
ByRobCullivan 
Staff writer 
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ROCHESTER - In January 1998, 
LaRue Young, a parishioner at St. Brid
get's Church, was laid off from her job as • 
a technician at Eastman Kodak where she 
had worked for 22 years. 

"I just thank God that my kids were 
grown," Young said as she talked in the liv
ing room of her city home. Her son and 
daughter had already completed college, 
she said, so at least she didn't have to wor
ry about supporting her kids anymore. 

Divorced since 1988,. Young does have 
to be concerned about high blood pres
sure with which she was diagnosed about 
seven years ago, and has to take expensive 
medicine to control it Her health insur
ance and severance pay ran out about a 
year after she was laid off, she said. Sur
viving first on unemployment compensa
tion, and then with the help of family, she 
struggled to pay for her prescription out of 
pocket, which cost about $200 a month. 

"My back was against the wall,'' she said. 
She eventually heard of St. Joseph's 

Neighborhood Center Inc., where she was 
able to get a similar, cheaper type of heart 
medicine for free in addition to free reg
ular medical checkups. Sponsored by die 
Sisters of St Joseph, and staffed primarily 
by volunteers, the South Avenue center 
provides health care and other social ser
vices to city residents. 
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People in need 
\y Christmas Appeal funds 

are available to people in 
need throughout the year. 
Agencies that distribute 
the funds provided the 

^CatfwliC'Goiftiezmth the fol-
•( -..= lowing "cases" as examples 

of people they serve: 
* "Patti," a single mother of a two chil

dren, 10 and .7, found a job in a law of
fice, but had no way to get there or to get 
her children to child care. She used her 
monthly income to buy. a car, but then 
was unable to pay her bills. Catholic Char
ities/Turning Point center in Steuben 
County used $50 in Appeal money to pay 
Patti's water bill. The agency also 
arranged payment plans with the 
woman's landlord and utility companies. 

* "Charles," anrunemployed 57-year-
old, was die single parent of diree chil
dren, ages 2 to 5, and caretaker for his 
mother. His wife had died recently. 
Catholic Charities/Turning Point in 
Steuben County used $70 toward food 
and transportation expenses. The agency 
also made him aware of several other 

"I've always 
been a strong and 
independent 
woman," she said. 
"All of a sudden, I 
needed help, ljust 
thank God St. 
Joseph's was there 
to help me. Other
wise I would have 
been up die creek 
without a paddle." 

However, in Oc
tober of diis year, 
even the center 
was unable to pro
vide her die pre
scription, she said. 
She contemplated 
asking family 
members to help 
her out, but she 
said she decided 
not to because diey tiiemselves were sad
dled witii bills. 

Fortunately, she was referred by some
one she knew to Catholic Family Center. 
Using funds provided by donors to the 
Christmas Appeal, a CFC employee was 
able to give Young a voucher for $53.98 so 
that she could get her prescription filled 
for one month, she said. 

Young added that life has taken a turn 
for die better, noting she was hired earli
er this year as a relief worker at a commu-

agencies that could provide flu shots, se
nior meals, house weadierization and 
heating help, free church lunches, griev
ing help and school ranch programs for 
the oldest child. Charles "is a very proud 
man and was devastated at the thought of 
having to apply for public assistance," a 
jEaseworkenstated(i"Hfifeltthat.i..ithat he 
would find employment—and didn't want 
to ask for any helplwhatsoever/" 

* A physically challenged single moth-
er widi a teenage daughter received $185 
from Catholic Charities of Livingston 
County to make a partial security deposit 
on an apartment. Another agency paid for 
a moving van to move her from an area 
wracked by vandalism that kept her awake 
nights and contributed to stress that af
fected her condition. 

* The House of Mercy has clarified 
that it used $2,000 to provide Christmas 
food for about 25 families, not one, as re
ported in die Nov. 23 Cathotic Courier. 

"Christmas is special to many of our 
people," Sister Grace Miller said. "We like 
to give diem enough for a beautiful Christ
mas meal and brunch. We try to spread 
die money out for Christmas. This money 
helps us immensely." 
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nity residence for people widi develop
mental disabilities. Young said she works 
20-30 hours a week, and hopes to be hired 
full-time eventually. 

"I love it," she said of her job. 
Her two years of struggle did not un

dermine her belief in God, she noted. 
"It's never shaken my faith in God be

cause I do believe his will is going to be 
done, and he doesn't put on you more 
dian you can handle." 

She added that she grew up attending a 
Catholic school and remembered the 
lessons die nuns taught her about Jesus' 
admonition to help him by helping the 
least of his broUiers and sisters. 

"That's how I've tried to live my life," 
she said, noting, for example, how she 
helps out two elderly women she knows by 
taking them to various appointments. 
"Who am I to turn my back on someone 
who needs a sandwich, a piece of bread? 
It's coming back tome now. I need some
thing now, and.thank God (people) were 
in place to help me." 

SVJiat is ike . > *;;". 
Christmas Appeal? 

> 
- It,is a cooperative effort of.the 
Catholic Courier and diocesan 
Catholic Charities ojE the Diocese 
of Rochesterto raise funds for 
people in desperate financial 
crises. 

For the past 31 years, the 
appeal has enabled the Catholic 
community to help thousands of 
people in 12 counties to help 

"meet life's basic needs. Christmas-
Appeal funds have been there for 
them when no other sources of 
aid were available, 

Who 
benefits from it? 

The Christmas Appeal helps 
individuals and families in short-
term financial crises. These are 
people who have no financial 
resources and are either await
ing or are ineligible for assis
tance through other sources. 

How does it work? 
^Appeal p^oceedls are allocated 
lo die emeii^ricfsfujhcis of the 
>fojfowing diocesan agencies: 
Catholic Family Center; Catholic 
Charities of the Finger Lakes'; 
Catholic Charities of the 
Southern ' Tier; Catholic 
Charities of Livingston County 
outreach; Bishop Sheen 
Ecumenical' ><>*»> - Housing 
Foundation^ and diocesan Urban 
Services.^ , 

PLEASE USE MY DONATION T O HELP A NEIGHBOR IN NEED 

Name: 

Address: 

City:. State: .Zip.. 

MAIL CHECK (payable to "Christmas Appeal") and this coupon to: 
Christmas Appeal - c/o Catholic Courier 

PO Box 24379 - Rochester, NY 14624 

KEEPING CHRIST 

ADVENT WREATHS 

from 

One* 

$10.00-$120.00 

Advent Candles and Devotional 
Literature also available 
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ROAD WEST 

•£• 

Advent Wreaths • Nativities • Ornaments • Angels • Blessing Cups 

CBEATOR'S 
HANDS 

Wall Crosses • Stoct 

A GALLERY OF ART AND CRAFT 
336 Arnett Boulevard • 235-8550 

O P E N 7 D A Y S A W E F K 

' Candles • Mugs • Giass Paperweights 


