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Holiday symbols of Advent promise
We were all together for a holiday for the
first time in quite a while. Guests at the festive table of my sister and brother-in-law,
Helen and Jim Early, were their five daugh- ,
ters. four sons-in-law, four grandchildren, our
dear friend. Father Tom Powers and me.
It was a jov to be with everyone - to hear
the stories, to share the laughter, to glimpse
the hopes of people vou love very much.
The companv at table lent freshness to my
perspecme on life. Thev sharpened my
awareness of the blessings God gives to me.
The\ dulled the sharpness of anxiety that can
ijnaw at mv energy. Those great people of
three generations didn't have a plan for all
that. Thev healed and encouraged and gave
hope just b\ being themselves.
I think of I jam, the youngest among us.
He'll be r) months old on the day this article
is published. He gave us all the lively gift of
his presence, pure and simple. He fascinated
me as he soaked in the sights and sounds
around him. When, his cousin, beautiful
Julie, dangled a spider on a string in front of
Liam he laughed aloud, the first time I had
heard him do that. When I held him I
noticed the strength of his hand around my
finger and thanked the Lord for his good
growth.
Megan, now 3'/2 years old, and Patrick, at
1' 2, are nejv"people to me each time I see
them. Such is the rate of their growth. I
marvel at the store of energy that allows
them both to function non-stop at such elevated levels. The more do I admire their parents for their stamina in keeping abreast of

along
the way
those precious little ones. Watching them all
primes my spirit to be in touch with the
growuh to which each of us is called all the
days of our lives. Such growth, unlike that of
the little ones, is not easily perceived. Ours is
quieter, more gradual, deeper. But, because
it is no less real, it is important that we be
aware of its reality and its importance in our
lives.
The mix of adults at table carried the double gift of happy memory and renewed hope.
You know of my affection for my five beautiful nieces and how much their friendship
means to me. It is a joy to know that now
they are adult friends. But it is especially
enriching to follow the threads of those
friendships — and their love for their husbands and children — all the way back to
their beginnings. So much has changed. So
much has remained the same.
I borrow the name Seasoned People from
a group of contemporaries at St. Pius Tenth,
Chili, to refer to the quartet from my generation at the Thanksgiving table. Helen and
Jim's seasoning has come through their years

of giving of themselves to one another in
marriage and in the rearing of their family.
As I have Observed them and many other
married friends through the years my admiration for them has deepened. Their commitment to one another and to their families is
one for which I have the greatest respect. I
add a note of gratitude for the inspiration
they give mie to live out my own vocation as
bishop as generously as I can.
Tom and I had dinner with Bishop
Howard Hubbard on the Friday of
Thanksgiving weekend, something we have
been doing on that night since we were
young priests. I guess that we too have
known some seasoning since we first started
out. The years of ministry have taught us a
great deal. If nothing else, they have taught
us that we still have much to learn — and to
be glad about that.
Now the thought and prayer stimulated in
me by our Thanksgiving celebration flows
into the renewed promise of the Advent season. I have always loved the transition. In
concrete fashion the beautiful experience of
fullness and renewal at the hoUday table,
especially the young new life there present,
symbolized for me the promise of the Advent
season.
I hope that you and your loved ones had a
happy Thanksgiving. And I wish you a
blessed Advent. It will be a season of grace
for all if we take time to thank God for the
blessings of our lives, if we pray for the fullness that is God's promise to us.
Peace to all.
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he French call it joie de vivre, or love of life.
That ability to approach life joyfully and
fully appreciate all that each day has to offer.
Eyery day, residents of Chapel Oaks, Rochester's
newest and finest rental retirement community,
are finding the joy of retirement living. Once
you've experienced life at Chapel Oaks, you may
find yourself falling in love with the true joy of
living all over again.
I all in love with the tradition of St.'Ann's of
.L Greater Rochester, Inc., who for 125 years has
provided senior adults with a truly fulfilling
retirement lifestyle. The location of being
perfectly situated on 14 beautiful, secluded acres
of the St. Ann's campus and just minutes away
from Rochester's finest shopping, entertainment
and cultural activities. The independence to
continue an active life style without routine
maintenance and tiresome daily chores. The value
of a rental concept with no entrance fee, which
makes Chapel Oaks Rochester's most affordable
retirement living options. The convenience of
exceptional services and amenities, and the

spacious one- and two-bedroom apartment homes.
Or, fall in love with the security and peace of mind
that comes from having priority access to a full
continuum of health care services right on the St.
Ann's campus.
t Retirement is your time to seize the day and
JL \ . life to its fullest; to experience your
"joie de vivre." Please call (716) 3 4 2 - 3 0 5 2
for more information about Chapel Oaks
or to arrange your personal tour. Once
you see all that we have to offer, you may
just find yourself falling in love with the
true joy of living all over again!
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