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BY JOE SARNICOLA

The disciples had many questions
about the end of the world and about
how they would know the time was ap-
proaching. Jesus told them to watch out
for themselves and to watch the city of
Jerusalem.

“When you see Jerusalem surrounded
by armies,” he said, “know that its deso-
lation is at hand. Let those who are with-
in the city escape from it, and let those in
the countryside not enter the city.”

Thoughts of a destroyed Jerusalem
filed the heads of the disciples.
Jerusalem, the ancient city where David

ruled as king of Israel, where Solomon
built his great Temple. The walls of the

~ city protected the people, but what could
protect them if the entire city were in ru-
ing?

Jesus continued, “There will be signs
in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and
on earth nations will be in dismay, per-
plexed by the roaring of the sea and the
waves.”

Now James, John, Peter, Thomas and
the other disciples were afraid. Not on-
ly would Jerusalem be ruined, but the,
stars and the seas would be in turmoil.
Where would they be safe? Where could
they hide from a power that could affect
the heavens and the earth? But Jesus

knew their fears and he reassured them
that the time he speaks of is not some-
thing to fear, but to watch for, because
everything will take place according to
his Father’s plan for his people.

Jesus put a finger against his lips and
said, “When these signs begin to hap-
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pen, stand erect and raise your hands be-
cause your redemption is at hand.”

The disciples did not realize how
stiffly they had been sitting as Jesus
talked, but after Jesus told them of their
redemption they all exhaled deeply in
relief. Then Jesus told them a story, as he
often did when he talked with them or
when he preached in public.

Jesus pointed toward the hills outside
the city and said, “Consider the fig tree
and all the other trees. When their buds
burst open, you see for yourselves and
know that summer is now near.” Then
Jesus pointed at each of his friends in
turn and said, “In the same way, when
you see things happening, know that the
kingdom of God is near. Heaven and
earth will pass away, but my words will

not pass away.”

READ MORE ABOUT IT:
Luke 21

1. What did Jesus say about Jerusalem?
2. What did Jesus say so that his disci-

ples would not be afraid of what
would happen?
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Fill in‘the blank.
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