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Even in disagreement, we have unity in faith 
I gave a presentation last week on the 

famous "consistent life ethic." These 
events are always interesting since lots of 
people come in order to make their own 
position on the issue known to the oth­
ers present. Sometimes I think there is 
no need for a speaker on diis topic at all, 
because it is so often the case that many 
of those in at tendance are already con­
vinced of the single right perspective on 
the matter, and the single right way to 
pursue that end. Last week's event was 
no exception. 

O n the one side, there were a n u m b e r 
of people firmly committed to the paci­
fist, anti-war position. During the "open-
mike" period, some from this persuasion 
spoke knowledgeably, offering statistics 
and insights about American atrocities 
commit ted against o ther nat ions. O n e 
woman quietlv and firmly stated that she 
thought Catholic teaching itself failed as 
a "consistent life ethic" since it has not 
roundly declared waging war by nations 
to be immoral . 

On the other side, some spoke to the 
fact that abortion is clearlv and singular-
K wmng. and it has been declared so by 
the church. For these people, linking 
abort ion with other issues lhat appear 
moie ambiguous serves to "water down" 
the rase against u. Rhetoric used by this 
"side" tried to highlight the evil of abor­
tion and the urgency surrounding this is-
MIC b\ minimizing the evil associated 
with sonic of the other issues. Some peo­
ple Mipported the uniqueness of the an­
ti-abortion position by emphasizing that 
i! i>. innocent life that is protected here. 

while capital punishment and warfare al­
low the taking of life of those who are 
"guilty." In their opinion this is a crucial 
moral difference. 

At tlie end of the evening I was left with 
several impressions. One was a sense of 
renewed respect for those whose work 
gave rise to the consistent life ethic. 
Among these are the authors of the doc­
ument "The Church in the Modern 
World" from the Second Vatican Coun­
cil. Another is the late Cardinal Joseph 
Bernardin. The very idea of this ethic 
emerged from a pastoral sense among 
church leaders that we all need to move 
beyond our own sometimes narrow vision 
of how best to understand and address 
these issues. We also need to move to a 
position from which we can respect those 
whose perspectives differ from our own. 

Another impression was the sense that 
even if we agree on the issues themselves, 
we often disagree about which tactics 
and strategies ought to be used in solving 
the problem. Being "against abortion," 
for example, doesn't mean that we will 
immediately agree on which strategy will 

work best in stopping the evil. Some fa­
vor public demonstrations, others leg­
islative reform, others offer financial 
support for educational efforts on this 
topic. Still others work with organiza­
tions like Birthright or odier centers that 
help pregnant women. 

There is a sense of dissatisfaction with 
die tactics adopted by others in the strug­
gle against abortion, even among' diose 
who most strongly oppose it. In die same 
way, among diose who understand war­
fare to be die single greatest moral direat 
on diis planet, there is strong disagree­
ment about what style one should adopt 
in speaking about that issue, about how 
die church should teach about that issue, 
about how diose who preach from our 
pulpits should do diat. 

As I drove home from last week's ses­
sion, I tried to think about die positives 
and die negatives of die evening. On die 
positive side, I think my own attempt to 
frame the origins of die consistent life 
ediic and to name die reasons for it were 
on target. I showed a short video film 
featuring individual choices diat had re­
sulted in saving a human life during die 
Holocaust. It offered a litde inspiration, 
I think, and offered some insight for fur­
ther discussion. During die question and 
comment period, several different posi­
tions were expressed. Participants 
seemed to receive die comments re­
spectfully and thoughtfully. In many ways 
the event allowed for valid learning— 
mostly, I think, from the comments 
made by one anodier. It was in this ses­
sion that the purpose and meaning of 

die consistent life ethic were most evi­
dent. 

On die negative side, I think people 
went home frustrated, perhaps, diat 
dieir own position was not embraced by 
all diose present. I think there was even 
a degree o f anger just below die surface 
because of differences diat existed 
among ourselves and because die official 
church teaching has hot responded to in-. 
dividual interpretations o f d ie Gospel. 

Being a church diat claims to be "uni­
versal" is no easy matter. I realize that 
more and more each day. Skills o f toler­
ance, sharing o f power (even when, it 
seems die odiers are "wrong"), humility 
enough to recognize diat mine is only 
one perspective in a far wider f iekt are 
all attitudes and behaviors diat take on 
increased significance as we struggle to 

e be catholic. Lately I've been reflecting 
often on die trutii of an adage I heard 
years ago: "Those who disagree witii me 
are not my enemies." 

Last week's event brought togedier 
people who expressed disagreement 
with each other's positions and strate­
gies, widi aspects of die church's official 
teachings, widi die very topic being, dis­
cussed, and even (alas) with the main 

speaker! The atmosphere of belonging 
to one anodier in faith prevailed, how­
ever, arid made me grateful for die fact 
that, over die past few years, we do seem 
to have grown quite a bit as a diocesan 
church reflecting on moral matters. 

• • • 

Sister Schoelles is president of St. 
Bernard's Institute. 
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• J7*very day, against a backdrop of war and great' 
JLs suffering Simon Garang offers the people of his 
homeland the greatest gift of all: the hope and peace 

that come only from Christ. Simon 
is a catechist in Sudan, 
proclaiming the Gospel among 
people who so need to 
experience the love of Jesus. 
"Cathechists in Sudan are the 
pillars of the Church," says 
Archbishop Cesare 
Mazzolari of Rumbek in 

Sudan. "Without them, vast 
areas would be without the Church, the true 
s o u r c e o f h o p e . " There are 400,000 catechists in the 

Missions like Simon who depend on help from the 

Propagation of the Faith to continue the work of 

spreading the Gospel of hope into the next 

millennium. Through of Gift Annuity with the 

Propagation of the Faith you can help Mission' 

catechists and provide yourself with income for the 

rest of your life at a favorable rale of return. Bishop 
William J. McConnack 

THE PROPAGATION OF THE FAITH 
Please mail coupon to: Bishop William McConnack, National Director, 

Propagation of the Faith, 366 Fifth Avenue, 12th Floor, New York, NY 10001 

• Please send information on your Gift Annuity 
Jor the Church in the Missions today, I enclose... 

a $ioo D $50 a $25 • $10 • $_ Jother) 

Name 

Address, 

City State Zip 
Please remember The Society for the Propagation of the Faith 

when writing or changing your Will. n/oo 

The Great Jubilee of the Year 2000 
honoring the Eucharistic Presence of the Lord Jesus 

on the Solemnity 

CHRIST THE KING 
Sunday, 26 November 2000 

Masses 
Saturday, Nov. 25 at 5:15 PM & 

Sunday, Nov. 26 at 8:00 AM, 9:30 AM, 
& Festive Eucharist at 11:30 AM 

(Cum Jubib Mass by Durufle) 

Fr. John Colacino, CPP.S., homilist 

Vespers & Solemn Benediction 
Sunday, Nov. 26, at 5:00 PM 

(Magnificat by Vaughan-Williams, O Salutaris bySaint-SSens) 

Fr, Frank E. Lioi, homilist 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
from Saturday, Nov. 25 at 6:00 PM to 

Sunday, Nov. 26 at 6:00 PM 
(except during the Celebration of Mass) 

To sign-up for Nocturnal Adoration, 
call Muriel Trunfio 271-6127 or Jacquie Morency 461-9565 

SAINT ANNE CHURCH 
1600 Mt. Hope Avenue 
Rochester, New York 

Brink Bush, organist Daniel Brondel choirmaster-
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