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Multiple issues challenge 
bishops at fall gathering 

WASHINGTON (GNS) - Opening their t' 
tall general mee .)g Nov. 13 in Washing-
ion, the U.S. bishops heard their president 
promise "no lurning back" from the Sec-
•>nd Vatican Council and heard sad news 
.\K< >ui the nation's first black Catholic arch
bishop. 

The first da\ of the Nov 13-16 meeting 
of the National Conference of Catholic 
Bishops and U.S. Catholic Conference at 
the 1 hat! Regent \ on Capitol Hill also fea
tured preliminary discussion of documents 
on the Mideast crisis, the U.S. criminal jus
tice s\stem, immigrants, church architec
ture and an, and the U.S. Supreme Court 
and the "culture of death." 

Further debate and a vote on each of 
those documents was scheduled for later in 
the meeting. 

The bishops opened their meeting with 
pravers for .Archbishop Eugene A. Marino, 
who died Nov. 12 at the age of 66. The first 
black archbishop in the history of the U.S. 
Catholic Church, he resigned in 1990 as 
archbishop of Atlanta and admitted to an 
affair with a woman. 

bishop Joseph A. Fiorenza of Galveston-
Houston, NCCB-USCC president, focused 
his presidential address on the church's ju-
bilee-vear celebrations. 

Highlighting the church's ecumenical 
commitment, the beatification of Pope 
John XXIII and the canonization of MofJv 
er Katharine Drexel the NCCB president 
stressed the impor .uit of the Second Vati
can Council in preparing the church to en
ter the new millennium. 

"We can assure the faithful and those 
who have a sincere interest in the work of 
the church that the Second Vatican Coun-
c il continues as the instrument of naviga
tion that sets the course we will follow," 
Bishop Fiorenza said. "There is no turning 
back from the council." 

The day before their meeting, many of 
the bishops participated in a workshop on 

<the ecumenical role of bishops. It was led 
by Australian Cardinal Edward I. Cassidy, 

president of the Pontifical Council for Pro
moting Christian Unity. 

In all, the bishops were to deal with 18 
main action items during the meeting. A 
special message on the Middle East, added 
to the agenda at the last minute, included 
explicit support for an independent Pales
tinian state, something the bishops have 
never done before. 

Their concern about immigrants came 
up in two separate items, both submitted 
by the Committee on Migration. 

One is a resolution urging several re
forms in U.S. immigration law and policy 
to "uphold the basic dignity and human 
rights of immigrants among us and pre
serve the unity of the immigrant family." 

The other is a 52-page pastoral state
ment, "Unity in Diversity: Welcoming the 
Immigrant Church in the U.S." 

"The new immigrants call us back to our 
ancestral heritage as descendants of immi
grants and to our baptismal heritage as 
members of the body of Christ," die state
ment says. 

It challenges church leaders and all 
Catholics to welcome immigrants and cel
ebrate cultural diversity as a gift It calls on , 
them to work against prejudice and distrust/ 
and for the advancement of new immi-
grants to full integration in the life of the 
church and society. 

The 42-page statement, "Responsibility, 
Rehabilitation and Restoration: A Catholic 
Perspective on Crime and Criminal J i 
tice," sharply challenges the trend tov 
more prisons, suffer sentences and more 
executions as the U.S. response to crime. It 
was drafted by the bishops' Domestic Pofi-
cy Committee. 

"We are convinced that our tradition 
and our faiuh offer better alternatives that 
can hold offenders accountable and chal
lenge them to change their lives, reach out 
to victims and reject vengeance," it says. 

It especially questions the growing use 
of incarceration as American society's 
main response to drug offenders, in light of 

Kids' Answers from page 12 

1. bells, 2. cymbals, 3. gong, 4. harp, 5. lute, 6. pipe, 7. horn, 8. lyre 
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m ' Announcements 
ADOPTIONS The Catholic 
Courier does not publish adop
tion advertising. To obtain a list 
of agencies that serve birth 
mothers and adoptive parents, 
call 716-328-4340. Agencies 
wishing to be included on this 
list may send information to the 
Catholic Courier. 

„ Card of Thanks 
TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN 
MARY for favors received 
regarding family and health. 
Thank you. JMP 

Ceiling Repair 

TEXTURED/SWIRLED CEIL
INGS: 9' x 12' ceiling only $59! 
Water damage, drywall, plaster 
repairs. Any size patches or 
repairs. Quality work; reason
able prices. 716/392-5076. 

Gutter Cleaning 

Moving & Hauling 

K-D Moving & 
Storage, Inc. 
Experience in office, 
household moving and 
deliveries. 

S o m SmaJi, We do litem AU! 

«3-6610/47S4357 
23 Arlington S t Rochester NY 14607 

NYDOT*9657 

Drug Store 

GUTTER CLEANING 
& REPAIR 

New Heavy-Duty Aluminum 
& Galvanized Gutters 

Bernard K. Bayer & Son 
est. 1952 (716)381-0812 

Painting & 
Wallcovering 

WJLB. DRUGS 
COMPLETE 

SURGICAL-OSTOMY SUPPLIES 
Free Delivery in Monroe County 

Phone 323-1470 
4358 Culver Rd. Rochester. NY 14622 

FAX LINE 323-2810 

Child Care 

PITTSFORD/PERINTON: 
Childcare wanted for infant. 
Our home or yours. 3 % days 
per week. 716/385-7705 

Home Health Care 

HOME HEALTH AIDE provid
ing TLC for the elderly. Many 
years experience and excellent 
references. 716/671-6468. 

Masonry 

MASONRY REPAIRS: All 
types, brick steps, sidewalks, 
basement wail repairs. 
Reasonable. 35 years experi
ence. 716-323-1007. Al 
Meyvis, Sr. 

B U R G - M A S T E R PAINT-
ING/PAPERHANGING, tex
tured ceilings, walls, ceilings 
repaired, rugs shampooed. 
Insured, powerwashing. Dan 
Burgmaster, 716/663-0827. 

AL MEYVIS, JR: Interior paint
ing. Basement walls 
repaired/painted. Homes win
terized. Weather-stripping 
storm windows, basement win
dows. Gutter repairs/cleaning. 
Small jobs welcome. 392-4435 
or 323-2876. 

Plaster Restoration 
Wallpapering Painting 

Free Estimates 

716-482-3243 • 716-703-8245 
Teny & Nina McCtOough 

NamtyWiechec/CNS 

Denise Ray Mueller (right), a Catholic from Worthington, Ohio, Joins demonstra
tors outside the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception Jn 
Washington to protest Catholic Church teachings on homosexuality Nov. 13. 
The silent protest was held as U.S. bishops made their way to the shrine 

studies indicating that programs of educa-
.tion and community-based treatment are 
more productive and cost-effective. 

Last November the bishops discussed a 
,draft of a .hew statement on art and envi
ronment for worship, tided Domus Dei 
("The House of God"). The final draft, 
which received preliminary discussion Nov. 
13, has been significantly restructured and 
rewritten in light of consultations with die 
bishops and other experts and has a new 
name, "Built of Living Stones." 

The 108-page text, subtided "Art, Archi
tecture and Worship," discusses spatial re
quirements for various liturgical rites and 
die role of art and architecture in assisting 
die church at prayer. 

Among shorter statements die bishops 
were to vote on is one drafted by the Com
mittee for Pro-life Activities tided "The 
U.S. Supreme Court and die Culture of 

Death." It decries die high court's persis
tent denial of rights to die unborn since its 
Roe vs. Wade decision in 1973. 

It says die Supreme Court's rejection tiiis 
summer of a Nebraska law banning partial-
birdi abortion has shattered any hope of 
"legal sanity on abortion" and "has brought 
our legal system to die brink of endorsing 
infanticide." 

The bishops also have been asked to ap
prove die concept and timeline for revising 
die Lectionary for Masses Widi Children, 
and adoption of die Mexican Lectionary 
for Scripture readings in U.S. Spanish-lan
guage liturgies. 

Scheduled for debate and vote later in 
the meeting was a brief statement, "Sudan's 
Cry for Peace." It says diat all sides in "die 
cruel, fratricidal conflict in Sudan... are 
implicated in egregious human rights abus
es." 

What's inside the 2001 
Diocesan Directory? 

a telephone listing of every parish, priest 
and pastoral-staff member. 
a guide to all diocesan offices and 
personnel. 
Mass schedules for every parish and times 
for die sacrament of reconciliation. 
a listing of religious communities and 
spirituality centers. 
a directory of Cadiolic organizations 
operating in die Diocese of Rochester. 

Directory Pages with Binders 

1-3 sets $18.50 each 

4 or more sets . . . . .-$15.50 each 

Directory Pages Only 

1-3 sets $12.00 each 

4-6 sets .$10.00 each 

7 or more sets $9.00 each 

Tax a n d sh ipp ing inc luded 

T a x exempt? Call us for prices for your tax exempt organization: 

(716) 328-4340 or 1-800400-3628. 

Diocesan Directory c/o Catholic Courier PO Box 24379, Rochester, NY 14624 

I enclose $. 

I enclose $ 

.for 

for 

_page sets vridiout binders 

_page sets with binders 

Name 

Address 

City State _Zip 

Payment must accompany order. Make checks payable to Catholic Courier Directory 
OR pay by MasterCard or Visa. 

Account # . .Exp.Date 

Signature 


