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N.Y. bishops speak on criminal justice

ALBANY, N.Y. (CNS) — The criminal
justice svstem'’s “almost exclusive depen-
dence on incarceration” must be rejected
m tavor of an approach that emphasizes
“heabing tor the victim; rehabilitation and
remtegiation for the offender, and safety
and stability for sociew.” the bishops of
New York State said.

['he bishops’ statement, called “Restor-
my Al o the Fullness of Life: A Pastoral
staement on Criminal Justice for the Ju-
hilee Year,” was released Oct. 30 by the

New York State Catholic Conference in -

Athany.

The bishops called for a moratorium
on executions leading to an eventual re-
pedl of the death penalty in the state;
modihication of the mandatory sentenc-
g provisions of the state’s Rockefeller
Jdrue Liws: and reconsideration of the use
ot “special housing units™ that give in-
mates no human contact for 23 hours a
dan

"Emouonally unstable and mentally ili
inmates should only be assigned to seg-
revated housing if there is direct evidence
demaonstrating that they are at risk of
physicaliv hurting staff, other inmates, or
themselses,” they said.

L he statement was a follow-up to a 1982
document in which the New York bishops
wreed the state “to develop viable alter-
natives to what was at the time a dramat-
i inciease in the state’s inmate popula-
and the consequent rush to
CONSTUCL MOTE prisons.”

Among their recommendations at that
ume. thev said, were “reasonable bail poli-
c1es for those charged with nonviolent of-
alternatives to incarceration for

o,

prove themselves while incarcerated,
through educational opportunities, ade-
quate health care including psychiatric
treatment where needed, and the oppor-
tunity for religious worship and spiritual
growth.”

“It is with sadness and concern that we
note that unfortunately few, if any, of
these recommendations were fully imple-
mented,” the bishops added.

Since 1982, they said, there has been “a
continued and even more intense em-

phasis on imprisonment, as well as rein- |

statement of the death penalty” in 1995.
The bishops’ latest statement high-
lighted several church-sponsored pro-
grams for offenders that “serve as model
of treatment approaches” for the state.
These included Abraham House in the
Archdiocese of New York, which substi-
tutes treatment for incarceration; My
Mother’s Place and Providence House in
the Brooklyn Diocese, which work to pre-
serve family relationships between
women inmates and their children;
Rogers House, an independent outreach
formerly run by Corpus Christi Parish in
the Rochester Diocese, and Hope House
in the Buffalo Diocese, which helps in-
mates return to their local communities;
and the Altamont program and Arbor
House Day Program in the Albany Dio-
cese for inmates re-entering society.
“The successes generated by these pro-
grams offer convincing evidence that
treatment works, and that development
and support of such programs must be an
essential component of an effective,
restorative criminal justice system,” the

sation when feasible; and a loving invita-
tion to healing and forgiveness," they
said.

The bishops also recommended “me-
diated face-to-face encounters,” where
possible, between crime victims and
those who have injured them.

“Survivors of crime who participate in
such healing processes can often experi-
ence empowerment, a reduced sense of
fear and reduced desire for retaliation,”
they said. “Offenders may be more sensi-
tized to the suffering their actions have
caused, and perhaps moved toward reha~
bilitation through the forgiveness they ex-
perience.”

In appealing for a moratorium and re-
peal of the death penalty, the bishops said
capital punishment “offers retribution
rather than mercy, and allows no possi-
bility of rehabilitation and restoration.”

They also criticized the double-celling

of inmates in special housing units de-
signed for one person, saying it “raises se-
rious concerns about physical safety, and
the potential for inmates to be vxcumlzed
by their cellmates.”
" The bishops said 23,000 people are cur-
rently in prison for drug violations under
the Rockefeller drug laws, many of them
nonviolent, first-time offenders.

“Incarcerating them for long periods
of time does not serve 1o enhance public
safety, nor does it offer the most effective
approach to rehabilitation and restora-
tion,” they said.

The New York bishops said, however,
that government is not “the primary or
exclusive agent of change” and reminded
Catholics of “our own responsibility to be

El Salvador

Continued from page 1

Two high-profile Florida attorneys work-
ing Bro bono on the case — Robert Kerrig-
an of Pensacola and Robert Montgomery
of Palm Beach — said they believe thejury
ulumately misunderstood their task in the
case. Both men think “command responsi-
bility,” a military concept at the heart of the
case, may have been lost or distorted to-
ward the end of trial.

U.S. District Judge Daniel T.K. Hurley
told the jury that under international and
U.S. law, a military commander is obligat-
ed to control troops under his command
and keep them from committing torture or
extrajudicial killing.

But he also said the plaintiffs had to show -

that such activities went on in El Salvador
at the time the churchwomen were slain,
that the two Salvadoran officials should
have known such actions were taking place
and that neither tried to prevent them.

“The jury undoubtedly felt there need-
ed to be a clear line (of accountability) from
top to bottom, from the generals to the
massacre,” said Kerrigan. “We will file a
motion for a new trial on the basis that the
jury was confused on the legal doctrine of
command responsibility.”

In his closing argument, defense attor-
ney Kurt Klaus compared his clients to the
U.S. Founding Fathers in their struggle for
democracy and said the plaintiffs had failed
to show his clients had prior knowledge
that five National Guardsmen were going
to kill the churchwomen.

Montgomery said he was simply grati-
fied to bring new information on the case
to the American public. He said the case
was a first under the U.S. Torture Victim
Protection Act, which allows U.S. citizens
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Children are sensitive and emotional
when a death in the family occurs.
Children can benefit from a chance to
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