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Milestone celebrations abound 
The wonderful celebration of the 350th 

anniversary of the founding of the Sisters 
of St. Joseph held at Sacred Heart 
Cathedral last Sunday was the first of sever
al similar gatherings this week. Three were 
parish celebrations of the anniversaries of 
their respective establishments. Another 
was a birthdav celebration for a great priest 
who, I am sure, knows more about the his
tory of the parishes of this diocese than 
an\i)iie else. 

On Friday evening, the parish communi
ty of St. Dominic celebrated the 100th 
anniversary of the dedication of their 
church bv Bishop Bernard J. McQuaid, the 
first bishop of the Diocese of Rochester. 
The paiish joined to that event the blessing 
of their new ambry, the place where they 
will keep the oils used for the celebration 
of the sacraments. A parishioner, Tony 
Muscolino, made the ambry. I was honored 
that Tom and Elaine Muscolino served as 
miter and crosier bearers during the cele
bration. In a spirit .typical of parish life, 
there was an invitation to gather in the 
parish center for good food and the oppor
tunity to extend the joy of the evening. 

On Saturday St. Charles Borromeo 
Parish in Greece celebrated their patronal 
feast day and the 75th anniversary of their 
foundation by Bishop Thomas Hickey, the 
second bishop of Rochester. In the early 
1920s Leo Lawson and George Pearson, 
two laymen from Greece, went to the bish
op to ask that he establish a parish in the 

area. Bishop Hickey said that he would, if 
Lawson and Pearson could garner the inter
est of 70 potential parish families in sup
port of their request. 

They returned to report that 72 families 
were interested and they went on from 
there. Parish records indicate that the first 
parish Mass was celebrated in the Pearson 
home on Sunday, November 6, 1925. That 
first Sunday offering totaled $32.28. At a 
warm parish reception following the litur
gy, highlights of parish's history were beau
tifully recalled in photos, artifacts, memen
tos and, especially in the conversations of 
participating parishioners. 

On Sunday I joined the community of 
Immaculate Conception Parish in the Com 
Hill section of Rochester. Of the three 
parishes that celebrated special anniver
saries this weekend, Immaculate 
Conception is the oldest. All year long they 
have thanked God for 150 years of graced 
life since their beginnings in 1850 under 
Bishop John Timon of the Diocese of 

Buffalo. (You may recall that we were a 
part of the Diocese of Buffalo until our 
own diocese was established in 1868.) Of 
special joy on Sunday was the moment 
when we rededicated the church after the 
community had done some repair and sig
nificant renovation.' 

At the age of 90, Father Robert 
McNamara, priest of the Diocese of 
Rochester and distinguished historian, is 
older than St. Charles Borromeo parish but 
much younger than the parishes of St. 
Dominic and the Immaculate Conception! 
In fact, those who know Father Robert, 
myself included, stand in awe of his youth
ful spirit. The passage of the years has in 
no way diminished his intellectual curiosity, 
his spirit of generous service or his care 
about the history of our diocese or its 
parishes. 

On Friday Father Bob Bradler, pastor of 
St. Thomas the Apostle where Father 
Robert lives, hosted a birthday party honor
ing our beloved nonagenarian. In atten
dance were many of his colleagues and for
mer students from St. Bernard's Seminary. 
I am deeply grateful to Father McNamara 
for the witness of faith and generous ser
vice he has offered through all of die years 
of his priestly ministry. I am grateful as 
well for his body of historical work; and for 
his consistent, gende encouragement to 
keep good records and quality archives for 
those who come after us. 

Peace to all. 

No Entrance Fee Required. Call us today! 

"Chapel Oaks is perfect for us! 

We've made so many wonderful 

friends and the staff here are so 

attentive. Going to the dining room 

is like being in a fine restaurant and 

the meals are delicious. We're able 

to travel and maintain our busy 

lifestyle zvithout having to worry 

anymore about property upkeep 

and day to day maintenance. We 

know if we go away, everything is 

taken care of. Now that's what 

retirement should be." 

-Fred and Margaret Spangler 

/ / We've made so many 
wonderful friends." 

The French call it joie de'-i)ivre, or love of life. 

That ability to approach life joyfully and 

fully appreciate all that each day has to offer. 

Every day, residents of Chapel Oaks, Rochester's 

newest and finest rental retirement community, 

are finding the joy of retirement living. Once 

you've experienced ?|̂ e at Chapel Oaks, you may 

find yourself falling in love with the true joy of 

living all over again. 

I all in love with the tradition of St. Ann's of 

A Greater Rochester, Inc., who for 125 years has 

provided senior adults with a truly fulfilling 

retirement lifestyle. The location of being 

perfectly situated on 14 beautiful, secluded acres 

of the St. Ann's campus and just minutes away 

from Rochester's finest shopping, entertainment 

and cultural activities. The independence to 

continue an active life style without routine 

maintenance and tiresome daily chores. The value 

of a rental concept with no entrance fee, which 

makes Chapel Oaks Rochester's most affordable 

retirement living options. The convenience of 

exceptional services and amenities, and the 

spacious one- and two-bedroom apartment homes. 

Or, fall in love with the security and peace of mind 

that comes from having priority access to a full 

continuum of health care services right on the St. 

Ann's campus. 

f^/et i rement is your time to seize the day and 

A. V life to its fullest; to experience your 

"joie de vivre." Please call (716) 342-3052 
for more information about Chapel Oaks 
or to arrange your personal tour. Once 
you see all that we have to offer, you may 
just find yourself falling in love with the 
true joy of living all over again! 
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