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Sisters of St. Joseph deserve gratitude of all
I have known the Sisters of St. Joseph since I
was 14 vears old. Sister Mary Clare was the
\eiv first one 1 met. She taught art and was
freshman homeroom teacher for some of us in
the class of 1955 at Catholic Central High
School in Trov.
She came to mv mind this afternoon at
Sacred Heart Cathedral during the magnificent
celebration marking the 350th anniversary of
the founding of the Sisters of St. Joseph. What
1 experienced today touched me deeply
because the beauty of the ceremony made me
aware of how much I admire these great sisters
and how much I owe to them. It just seemed
natural to me to remember where my association with them began.
Remembering Sister Mary Clare today
renewed two memories of her for which I am
still grateful. The first was her ability to combine encouragement for our desire to grow and
mature with patience with the many ways by
which we demonstrated that we still had a long
wav to go. The secoad was a prayer she taught
us that I have said daily since 1951: "Jesus,
Mai v and Joseph I give you my heart, my soul
and mv life, jesus, Mary and Joseph assist me in
my last agony. Jesus, Mary and Joseph may I
breathe forth my soul in peace in your blessed
company."
When I sav that prayer — most often at the
end of the Communion Rite at the Eucharistic
Liturgy — I thank God for Sister Mary Clare
and all of the 22 Sisters of St. Joseph who
taught us during our high school years. And I
include in that prayer the Sisters of Mercy and
priests of the Diocese of Albany who formed
the rest of the faculty. (In those days, believe it

or not, only the athletic coach and the music
teacher were lay people.)
After high school I had no further direct

contact with the Sisters of St. Joseph until I
came to Rochester in 1979. Renewed association with them has been one of the great
graces and joys of these years. All through that
time I have admired the scope and quality of
the loving service they have offered to the people of this region and beyond since they came
to Canandaigua in 1854. Since then they have
been where people were in need, responding to
them with generosity, compassion and competence.
Their history of service has embraced the
orphans and children from families in need,
elderly women and men in need of care, and
students from the wide-eyed pre-schooler to the
sophisticated graduate student. Those in need
of the hospitality of a meal, medical care or
someone to speak on tJieir behalf have found
friends in our sisters. For all the years, they
have done what they could do for their neighbor. In so honoring ihe dignity of their sisters
and brothers they have done more than any of
us could to give glory to God and to help peo-

ple come to their full stature in Christ.
As we celebrate the 350th anniversary of
their foundation in France, I stand in awe at
what the Sisters of St. Joseph have done and still do for the people of our diocese. For
myself, and for you, I thank them for their
work in health care, education, parish pastoral
ministry, the care of persons with special
needs, and advocacy for the frail, vulnerable
and forgotten among us.
No less do I admire the self-effacing ways in
which our sisters go about their daily rounds. I
associate them with an evident desire not to be
served but to serve: warm hospitality, inclusiveness, genuine discipleship and a deep commitment to the renewarcalled for by the Second
Vatican Council. I add to that a respect for the
integrity with which they deal with congregational issues and the honesty with which they
engage me and the local church of which they
are such an important part.
These have not been easy years for our sisters. Times of transition and renewal rarely are
for any of us. But they have modeled for all of
us die kind of honesty, mutual respect and
patience that allow a community to remain
strong, even grow stronger, in times that can
test die spirit.
I hope that we all have some opportunity in
the days ahead to say a word of thanks to any
of the sisters we may meet for all that they have
done for us and still do for us each day. It is
not their way to look for such thanks, but we
all know Uiat such a word brings great strength
to the spirit and puts renewed bounce in the
step.
Peace to all.
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Gracious Independent Living
Refreshing Retirement
Lifestyle Choices
> Located in a quiet residential
neighborhood in Penfield
' Luxury apartments available this fall
' Eliminate household work
1
No entrance fees
' Now Renting!
• Our apartments have full kitchens
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40 Willow Pond W a y Penfield, NY i4526
www.independentliving.ee
www.roche.sterindependentliving.com

716-388-POND (388-7663)

Nazareth College Arts Center's
Children's Shows
volunteer
connection
United Way of Greater Rochester

D e c e m b e r 2 - 1 0 - T h e Four Cinderellas
Charming multicultural version of the world's favorite fairytale.

February 17 - Do the Write Thing
High-energy performances based on children's
writings that are inspiring and fun.

March 25 - The Star

Volunteering is a great way to make a big difference in

Keeper

Magical story told with expert puppetry and
enchanting music that won rave reviews internationally.

our community. United Way's Volunteer Connection is

May 5 - Lilly's Purple, Plastic Purse,

here to link people like you with people in need. And we

Bright and engaging--play aoout a little mouse
named Lilly.
Sponsored by

have hundreds of volunteer opportunities Tor you to
choose from—from mentoring to making friends... from

May 20 - James and tfae Glaat Peacb

mending clothes to mending hearts.

join James on his exciting adventure inside the biggest peach the
world has ever seen!

You re just the person we re looking for!

To request a season brochure or for ticket reservations, call 389-2170.
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Call Today! 454-1100
Partners in Volunteer Connection: American Red Cross, Greater Rochester Chapter;
Greater Rochester's Promise—The Alliance for Youth; and LIFESPAN

Nazareth College
Arts Center

The Callahan Theater, 4245 East Avenue, Rochester. NY 14618-3790
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