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IRUMANSBURG — Staff members’ pay
~nievet apart of budget discussions at St.
f.unes the Apostle Parish — mainly because
there sn'tany pavroll,

It astounds me. We came from a very
woalthy parish o lowa, and it was paid (po-
stions torevervthing,” said Laurie Midler,
ane of three volunteer vouth ministers at
St James

Volunteer supy xnt is the lifeblood of this
parish 1 notthwest Tompkins County. St.
J.unes will be at ity volunteering best Nov.
+ when s bazaar, featuring a crafts and
Sabhe sdde organized by the Women's Guild,
rides place from % a.m. to 2 p.m. The youth
<1oup will make the chili that day, and oth-

1 parshioners will help provide soup, hot
dogs. sandwiches and dessert.

[he bazaar 1s a major annual event for
this small parish. which numbers approxi-
mateh 265 families. Parishioners Jerri Bros-
hears and Mar v Fairchild said that they en-
jov being part of a modestly sized parish.

“Evervbody feels a tremendous sense of
community within this little parlsh and
evervbody wants it to stay this way,” Bros-
hears sad.

“You know more people,-and probably
we know Father better. He speaks to every-
one after Mass,” said Fairchild, referring to
the pastor, Father Eugene O'Hara, OFM
Cap.

And vet, because of its size, St. James was
threatened with the loss of a full-time priest
when Father Robert Kanka retired in 1994
after 14 vears as pastor. He now lives in re-
tirement at St. Ann’s Church in Hornell.

Following discussions with diocesan of-
ficials, the parish struck an arrangement
with Capuchin priests who were already
staffing two neighboring parishes, St. Fran-
cis Solanus in Interfaken and Holy Cross in
Onid.

Father O'Hara is the second Capuchin
priest to serve in Trumansburg. He suc-
ceeded Father John O'Hare, OFM Cap.,
pastor from 1994 until his death in 1996.

Father O'Hara

Andrea Dixon/Staff phictographer

‘Lori Emmons, a volunteer religious education teacher at St. James Church in Trumansburg, passes out papers for the first
Communion class to color Oct. 22. (From left): Dylan Hardesty, Danielle Emmons, Mellssa SIIenzlo, Carly Allen, Britni
Waiter and Thomas Perkins, all 7-year-olds.

of the Women’s Guild, said that group rais-
es funds so the parish can buy supplies and
equipment required for church upkeep.

“And we give a Bible to every graduat-
ing senior in the parish, whether they come
to church or not,” added Hade, who also
leads a Medjugorje prayer group.

St. James the Apostle’s first church, in a
former Methodist church building, was
dedicated in 1857. St. James was a mission
of Ithaca’s Immaculate Conception Parish
until 1872, when it became a parish and ac-
quired Interlaken’s St. Francis Solanus as
its mission parish. That arrangement lasted
until 1956, when the Capuchins assumed
administration in Interlaken.

In 1895, St. James Church was moved
one block west from Main Street in Tru-
mansburg 1o Whig Street. A 1949 fire de-
stroyed the building, but it was quickly re-
built and rededicated in 1950.

St. James has a strong

celebrates three
weekend Masses at
St. James. Without
the Capuchins,
Broshears said, the
parish would likely
have been forced to
teduce  1its Mass
schedule and share
a pastor with other
churches.

“Were extremely
grateful to the Ca-
puchins. Because of
that, the volunteer
time 1s a nice reflec-
tion of our grati-
tude,” said Bros-
hears, who lectors,
tcaches religious ed-
ucation and serves
on the parish pas-
toral council.

In turn, Father
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spirit of ecumenism,
joining other Trumans-
burg churches to oper-
ate a community food
pantry. Those churches
of various denomina-
tions join up for Christ-
mas festivities as well,
Father O'Hara said.
There is also collabo-
ration with St. James’
Catholic neighbors to
the north, St. Francis
Solanus and Holy Cross.
All three parishes are in
the same pastoral plan-
ning group and com-
bine their RCIA and
pre-cana programs, as
well as some youth
group events. However,
St. james' 90-member
religious education pro-
gram remains a distinct

O'Hara is apprecta-
tive of the parish community.

“They're very dedicated, very friendly
and cooperative. So you couldn't ask for
much more,” he said.

That dedication is exemplified, for in-
stance, through youth-group service ef-
forts. Miller said the 35-member group
helps provide food for needy families, vis-
its nursing homes and takes part in an area
Crop Walk.

Fairchild and Annetie Hade, members

entity.

Father O'Hara resides at a Capuchin fri-
ary on Cayuga Lake, nine miles north of
the village. Ministering in the Trumansburg
area is quite a contrast from the pastor’s
childhood setting of New York City, he said.

“There, you just kind of stayed in your
own block. Here, you're always on the go —
I don’t know how many miles I drive a day,”
said Father O’Hara, who also lived in
Rochester and celebrated his first Mass at
Ss. Peter and Paul Church upon his 1961

ordination.

But just south of Trumansburg is the
bustling city of Ithaca, renowned for its in-
stitutes of higher learning.

“Trumansburg is a little rural, but also
very cosmopolitan. It's very on the border-
line. You have families with farms for five
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generations, and there’salsoa high level of
scholarship going on,” said parishioner
John Chiment, a professor at Cornell Uni-
versity and former religious-educaﬁan ad-
ministrator at St. Jarnes.

“We're an in-between parish,” Broshears
added. “And we're open to everyone.”
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Congratulations

on the

Oth

ANNIVERSARY

of.
Catholic Schools
in the
United States

To Administrators, Teachers, Students and Parents
of Catholic Schools of the Rochester Diocese,
we extend our-heartfelt support and best wishes
in your continued mission of Education.

School Sisters of Notre Dame
Sisters of Mercy
Sisters of St. Joseph
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