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Republican presidential candidate Texas Gov. George W. Bush (left) and Democratic presidential candidate Vice President
Al Gore (right) laugh with New York Archbishop Edward M. Egan during the annual Alfred E. Smith Memorial Foundation

Dinner in New York Oct. 19.

- Archdiocese hosts candidates’ roast

TR

R

¥

By Tracy Early

(atholic News Service

NEW YORK — Diners who paid $800 a
plate to attend the Al Smith Dinner in
New York Oct. 19 got their money's worth
as presidential candidates Al Gore and
George W. Bush roasted each other and
poked fun at themselves and most every-
thing else on the political horizon.

“Whoever is writing your material,
don't lose him,” New York Archbishop
Edward M. Egan pleaded in a concluding
word.

Alfred E. Smith 1V, great-grandson of
the New York governor for whom the din-
ner sponsored by the New York Archdio-
cese is named, took his usual role as mas-
ter of ceremonies, and got the program
off to a rollicking start.

“To avoid confusion with the debates,
we have asked the candidates to speak one
at a time,” he said.

Vice President Gore went first and
joked that he was actually the one who in-
vented the Al Smith Dinner.

Held in the grand ballroom of the Wal-
dorf-Astoria Hotel, the event this year
drew 1,300 people and, supplemented by
larger gifts by some corporations and in-
dividuals, raised $.1.6 million.

The dinner was started in 1945 by Car-
dinal Francis J. Spellman, who enlisted
national political leaders and other
prominent figures as speakers to attract
tickei buyers. The Smith Foundation al-
locates the proceeds to various health
care programs of the New York Archdio-
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Gore, whose wife Tipper did not at-
tend, went on to deny allegations that he
suffered from a tendency to exaggerate,

and invited any doubters to check with his .

wife or any one of their 11 daughters.

Texas Gov. Bush'’s wife, Laura, did at-
tend and was present and seated on the
dais. Her husband credited her with giv-
ing him good advice.

He acknowledged feeling a little ill at
ease going to speak at such a prestigious
event where dais personalities appeared
in white tie. But he said his wife advised

him, “Don’t try to be charming or witty’

or debonair. Just be yourself.”

A five-tiered dais was filled with
prominent leaders of government, busi-
ness and public affairs, including New
York Sen. Charles E. Schumer, Gov.
George E. Pataki and New York City May-
or Rudolph W. Giuliani.

Acknowledging the group, Bush said
they were known as “the top 1 percent.”

“Some call you the elite,” he said. “I call
you my base.”

The dais also included the two main
candidates to succeed New York Sen.
Daniel Patrick Moynihan — first lady
Hillary Rodham Clinton and U.S. Rep.
Rick Lazio.

Gore noted that he liked to weave the
stories of ordinary people into his pre-
sentations, and said there was a woman
‘present at the dinner whose husband was
losing his job and whose family would be
put out of public housing.

“Hillary Clinton, 1 want to fight for
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you,” he said.

Bush alluded to reports that a highly
paid consultant had advised Gore to wear
more earth tones. The governor ex-
pressed astonishment that a grown man
would pay so much to be told how to dress
when that was enough money to “get you
a sleepover in the Lincoln bedroom.”

Alluding to columnist and editor

William F. Buckley, also seated on the
dais, Bush said that as fellow Yale men
they had much in common.

“Bill wrote a book at Yale; I read one,”
he said. “He founded a conservative par-
ty; I started a few parties myself.” .

He also said that Buckley had won
every debate he had -been in, and re-
marked, “I know how he feels.”

Each speaker included words of praise
for Al Smith, the unsuccessful Democra-
tic candidate for president in 1928.

Gore said Smith was his favorite kind of
governor — “the kind who ran for presi-
dent and lost.”

In his remarks on Smith, Bush said he
took comfort in the fact that a man
named Al had been defeated.

Gore said Smith had favored such poli-
cies as the 45-cent minimum wage, six-day
work week and building a bridge to the
1930s, and he commended Bush for run-
ning on Smith’s agenda.

He concluded by pledging: “If I am en-
trusted with the presidency, I may not al-
ways be the funniest guy around, but I will
never sigh to you.”

Bush concluded his address with a se-
rious tribute to the late Cardinal John J.
O’Connor for his support of workers, im-
migrants and the unborn.

“He took a high office and lifted it up,”
Bush said. “Where the world wanted com-
promise, there was steel.” -

Cardinal O’Connor put politicians “on
the spot,” and that is “exactly where we
ought to be,” Bush said.
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